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Chicago, December 5, 1907 

A TREnENDOUS POSSIBILITY 

The New York Sun makes a statement, so 

remarkable that we pause to remind the 
reader who and what the Sun is before quot- 
ing it. Recall then, that the New York Sun 
is one of the most prominent and powerful 
of the daily papers of the United States. Its 
editorial utterances, though often unscrupu- 
lous, always represent high intelligence, and 
are never reckless nor uttered without care- 

ful consideration. What you read in the Sun 
may not be true, but it is important. 

On Sunday, November 17, a brief edi- 

torial, bearing the title “The Wonderful 
Dawn of Prohibition” appears in that paper, 
and reads as follows: 

| “All through the south there are sounds and 
signs of a tremendous disposition to nominate a 
southern man for President. The idea is an ex- 
cellent one. Pick out a sane clean man and nom- 
inate him on a Prohibition platform and he will 
be elected overwhelmingly. He will sweep with 
him every southern state and two-thirds of all the 
rest.” 

The Prohibitionist will pause to wonder 
what the Sun means by this statement; will 
read it over and re-read it thoughtfully. He 
will look for irony; he will smell for sar- 

casm. Rut in the end will probably be 
forced to conclude that the New York Sun 
believes, or at least wishes its readers to be- 
lieve that it believes, that the Prohibition 
idea has already so far taken hold upon the 
people of the United States that a Prohi- 
bition President is a possibility right away. 

We simply remark that we, too, believe 
that, if the issue can be squarely joined, it 
will be found that the majority of the voters 
of the United States, properly informed, are 

against the liquor traffic. We further believe 
that at this hour the prospects are bright 
that, in the near future, the issue may be 
joined. 

But we are profoundly convinced that 
neither ihe Democratic party nor the Repub- 
lican party can or will nominate or will even 
dare to remotely dream of nominating any 
candidate for the Presidency upon a Prohi- 
bition platform. 

So far as any developments now in sight 
prophesy, the candidate to be nominated 
upon a Prohibition platform and sweep the 
country, whether he shall come from the 
North or from the South, must be nominated 
by the Prohibition party. 

The Prohibitionist who can face this fact 
without feeling a tremendous load of respon- 
sibility and hearing his whole manhood sum- 

moned to bear the load, is not yet awake to 
the opportunities of the hour. 

Hear! A Prohibition President is a possi- 
bility, not four or eight years in the future, 
but on March If, 1909! 

Are you ready to do, are you doing what 
we must do to make that possibility an actu- 
ality? 

WHAT iT MEANS—A STUDY OF THE 
TOKENS 

The careful reader will peruse the article 

upon the extent of Prohibition which begins 
on page one of this paper, with much inter- 

est, and will raise with himself the question, 
“What do these facts means ?” 

It is apparent to anyone that the growth 
of Prohibition and no-license territory, with- 
in the past few months, has been phenom- 
enal and enormous. The number of Prohibi- 
tion states has been doubled, since the 1st 
of August of this present year, and it takes 
but a short glimpse into the future to fore- 
see more states taking their place in the 
Prohibition column, while no-license terri- 

tory has grown by leaps and bounds and 

grows almost hourly. 
To the Prohibitionist all this is very grat- 

i tying, though he does not read it exactly as 

some of his fellow citizens read it. The Pro- 
hibitionist does not believe that non-partisan 
state Prohibition or local option will ever 

settle the drink question. His belief is 
founded upon long years of experience—ex- 
perience the testimony of which has all 

pointed in one way. The Prohibitionist, too, 
watches with a grain of caution the so-called 
“wave” movement. We have yet to see the 
result of the tremendous political and finan- 
cial pressure that will be brought to bear— 

that, unless we mistake, is already being 
brought to bear upon the daily papers that 
have been momentarily swept off their feet 

by the elan of the movement. The fight is 
not yet finished. The beginning of the end 
is probably here, but the end lies beyond 
the fiercest struggle that the cause has ever 

passed through. 
Yet the Prohibitionist is enthusiastically 

rejoicing. These facts* show the growth of 
Prohibition idea. These facts show that the 
mass of the American people earnestly desire 
to be rid of the liquor traffic; that the 

strength and manhood of the Union need 
only leadership to go forward in a movement 
that will sweep the whole infamy of the 
drink traffic into the oblivion of perdition. 

This is what we have been looking for and 
waiting for, for years, while we have biv- 
ouaced far out upon the skirmish line, wait- 
ing for the regiments to come up to the 
standard. 

Now they are coming, and we? 

We must push forward; wre must make our 

fight a thousand-fold hotter than ever be- 
fore; we must pitch our battle march high- 
er and make its tone more unmistakable 
than ever before. 

The position of leadership is ours. We 
must assume it and lead the hosts to victory. 

COMPROMISE 
In his message to the Prohibitionists of 

the United States, which appeared upon the 
first page of The National Prohibition- 
ist last week, Chairman Jones gave utter- 
ance to a statement that ought to be most 

thoughtfully weighed and most carefully 
remembered b}'' every Prohibitionist. He 
said: 

“We are in the flood-tide of a great moral 
awakening. The one danger is that all this 
God-inspired enthusiasm will spend itself in 
easy compromise.” 

The situation is not materially different 
fiom that which always confronts every great 
reform movement in the hour that just pre- 
cedes victory. The struggle has been long, 
and from many standpoints discouraging. 
Our forces are worn and spent. The enemy 
begins to yield at the most unexpected mo- 

ment. Disorganization, uncertainty, confu- 
sion, present themselves everywhere. Some 
of us are hardly sure even of our own cor- 

rect alignment. Voices call here and call 
there. 

In the midst of this confusion the enemy 
advances with what looks, at first sight, like 
a proposition to surrender; with a compro- 
mise that concedes us the victory, while it 
saves to him some of the advantages of the 
day. 

In this case the liquor business presents 
protestations of willingness to reform. The 
liquor seller becomes a “reformer,” louder in 

his acclamations, more vociferous in his 
protestations of anxiety for better things 
than even the opponents of the traffic have 
been. 

It would be easy, within the next twelve 
months, to come to an understanding with 
the liquor traffic that would make the 
liquor traffic of the future almost unrecog- 
nizable from the standpoint of the present; 
would make it appear to be clean, decent and 
respectable—and would leave it, withal, just 
as damnable in its character and just as 

pernicious in its results as it is today, while 
fastening it by the compromise for decades 
untold upon our children and our children's 
children. 

The compromiser will appear, the liquor 
traffic’s invitation to compromise is already 
issued. We shall be sure to hear trumpets 
“singing truce,” in the very near future. To 
the Prohibition party is committed the trust 
of seeing that the battle is to a finish. 

If we hold fast our lines, if we rigor- 
ously refuse every invitation to deviate from 
the straight line of march, and, withal, if we 

press forward with every energy centered 
upon aggressive battle, we shall not only be 
able to maintain the fight, but, as sure as 
there is a God in heaven, we will win the 
victory. 

SALOONS AND DRUNKARDS 
Some of the daily papers have been enjoy- 

ing an opportunity to attack the Prohibition 
theory upon the basis of certain statements 
said to have been given out by the Census 
Bureau at Washington, and said to show 
that the statistics of Prohibition cities show 
a greater number of arrests for drunkenness 


