
Catholics StriKe at the Saloon 
The thirty-ninth annual convention of the Catholic Total 

Abstinence Union of America in Chicago last week was a 

great success. 

Beginning Wednesday with a big parade, which the 
Tribune pronounced “one of the largest anti-liquor demon- 
strations ever witnessed in Chicago,” it continued through 
Thursday and Friday, culminating in the adoption of ring- 
ing resolutions against the liquor traffic and taking away 
the last remnant of an excuse for Mayor Rose or anybody 
else to classify the Catholic Church with the saloon forces. 

Fully one thousand delegates were in attendance, includ- 
ing a number of distinguished clergymen from various parts 
of the Union. 

Among the notable addresses delivered was that of Bishop 
J. F. Regis Canevin of Pittsburg, who spoke on “The Observ- 
ance of Sunday.” The Bishop scored the violators of the 
Sabbath as people who set at naught all divine law. 

“It is time that public opinion should be aroused,” said 
the speaker, “to the enormous cost which the country is pay- 
ing for its indulgence in liquor. When it is known that more 

than 20 per cent of the divorces of this land are caused di- 

rectly by liquor and the saloon is it any wonder that the 
Catholic Church and every other church is fighting the 
cause? 

“I noticed recently that an article in The Tribune stated 
that the 8,000 saloons of Chicago contributed more than 75 

per cent of the criminals of the city and cost the municipality 
yearly more than $5,000,000 for the care of the saloon pro- 
ducts. This is sufficient to arouse the country to the biggest 
problem with which it ever had to deal. It is time we were 

having an awakening. 
“And the Sunday saloon is the greatest evil. In this 

country there are tendencies and influences at work to bring 
about the desecration of Sunday and the degradation of the 
laboring classes. Greed for gain lies at the bottom of the 
movement. The increasing disregard of the Lord’s day is 
one of the signs of the materialistic spirit and godlessness 
of our times. 

No Time for Rest. 
“Work, and pleasure, and material progress arc made of 

supreme importance, and the mad sacrifice of everything for 
wealth proceeds on Sundays as if the laboring men and 
women had no Sabbath, no public worship to offer, no 

bodies to rest, no souls to save. Against this unnecessary 

labor, this atheistic profanation of the Lord’s day, this 

paganizing and brutalizing of the laborer, the Temperance 
Union should resolutely use its power. 

“We must help to educate the workingmen to preserve 
their rights and dignity. We must reach unions, societies, 
homes, and individuals, and educate men to refuse to per- 
form unnecessary labor on Sunday; to refuse to .enter a 

Sunday saloon or any other kind of a saloon for that matter; 
to avoid the destructive system of socialism and atheism; to 

assist at divine services, and in every way to keep the Lord’s 

day holy.” 
Bishop Canevin was followed by the Rev. James M. 

Reardon of St. Paul, Minn., who spoke on “The Catholic 
Church and the American Saloon,” and the Rev. Ulrich 
Mueller, president of the Ohio State Union, who spoke on 

“The Total Abstinence Movement.” 

Father Reardon Kits the Saloon. 
Father Reardon said among other things: 

“The glamor of the saloon enthralls and degrades its 

victims, pollutes the home—the nursery of childhood, the 
sanctuary of womanhood—arid menaces, if it does not 

undermine, the foundations of the social fabric. More- 
over, the saloon strikes at the cornerstone of our rights 
as citizens by fastening itself on the body politic and 
placing its own welfare above that of the state and of 
the nation. 

“The saloon depends upon political corruption for its 
existence. It is the recruiting ground of would-be 
politicians. It controls the ward caucus, dominates 
municipal elections, dictating nominations and defeat- 
ing candidates not pledged to its interests. 

“It makes no secret of the fact that it is in politics 
for the purpose of making strenuous efforts to send to 
the halls of legislation candidates pledged to vote as it 
dictates. To accomplish this it turns over to its favor- 
ite candidate the votes of the idle, the vicious, and the 
purchasable members of society.” 
Father Iieardon also spoke on the following day on “The 

New Crusade.” He gave suggestions for more effective 
temperance work among the young, and especially advocated 
a campaign of education as a means of overthrowing the 
liquor forces. He said: 

“From a study of alcoholic cases made by Dr. Lam- 
bert of the Bellevue Hospital for the year 1904, it was 

found that nearly 7 per cent began to drink before they 
attained the age of 12 years; 30 per cent before the age 
of 16; 68 per cent, or more than two-thirds, before the 
age of 21. 

“This indicates clearly that if effective temperance 
work is to be done among the young it must be under- 
taken at an early age and continued beyond the span of 

youth. 
Father O’Callaghan for President. 

As a climax to the important work done by the conven- 

tion, the 1,000 delegates voted unanimously for the election 
of the Rev. P. J. O’Callaghan of St. Mary’s Church (Paulist 
Fathers), Chicago, to the presidency. Father O’Callaghan, 
who was treasurer, succeeds the Rev. James Thomas Coffey 
of St. Louis, who is touring the Holy land. 

It also was decided to receive subscriptions from members 
so that the campaign of total abstinence could be carried on 

with greater vigor. It is expected that several thousand 
dollars will be added to the funds of the union before the 
next annual meeting, which is to be held in Boston. 

Local Option Indorsed. 

Following are extracts from the resolutions adopted: 
“We, the delegates of this convention, approve of local 

option and recommend that all of our members make a vigor- 
ous fight for it wherever they can, on the principle that the 
American idea of the will of the majority should prevail 
and the people be given the same privilege of deciding the 
existence of the saloon in a community as they have in select- 

ing the police justice who passes judgment upon the fre- 

quenter of the saloon—the drunkard who is the product of 
the saloon. 

“We urge the necessity of the education of the youth as 

to the danger of drink and urge the administration of the 
total abstinence pledge to them in all parochial schools. 

“We urge all members of this union to be active in 
catholic societies in endeavoring to abolish the use of liquor 
at all meetings and festivities.” 


