
Not a 
“ Class” Couamtry 

The city of Alton had an ordinance forbidding the loca- 
tion of a saloon within 200 feet of a church, school, public 
library or Y. M. C. A. 

The story was told in these columns recently of how this 

ordinance, in spite of protests from the institutions con- 

cerned and from ministers and temperance people generally, 
was amended by the city council so as to permit the opening 
of a bar in a new hotel erected just opposite the Episcopal 
church and the Y. M. C. A. 

This is in striking contrast with the action of Governor 
Hughes of New York, who promptly vetoed a bill designed 
to permit the opening of a bar in the restaurant of a new 

theater in New York city erected within 200 feet of the 
School for Ethical Culture. The bill was adroitly drawn and 

appeared to be general in its character, but it was known 
to be in the interest of this particular theater. 

The bill provided that a saloon might be established within 
the prescribed limits if the proprietors or managers of any 

private school should give their consent therefor. The 

managers of the School for Ethical Culture were under- 
stood to be “willing.” 

Governor Hughes vetoed the bill on the ground that the 

present law prohibiting the sale of liquor within 200 feet of 
a school was designed for the protection of the school chil- 

dren, and that school managers cannot take away from the 
children by private agreement the protection with which 
the law has seen fit to surround them. 

This argument is sound, says the Outlook, lint even if 
the pupils of the Ethical Culture School could not be injured 
by the proximity of the theater bar, the veto is nevertheless 
to be welcomed as another blow at special privilege legisla- 
tion—one of the most serious evils in American politics. 

Laws should be framed for the benefit of the entire com- 

munity and should be applicable to the entire community, 
and not in order to bestow privileges on particular indi- 
viduals or special groups of individuals. 

While the bill was local legislation, the lesson which 
Governor Hughes’ veto enforces, namely, that there are not 

and cannot be in the eyes of the law any privileged classes 
in the United States, is a valuable one for the whole country. 

Sunday Sclhool Flan© 
The International Sunday School Association, through its 

Temperance Department, has issued a definite outline of the 

position of the Temperance question to which it is definitely 
committed. 

Every member of the Sunday School is to be instructed 
not only in favor of total abstinence, but of the destruction 
of the liquor traffic as well, and for the surrender of every 
self indulgence which impairs or destroys the power to give 
service to God and service to man. 

All appointed quarterly Temperance Sundays are to be 

observed, and the World’s Temperance Sunday, the fourth 

Sunday in November, is to be emphasized as Christian Citi- 

zenship day. 
A Temperance Department in every Sunday School is to 

be conducted by a Temperance Superintendent. 
Every Sunday School member of proper age is to be en- 

rolled as a signer of the pledge to abstain from the use of 

intoxicating liquors and to do all he can to end the drink 

habit and the liquor traffic. 

’Way Dowm aim Dixie 
The bank clearings in Atlanta, Georgia, for the first four 

months of 1908 were $77,235,635.66, and for the same period 
of 1909, $88,793,199.14, an increase this year over last of 
$11,557,563.48. 

In Augusta the clearings for first four months of 1909 

were $30,845,977.81, while for the same period last year the 

clearings were $27,782,358.95, an increase over 1908 of $3,- 
063,618.86. 

in Savannah the amount of clearings for first four months 
of 1908 was $55,694,516.91. First four months of 1909 was 

$63,896,264.26, an increase for this year of $8,201,747.35. 
The clearings in Columbus first four months of 1908 were 

$5,977,778.72, while for the same period this year they were 

$6,213,576.29. 
In Macon the 1908 clearings were $11,199,930, while they 

were $14,003,412 for 1909. 
The figures show that in live of the old wet counties of 

Georgia the bank clearings for four months of this year ex- 

ceeded those of the same period of last year by $25,861,909.- 
26, notwithstanding the cry of advocates of the license 

system that business would be crippled and everything hurt 

by abolishing the saloon. 

Mayor Pose, of Milwaukee, in liis debates with Dr. Dickie 
on the Prohibition question, makes much ado over the fact 
that Abraham Lincoln once, as a member of the Illinois 

Legislature, voted against a bill for state-wide prohibition of 
the liquor traffic. 

Mr. Alonzo E. Wilson has put into a few paragraphs for 
the Northwestern Christian Advocate the exact facts rela- 
tive to this circumstance. He first calls attention to the 

fact that while Mr. Lincoln did vote against state-wide pro- 
hibition he is never charged with having voted against local 

option, the thing that is giving Mayor Pose’s clients so much 

trouble. 
Mr. Wilson says: 

“A number of counties in 1839 petitioned the Legis- 
lature for state-wide prohibition, Montgomery County 
already being ‘dry.’ This was considered by the com- 

mittee on judiciary, of which John J. Harden of Jack- 
sonville was chairman. He was later General Harden 
who was killed in the Mexican War. They presented 
a very able and strong document, which I have before 

me, but the committee recommended a county option 
bill, which was passed by an overwhelming majority. 

“When it was on second reading for amendment, 
Representative Murphy, a liquor man and possibly a sa- 

loon keeper of Chicago, said if they wanted prohibition 
he would give them a dose of it, and so introduced a 

state prohibition bill out of spite or revenge. The tem- 

perance men stood together and voted against it because 

they had agreed upon county option, and all of them, 
including Mr. Lincoln, voted for the county option bill. 

“Mr. Lincoln was not necessarily against prohibition 
by his vote, as only eight men, presumably most of them 

liquor men, voted for state prohibition, but in 1855 Mr. 
Lincoln made speeches, and recorded his vote for the 
Maine law which was up for adoption at a special 
election in June, 1855.” 
This pretty thoroughly cleans up the matter of Lincoln’s 

attitude toward the liquor problem as indicated by his vote 

in the Illinois Legislature. 


