
Tlhree Lines of TalR. 
When the liquor people get up statements for the general 

public to read and have them sent out over the wires or 

through the mails by their press agents to the newspapers 

they prepare such stuff as this: 
St. Louis, Mo., July 1.—Although more than eighty Missouri coun- 

ties are dry and the Sunday closing laws are enforced vigorously, 
the month of June showed greater consumption of beer than any 

corresponding month since the creation of the office of beer inspector, 
eight years ago. 

At other times they talk like this: 
The closing of licensed saloons reduces the consumption of beer 

because of its bulk, which makes it difficult to disguise or conceal, 
and instead of people drinking this harmless and healthful beverage 
they drink whisky, with its vastly greater percentage of alcohol, for 

it is easily concealed. So the sale of whisky is Increased in propor- 
tion as the sale of beer is decreased. 

When They Are On the Square. 
Hut when they get off to themselves and talk over the 

situation in one of their conventions, they talk this way (as 
one of their number, A. J. Sunstein, of Pittsburg, Pa., did 
talk to his fellow sufferers in the National Wholesale Liquor 
Dealers’ Convention in Atlantic City on June 16) : 

“It is conceded that the liquor trade of this country 
has never before experienced such adverse conditions 

by reason of agitation against the business as during 
the past two years. 

“Within the memory of the present generation we 

have had strong agitation against the business, but in 
effect both the local option movement of the 70’s and 
the State-wide prohibition movement of the 80’s were 

in comparison but gentle zephyrs in a summer breeze. 
“Few realized when the present wave of agitation 

started in Texas in 1901 and 1902 that it would in a 

few years spread over the country with such adverse 
results as we have experienced. 

“How many members of the trade were concerned 
when State after State five or six years ago began to 

consider the adoption of county option, in whole or in 

part? 
“Few outside of the States which were affected gave 

it much thought and fewer still had the remotest idea 
that sooner or later it would result in a wave of State- 
wide prohibition. Indifference and lack of appreciation 
was the rule. 

What An Awakening. 
“What a surprise when the Legislature of Georgia 

adopted statutory prohibition in July, 1907. Similar 

legislation has since been adopted in Alabama, Missis- 

sippi, North Carolina and Tennessee, and constitutional 

prohibition has been enacted in Oklahoma. Other States 
came close to adopting it recently, and the question is 
still pending decision in a number of States. 

“Agitation has not stopped at any point. The popu- 
lated and apparently liberal States of Ohio and Indi- 
ana are racked with agitation, and the liquor business 

of these States is threatened with extermination. Who 

can say what the result may be in the important dis- 

tilling State of Kentucky, and possibly in the old do- 

minion State of Virginia? 
It is Nation Wide. 

“Strategic moves are incessant in every State that 

has not yet been bamboozled into adopting prohibition. 
To that ultimate end all degrees of option are aggres- 

sively urged, first into law and then into effect. Agita- 
tion having for its final purpose the wiping out of the 

liquor business is prominently in evidence in every 
section of the country.” 
Further on Brother Sunstein says: 

Why the agitation and its adverse result? Principally because of 

the existence of the Anti-Saloon League. If it were not for this 

organization the chances are this would be a period of quietude for 

the liquor business. From the make-up of this organization it can 

be expected that mere defeat will not lessen its activity. It will 

continue to agitate whether it results in public benefit or not, and 

it promises to remain a potential power until it fails to receive finan- 

cial support. 

But the Anti-Saloon League is financed by the church, 
Brother Sunstein, and when the church starts in on a job 
of this kind it never quits till the job is finished. 

And again: 
The liquor trade is only concerned as to the effect of the organiza- 

tion in agitating measures to its detriment and the possibility of the 

continuance of its present activity. The Anti-Saloon League has 

built up a strong organization, starting in the smallest geographical 
division and reaching up to the Nation. It seems that it is losing 
the support of conservative people, but it has elements of strengtli 
that will be hard to overcome with logic. Unless it is very much 

weakened by the present serious charges made against it by some of 

its former officers, the Anti-Saloon League promises to continue a 

strong force. 

Well, for your information, Brother Sunstein, it may be 
said here that “the present serious charges made against it 
by some of its former officers” fell flatter than a pancake. 
The men who made the charges flunked completely when it 
came to a show-down. So, to use your own language, “the 
Anti-Saloon League promises to continue a strong force.” 

CDauase aimed Effect 
The view is now being advanced, says the Peoria Journal, 

that the only thing that saved the local option people from 

getting a black eye in the recent legislature was that the 
distillers and the brewers finally reached the parting of the 

ways. 
In other words, while the distillers had been with the 

brewers in getting through some of the legislation that was 

favorable to their joint interests, that was followed by the 
distillers becoming alarmed at the state of public indignation, 
and retreating from the more radical point taken by the 
brewers. 

Of course this is more or less in the nature of conjecture, 
but in the opinion of The Journal the man, brewer or dis- 

tiller, who cannot discern that aggressive action on the part 
of these interests will be followed by serious injury to the 
same cannot see very far beyond the end of his nose. 

It is the aggressive actions and the disreputable practices 
of the saloon element that have led to the wave of prohibition 
that has swept all over the land in the past few years. 

It has had the same state-wide effect that similar action 
has had in the various municipalities. 

Quite a number of Illinois cities are now on trial, and the 
results are awaited with interest. 

Saloon Men9s Tlhreats 
Postoffice inspectors are in Decatur, says a dispatch from 

that city, investigating the sending of a number of threaten- 
ing letters to Mayor Borchers and ministers of the city be- 
cause of the stand taken by the mayor against soft drink 
establishments and the backing given him by the ministers 
from their pulpits. 

For some time local option workers have been receiving 
threatening letters, but the ministers and Mayor Borchers 
have been recipients of an unusually large quantity during 
the last few days. 


