
drinking days, one of the twenty young men influenced by 
my drinking habits to join me in drinking, killed himself 
by falling, fracturing his skull, while very drunk in a sa- 

loon. The retail liquor trade suffered a financial loss esti- 
mated at a minimum of fifty dollars a month by the death 
of alcoholic liquor slave Sam. Sam began drinking at sev- 

enteen years of age, and lasted twenty-seven years in sa- 

loons.” 

It Has to Have Boys. 
The one thing that seems to have burned itself into the 

soul of this hapless slave of alcohol is the peculiar peril that 
besets a boy in a license town. Again and again he goes 
back to that phase of the subject and he concludes his ar- 

ticle thus: 
“The inexperienced and impressionable young man in a 

saloon village, town or city does not get a square deal. My 
definition of a square deal is no saloons. If there are to be 
saloons, teaching the evils of alcoholic drink at school, home, 
and church ought to be discontinued. The youngster de- 
tects the inconsistency between preaching and practice. In 
my high school days I drank beer, while studying the ef- 
fects of alcohol on the human body. I did not believe the 
text-books, for it seemed inconceivable, to my ignorance, 
that such poison as it was alleged to be should be licensed 
to be sold to one group of human beings by another group 
of human beings. 

“Saloons must have fresh drinking boys every day, or 

they must go out of business for lack of patronage. The 
saloonkeeper cares nothing for the ultimate effect on his 
customer of the goods purchased. A fresh drinking boy 
every day is necessary to make the saloon cash register ring 
musically in the saloon proprietor’s ears. A saloonkeeper 
getting a fresh drinking boy every day is willing to let old 

liquor slaves fill graves, jails, pens and asylums. 

Averages a Boy a Day. 

“Every day that the saloons are open in saloon licensing 
states, some saloonkeeper or bartender shoves across the 
bar a glass of cool, refreshing beer to a young man and 

says, ‘You’re big enough to drink beer now.’ Then there 
is started a fresh minor drinker, who can outdrink a relay 
of old-timers. If the fresh minor drinker is a boy leader 

twenty more minors are started, and half the twenty become 
alcoholic liquor slaves. 

“Personally, as an alcoholic liquor slave, from whom 

eighteen hundred and sixty saloonkeepers took twenty-four 
good paying jobs during twenty years of my drinking life, 
I should like to see all saloons legislated out of existence 
for the purpose of protecting the growing youths of our na- 

tion. Old slaves like myself soon pass out of the material 
world.” 

This writer’s contention as to the extent to which boys 
are encouraged to drink in licensed saloons is most startling. 
At first it seems incredible. But he admits that in the com- 

paratively small number of bar-rooms known as the “swell” 

places this is not apparent. But as to the lower grades of 
saloons, which are more numerous, he insists that the “kid” 

patronage is immense.” 

The petition of the temperance people contesting the re- 

cent local option election in Bristol, Va., which resulted in a 

majority of thirty-two for the wets, has been filed in the 

Corporation Court of Bristol. It covers ten typewritten 
pages, embracing the names of many persons alleged to have 
voted illegally. 

If Mott, Wlhy Mott? 
1 he proprietors of so-called “soft drink’’ establishments 

which are merely used as schemes for selling hard drinks in 
violation of the local option law, are getting very much 
worried over Mrs. Marie Keough’s plan for putting them to 
the test. 

Mrs. Keough, who is doing splendid work for the Anti- 
Saloon cause, holds that a soft drink establishment should 
be a proper resort for women and children as well as for men, 
as in fact women and children are the best patrons of legiti- 
mate soft drink establishments everywhere. She proposes 
to have the women of the various towns where these soft 
drink parlors are in operation present themselves as custom- 
ers and order drinks as they would at a drug store soda 
fountain. 

If the establishment is on the square the women of course 
will be served and their patronage will be welcomed. If it 
refuses to serve drinks to women or endeavors to make it 
unpleasant for them in any way, it. will be the best possible 
evidence that the place is crooked. 

This is a fair and reasonable way to deal with these people 
and it ought to be effective. The plan has only recently been 
proposed and it seems to be gaining in favor in all the towns 
where the soft drink business has become a nuisance. 

The experiment will be watched with great interest by all 
friends of temperance and no doubt also by the people on 
the other side. 

I lie b inuisk National remperance Iirothcrhood of America 
held an assembly in DeKalb last week which was notable for 
the enthusiasm that prevailed and for a splendid parade 
which covered a distance of nearly half a, mile. Addresses 
were delivered by Mrs. Marie Keough, Dr. John W. Cook 
and the Rev. George 11. Wilson. 

The officers elected for the following year are: President, 
Mike Skytte, Ishpeming, Mich.; Vice-President, Nestor Top, 
par, Iron wood, Mich.; Secretary, Miss Alma Ilinkannan, 
Ishpeming, Mich.; Treasurer, Isaac Maki. 

The next session of the Association will he held at Evlett, 
Minnesota, in 1910. 

The Brotherhood decided by a formal vote to erect a tine 
new building as national headquarters for the order, at Ish- 
peming. The building is to cost several thousand dollars 
and will be a credit to the Finns and to the organization. 

The official organ of the Brotherhood is to be changed 
from a bi-monthly to a weekly. It is published at Coleva 
Mich. 

The Chattanooga Times says: “Since the state-wide pro- 
hibitory law went into effect, negroes have stopped lighting, 
shooting craps, and beating their wives, if the criminal rec- 
ords, kept by the justices of the peace in the city, are to be 
taken as evidence. In every justice court there has been an 

appreciable decrease in criminal business since July 1.” 

Fifty-three industrial centers of 20,000 or over, each, in 
fourteen different States, are now under prohibitory laws. 
Their total population is 2,348,749. 

Prohibition may not always prohibit, but it gives the blind- 
piggers a lot of worry even where the officials are most 
lenient. 


