
Indict Mattoon Mayor 
Mattoon, 111., Sept. 25.—The City Court grand jury today 

returned indictments against Mayor Charles T. Welsh and 
Aid. M. J. Lynch. The mayor is charged with malfeasance 
and misfeasance in office and the alderman is indicted on a 

charge of bootlegging. 
The indictment against Welsh contains three counts. The 

first two charge that he has allowed bootlegging joints to 

run wide open in defiance of law and with his full knowledge 
and consent. The winking at gambling houses and resorts 

also is alleged. 
The third count charges that the mayor refused to allow 

a vote on a motion to adjourn, at a recent council meeting, 
and declared the body adjourned. At that time an attempt 
to have him resign was made and his gavel authority alone, 
it is said, prevented developments. 

Welsh has been the target of the Citizens’ League since 
his election last May. The League charges that he has al- 
lowed the joints to run upon payment of tribute, which the 
members declare will aggregate thousands of dollars. 

Twenty-three bootlegging joints and as many gambling 
dens are said to exist in the city, and thirty-six indictments 
were voted against proprietors of these places. 

State’s Attorney Robert Hammond will be assisted in the 

prosecution by IT. A. Neal of Charleston, 111., recently a 

candidate for the circuit bench and now attorney for tli<$ 
Citizens’ League. These attorneys say they expect to prove 
that Welsh had full cognizance of the violations of law and 
not only countenanced them but lent aid by giving police 
protection. 

Lynch, the indicted alderman, is the right hand man of 

the mayor. He is recognized as a power in the city council. 
Bond was given by both men and their hearings set for 

next week in the Mattoon City Court before Judge Wilson. 
The defense is headed by Attorney J. B. Craig, a prominent 
Democratic politician. 

The story has been widely circulated that there are many 

empty stores in Lincoln as the result of the city going dry 
last May. There are comparatively few vacant stores in 

the city, says the Lincoln Evening News, and the few 

that do appear can be explained thus: 
Most of these vacant store-rooms are being held by the 

former tenants, saloonkeepers, who confidently hope that 

next year saloons will be again running in Lincoln, and they 
want the locations. 

One man is reputed to be paying $125 a month to have 

a choice location under his control. One lawyer the other 

day drew up a contract for a lease of one of these rooms, 

which amounted to a bet of $500 by the lessee that Lincoln 

will have saloons next year. If it doesn’t he forfeits $500 
to the owner. 

In a suburban section of the city, where there is a group 
of store buildings, three of them, the older ones, are vacant. 

But they are bringing in revenue to the owner just the same. 

The grocer and other business men who occupy the newer 

buildings, hold leases on the vacant ones, and cheerfully pay 
the rental price to keep out any competitors. 

One hundred million dollars was spent in raising the Chi- 

cago railroad tracks and building a drainage canal to save 

lives, but we keep saloons to do more harm than all the 

surface railroads and all the bad water could do. 

DwQuoim Maying' Qoodl 
When the saloons were voted out of DuQuoin the city was 

in debt $12,000, and the tax payers were threatened with a 

poll tax of $7.50 a head if the election went against the sa- 

loons. A campaign circular issued by the saloon people con- 

tained this language: 
“Even with the revenue from the dram shop license 

the city is not able to make both ends meet, and as a re- 

sult the treasury is now empty and the city is now in 
debt $12,000. Deprive the city of this revenue and there 
will be a shortage every year of from $10,000 to $13,000. 
This must be raised in some way. It cannot be done by 
increasing the city tax because the limit is only 2% and 
we have nearly reached it now (.0197 being the amount.) 
In fact, there is only one way in which it can be done, 
and that is by imposing a poll tax of $7.50 on every 
voter within the city limits.” 
The city has now been running two years without revenue 

from licensed saloons and no poll tax has been levied. The 
lights have not been turned out, and the city’s indebtedness 
lias been increased but a trifle. Most of the business men 

admit that their cash sales have increased, and notwithstand- 
ing that the mines, which form the principal industry of 
that region, have been closed down much of the time during 
the last year, business has been as good as during the years 
of licensed saloons. 

Mr. S. B. Eaton, manager of the largest coal mine there, 
said recently that any business man in the toivn, from a 

purely business point of veiw, could afford to pay $50 a year 
to cut the saloons out. This is the kind of talk one hears 
from leading citizens all over the town, and yet DuQuoin 
has been advertised far and wide as an example of the fail- 
ure of the anti-saloon policy. 

On tine Tolbogjfjanm 
The London Times has just published Dr. Dawson Burn’s 

annual statement of the British nation’s drink bill, which 
Consul Church Howe, of Manchester, states shows an actual 
decrease last year of nearly $29,000,000, or, allowing for 
increase of population, a decrease in expenditure equal to 
$36,644,321. The folloiving are the items: 

Decrease 
1908. from 1907. 

Spirits .$245,890,521 $12,273,381 
Beer . 480,899,821 12,365,806 
Wine 49,710,743 4,344,315 
Other liquors 7,299,750 

Total .$783,800,835 $28,983,502 
The sums spent per head of population in the three divi- 

sions of the United Kingdom were: 
England. Scotland. Ireland. 

Spirits .$ 4.90 $ 9.63 $ 5.99 
Beer 12.08 3.59 8.33 
Wine 1.18 1.03 .57 
Other liquors.18 .04 .06 

Total .$18.34 $14.29 $14.95 
Alcohol, gallons 1.9 1.3 1.5 

The saloon wants personal liberty to make drunkards, 
paupers, criminals, idiots, lunatics and anarchists. 

Saloons foster the white slave traffic. 


