
Tale of Two Cities 
Lincoln is one of the cities of Illinois which retained its 

saloons when so many other cities of the State were taking 
their places in the anti-saloon column. 

Lincoln has twenty-one saloons. It is up to Lincoln to 

show that it did the wise thing in holding on to its saloon 
license revenue. It ought to be in better financial circum- 
stances than its sister cities which cut off their saloon money. 

On Monday evening, July 19, the city council of Lincoln 

passed a wheel tax ordinance levying a tariff of from $3 to 

$10 a year on vehicles in that town to help pay expenses. 
So much for Lincoln. 

Springfield is another shining example of what saloon 
license money does for the city finances. Springfield has 
more than 200 saloons. The city government is fearfully “in 
the hole” financially. 

Taxes have been anticipated to the extent of 104 per cent, 
despite the fact that the legal limit set for mortgaging the 
future is 75 per cent. The city is figuring on holding an 

election to authorize the issue of bonds under the Busse bond 
bill in order that funds may be secured with which to run 

the town. 
It is said that the public employes of the capital city may 

have to wait until next January to receive their pay. The 
last pay day was almost a scratch and there is little likeli- 
hood of another one in the near future. 

The floating debt of the capital city is enough to give the 

taxpayer the blues. 
Are any of the cities that abolished saloons in the spring 

of 1908 driven to the extremity of such extraordinary 
measures as those employed by Lincoln and Springfield to 

keep their heads above water? 

Reaping the Whirlwind 
Sowers of the wind are gathering their harvest these sum- 

mer days and doubtless many of them will change their 
seed next season, for they don’t seem to like the crop. 

These are evil days for the blind pig and the bootlegger. 
John Dunn of Jacksonville -walked out of the federal work 

house at Peoria where he had been serving a term for offend- 

ing Uncle Sam and walked into the arms of the Jacksonville 

authorities, who will now do business with him on their own 

account. 
Bert Shannon, also of Jacksonville, is spending thirty days 

in jail as a guest of Judge Baldwin who also handed him a 

tine of $100. Selling liquor in anti-saloon territory was 

Shannon’s weakness. 
Other Jacksonville offenders and alleged offenders in this 

line are “Monk” Berry, “Sheriff” Owens, Frank Cox, Mrs. 
Ella Cox and Margaret Ratcliffe. They are all in a fair way 
to enjoy the reward to which they are entitled. 

Thomas Keeler of Champaign is trying to escape from the 

legal penalty imposed upon him by the court for illicit sales 

of liquor. The jury assessed a fine of $120 and eosts against 
him on a transaction by which he sold six bottles of beer, 
making the fine $20 on each bottle. For another deal, by 
which he disposed of two bottles the jury fined him $200, 
making, a total of $320 in fines, which will keep him in jail 
almost two years if he is compelled to serve out the fine at 50 

cents a day, the credit allowed for time in the city jail. 
Frank Coleman, also charged with selling intoxicants in 

Champaign in violation of the local option law, pleaded 
guilty to two counts in Magistrate John Rogerson’s court 

and was fined $20 and costs on each. 

Fighd Among PytMans 
Local members of the Knights of Pythias who are en- 

gaged in the liquor business intend to defy the mandate of 
the grand chancellor ordering them to close up their plaees 
of business on Sunday or suffer expulsion from the order. 

From his office in Springfield, Eugene E. Bone, grand 
chancellor of the Illinois Domain, has issued a circular to 

all subordinate lodges in the State setting forth that one of 
the cardinal principles of the order is obedience to the laws 
of the land, and that such members as are saloonkeepers and 

keep their places open on Sunday are doing so in violation of 
a State law and must be proceeded against as by Pythian 
statute, which means that they must comply with the law or 

be expelled. 
Since 1894 saloonkeepers have been denied admission to 

the order, but many of them are members, nevertheless. Some 
were members at the time the law was passed and could not 

be disturbed. Others since that time have given their occu- 

pation as “salesmen” and have in that way eluded the vigi- 
lance of investigating committees. 

“The order of the grand chancellor cannot be enforced,” 
says P. J. Carroll, ex-prize fighter and chairman of the board 
of directors of De Molay Lodge No. 13. De Molay has a 

larger proportion of saloonkeepers in its membership than 

any other in the city. 
“If it is necessary to go into court we will go there,’’ says 

Carroll. “I am a member of the endowment rank and the 
order cannot expel me and have me lose my insurance on any 
such issue. The Sunday closing law is a dead letter in 

Chicago. No jury has been found to convict a saloonkeeper 
on it, therefore we hold it is not a law of the State. I have 
read the order of the grand chancellor, but we shall not 

expel members on it.” 
The order of Chancellor Bone is issued with the consent ot 

Supreme Chancellor Henry P. Brown of Clebourne, Texas, 
whose warning to Pythians against violating the liquor laws 
of their State was printed in the Illinois Issue of July 23. 

Every subordinate lodge, through its keeper of records and 

seal, is instructed to return the name and business address 

of every saloonkeeper member who keeps his place open on 

Sunday. 

Big| Newspaper Praised 
The World’s Work for June had an article entitled “The 

Best Newspaper in America,” according that distinction to 

the Kansas City Star. 
The various points of merit in the Star are set out, such 

as a just appreciation of news values, the printing of facts 

in truthful proportion, the avoidance of mere sensation, the 

absence of all gloating over scandals, and yet a compelling 
interest that makes the paper readable and enjoyable and 

has enabled it to achieve a tremendous success as an advertis- 

ing medium. 
Cutting out the usual comic colored supplement and other 

Sunday rubbish is also set down to the Star’s credit. 
The Star also has a great weekly edition with two or 

three hundred thousand circulation. 
But of still greater interest here, is the attitude of the Star 

toward the liquor traffic. The paper had been crusading for 

several years for the closing of saloons on Sunday. The 

liquor people in revenge withdrew their advertising patron- 
age. Since then the paper has steadfastly refused to carry 

a line of liquor advertising, and the bottle trade in Kansas 

has been paralyzed.” 


