
OL. IV.—NO. 40. CHICAGO, ILL., OCTOBER 1, 1909 <*|gg|^>3oo 

The election on last Saturday of George A. Cooke to a seat on the Supreme Bench of Illinois from the 
Fourth District was a decided victory for the saloon crowd. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. These friends of the grog shop, whose followers are mostly in 
the cities and towns, got their voters to the polls, which the other side in a large measure failed to do, and 
the fourteen counties of that District, which, on a clear-cut no-license issue had rolled up a majority of ten 

thousand against the saloon, gave the liquor men’s candidate for Supreme Judge a margin of two thousand 
votes over his competitor last Saturday. 

Making due allowance for those who sulked in their tents because of disappointment in the matter of 

nominations, it is still clear that Mr. McClure’s defeat rests upon the shoulders of those who favored him in 
their hearts and minds, but did not take the trouble to vote. 

It is a fact that many men who earnestly desire to see the traffic in intoxicating beverages entirely abol- 
ished and will go to the polls at almost any sacrifice to vote against the saloon, do not realize the importance 
of voting in season and out of season on every proposition or candidacy that bears in any way or to any 
degree on the question of good government. 

Keeping in touch with the whole anti-saloon movement and responding to every duty of good citizenship 
is the surest and quickest way to put down the infamous exploitation of human weakness for financial profit. 

Does TMs Interest Yota? 
There are no “flowery beds of ease” for friends of law 

and order in towns that have voted out the saloon, especially 
if these good people make themselves prominent in organ- 

ized efforts to enforce the law against liquor sellers. 

Citizens actively identified with these law enforcement 

movements are often boycotted, brow beaten, threatened, 
insulted, harrassed and not infrequently injured in person 
or property by the element that backs the illicit liquor traffic. 

Good men who do not wish to incur this persecution if they 
can conscientiously avoid it, frequently write to the Anti- 
Saloon League asking if there is not some way in which they 
may aid in securing the enforcement of the law without be- 

ing known in the matter. 

The Anti-Saloon League, of course, wishes to render what- 
ever service it can in such cases. If it had sufficient funds 
at its command the task would be simplified very much, but 

unfortunately its income is not large enough to defray the 

expenses of such an undertaking. 
However, if those who are interested in movements of this 

kind and yet, as a matter of common prudence, desire to 

remain in the background, will provide the necessary funds 
the Anti-Saloon League will send investigators and take 
the matter up with the state’s attorney and arrange for the 

prosecution of the cases. 

While it is better that the friends of law and order in a 

locality should openly stand back of the prosecutions, yet, 
if for any reason they do not wish to do so, and will raise 
the necessary means to secure the evidence, violators of the 
local option law need not go unpunished. 

Any one who is interested in such matters should write 
to the Anti-Saloon League and learn how to proceed. 

Rival for tine Saloon 
The troubles of the saloonkeeper seem to multiply faster 

than Mike Flannery’s guinea pigs. The latest is the five 
cent theater. 

Mr. Kelling, chief inspector of public amusement places 
in Chicago, declares that the cheap picture shows have done 
more to injure the saloon business in Chicago than anything 
that ever came down the pike. Going into details, he says 
with an authority which an experienced observer on the spot 
may justly claim: 

“No one realizes this better than do the saloonkeepers, 
and they are almost invariably opposed to the locating of a 

nickel theater in their neighborhood. In some instances a 

single five-cent theater is said to have cut the business of 
several nearby saloons practically in half. The man who 
after his day’s work and supper would wander to the neigh- 
borhood saloon now takes the family to the nickel theater.” 

It was General Bingham’s belief that while these show 
places in New York were much in need of a stern moral 
censorship a few years ago, they had become decent in the 
last days of his administration as police commissioner. If 
their tendency to exploit the unclean is repressed, as it must 

be, the Chicago inspector’s estimate of their value as a sub- 
stitute for the saloon may not be so far out of the way. 

“Drys” Carry Staunton 
Staunton, Va., Sept. 22.—After a hard fight put up by the 

“wets” in the local option election held here July 22, the 
contest was decided to-day in favor of the * drys, the latter 
winning by twenty-two votes, 


