
Mayor Rose in. the Role of Ananias 
It is only necessary to cite as an instance the City of Rockford, Illinois, a city of 35,000 population, where town optio^^i 

is in vogue. Prior to the passage of the law the city was one of the most enterprising, industrious manufacturing com- ^ 

munities in the state. The streets were well paved and the municipality was in a thriving state, but now it is different. 

Pavements have become dilapidated. The city is taxed to the limit. It is overwhelmed in debt, and business is done on 

scrip, yet the fact remains that more liquor is consumed in the town now than before it was voted dry, while if drinking 
is a vice, to it is added a violation of the law. What is true of Rockford is true of every other city where like law exists. 

—Mayor Rose in an address at Seattle. 

What the RocRford Papers Say 
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The above is excerpted from an address recently delivered 
in Seattle by Mayor Rose of Milwaukee. It is a miserable 
falsehood from beginning to end. Today more than ever 

Rockford is “one of the most enterprising, industrious man- 

ufacturing cities” in the west. 

The city was never more prosperous than it is today. More 
homes are in process of construction than ever before. An 

enterprising man from Chicago has just purchased a large 
section of land in the southeast factory district which will 

be converted into building lots. This is being duplicated in 

all parts of the city. Most of the places once used for sa- 

loons are now occupied by legitimate business houses. 
The streets are not only paved, but the city is spending 

$53,000 in repaving the two main streets in the business dis- 

trict, Instead of being “taxed to the limit” taxation is 
lower than in several years. 

In Better Shape Now 
Instead of the city “doing business on scrip” less time 

orders have been issued under local option than under the 

saloon era. Instead of “more liquor being consumed” less 

liquor is consumed than at any time in the history of the 

city. Fewer arrests for drunkenness are made than ever. 

In fact the jail quite often contains no occupant. Chief of 

Police Bargren, himself a High License man, declares Rock- 

ford was never so orderly. 
Merchants and manufacturers and proprietors of places 

of amusement declare they have been distinctly benefitted 

by Local Option. The workingman has his pay check cashed 

by the merchant instead of the saloon keeper. 
Local Option has helped Rockford in innumerable ways. 

The city is more orderly, more prosperous and there is every- 

where a wholesome air of thrift and contentment. 

If Mayor Rose lias no better argument to bolster up his 

cause he should be more discreet and diplomatic in his pre- 

varications. The shorter and uglier word is not applied to 

his romance, for the lie is too transparent. 
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Everybody who is familiar with the facts, knows that the 

hundreds of manufacturing plants in Rockford were never 

busier than they are right now and their employes are all 

at work six days in each week, instead of being absent on 

Mondays because of the effects of too much booze over 

Sunday. 
Mayor Rose could have found out, if he had cared to do 

so, that the voting out of the saloons in no manner whatever 

affected the repavement of East and West State and South 

Main Streets, this improvement, which is paid for by the 

owners of the property benefitted, having been planned for 

this year. When it is completed there will not be a poor 

street or “dilapidated pavement” in Rockford. 

The streets of Mr. Rose’s home city of Milwaukee will not 

compare with those of Rockford. The present asphalt pave- 
ment is being laid at a cost of $53,000, which doesn’t look 

very much as if Rockford is broke. 
The statement that Rockford is “overwhelmed in debt and 

is doing business on scrip” is absolutely false. No city in 
the country, of its size, has so small a bonded debt and the 
waterworks plant alone, which is owned by the city, would 

quickly sell for twice as much as the bonded debt of Rock- 

ford, to say nothing whatever about the scores of school 

houses, fire stations, city hall and other property owned by 
the municipality, free from incumbrance. Less time orders 
have been issued since Local Option has been in force than 

during any similar period when the city had licensed saloons. 

This Also a Lie 

The statement that more liquor is being consumed than be- 

fore the city became dry is also ridiculously false. It is true 

that some men, encouraged by such speeches as are made 

by Mr. Rose, are stealthily violating the law in Rockford, 
but with a few stiff jail sentences such as are certain to come 

with repeated violations and convictions, the operation of 

blind pigs in this city is going to be made a most unpopular 
and disagreeable industry. 

There is little or no drunkenness in this city, the city jail 
is empty most of the time and Chief of Police Bargren is 

authority for the statement that Rockford was never so 

orderly as at present. Most of the drunks picked up here 

are the result of liquor bought at Beloit or other neighboring 
cities, where there are open saloons. 

Mr. Rose may not know it, but it is a fact that Rockford 

was made a dry city by the votes of men in the shops and 

factories who were occasional drinkers and who wanted to 

get rid of the habit. 

Any factory manager will testify that many of the most 

valuable workers and mechanics used to be missing from 

their work Mondays, whereas now one is seldom absent on 

the opening day of the week. The money these men formerly 
spent for liquor is now being spent on their families and in 

paying the bills of local merchants. 

More than He Can Do 

When Mr. Rose attempts to show that Local Option has 

been a bad thing for Rockford he has tackled a ease which 

he can not prove by facts. Store rooms which were formerly 
used as saloons are now occupied by mercantile establish- 

ments. 
There has been no decrease in trade among Rockford busi- 

ness houses. On the contrary local merchants are selling 
more goods than they ever sold before and their bills are 

being paid more promptly by customers. The clearings of 

the Rockford banks are greater than ever before in the 

history of the city and their deposits are also much larger. 
The receipts of local places of amusement are larger than 

during the reign of the saloon, the average worker having 
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