
THE RECONNAISSANCE 
A Critical Review of Current Newspaper Thought and Utterance upon the " Drink Problem** 

Prohibition in the Daily 
Papers 
Upon the editorial pages of this pa- 

ler reference will be found to a re- 

markable statement made by the New 
¥ork Sun concerning the possibility of 
decting a President upon the Prohibi- 
ion issue. The Sun’s statement is, per- 
taps, the most pronounced that has ap- 
>earcd in any daily paper in the coun- 

ry and is likely to be studied with ex- 

reme care. Numerous other periodicals, 
iome of them in high standing, have 
ipoken in hardly less remarkable terms, 

[ndeed, during the last few weeks the 
recognition given to the Prohibition 
movement in the editorial columns of 
eading journals has been even more 

>henomenal than the remarkable growth 
)f Prohibition sentiment, as signified 
ty the elections that have taken place 
n various parts of the country. 

For example, the New York Tribune, 
t paper which has most rigidly ex- 

luded all favorable comment upon the 
’rohibition question for years past, 
ays: 

In spite of the statement of Sir 
James Crichton-Browne that total ab- 
stainers, like poets, are born, not 
made, and that their quality of life 
is not of the finest brand; notwith- 
standing, also, the protests of a no 
less eminent American against puri- 
tanizing the people of this country 
and depriving them of their gentle- 
manly vices, the fight for Prohibition 
seems to be making such headway as 
to afford little comfort to its oppo- 
nents. Nor can it be asserted con- 

vincingly that the movement is con- 
fined to those localities where it is de- 
sired to keep so inflammatory an 
article as alcohol away from a low 
class of negroes. Prohibition senti- 
ment seems to be growing stronger in 
many parts of the United States, and 
much progress has been made, at least 
theoretically, in the direction of Pro- 
hibition in places where a determined 
anti-saloon, sentiment would hardly 
have been looked for. 
The Philadelphia Ledger, another 

reat daily that has given its readers 
ery little chance to even guess that 
ach a thing as the Prohibition rnove- 

lent has existed, speaks in this wise: 
Prohibition’s spread is one of the re- 

markable phenomena of the day. The 
movement has gained vastly in 
strength by changing its appeal from 
the moral and domestic sentiment to 
the economic side of drinking. Rather 
is it that the economic side has been 
added, for there is no lessening of 
the argument for home and morality. 
The Ledger then offers a suggestion 

> the saloon men. looking to the possi- 
!e preservation of their business. It 
tys: 

The saloon men cannot fight the 
Prohibitionists. They can so conduct 
saloons that the evils of overdrinking 
will not be offensively thrust before 
the public. Whether they like the sug- 
gestion or not, they must join the 
forces of temperance and good order 
by helping to prevent the improper 
and excessive consumption of intoxi- 
cating liquors. 
The St. Louis Globc-Democrat intro- 
ices an editorial entitled the “Prohibi- 
5n Wave” with the sentence: 

The Prohibition movement’s con- 
quering march is one of the most in- 
teresting sociological phenomena of 
the day. 

and concludes with the significant state- 

ment : 

Though Neal Dow, the author of 
the “Maine law” and the father of 
militant Prohibition, has been dead for 
many years, his soul is marching on. 

The Philadelphia North American, 
commenting upon the results of the elec- 
tion, at first says that no national issue 
was involved in the election, and then 
corrects itself, saying: 

We have said that no national issue 
was involved in the election. There 
was one, however, which is rapidly 
becoming national. Neither the friends 
nor the enemies of temperance legis- 
lation can fail to take account of the 
remarkable advance of the Prohibi- 

it, and reviling people, and reading 
them out of the party—they are only 
taking step with the march of ideas 
toward a freer, purer, grander repub- 
lic. There may be little rebuffs here 
and there; but, no matter; these al- 
ways occur in great movements in be- 
half of noble ideals. But let us recol- 
lect that moral purpose never yet en- 

countered a Waterloo. 
The Chronicle, Houston, Texas, a pa- 

per in whose columns, not very long 
since, anything favorable to Prohibition 
would have been looked for in vain, 
comments upon the situation today, 
thus: 

There is something peculiar about 
the recent rapid development of the 
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tion movement. It was a minor feat- 
ure, but none the less a feature, of the 
campaign in a dozen states and cities. 
The Columbus, Ohio, Journal in a 

strain that sounds so new in the col- 
umns of a daily paper that the reader 
almost wonders whence it came and 
what were the influences that inspired 
it, says: 

Let us not damage our politics or 
stain our business by any expectation 
that the cause of temperance is going 
to languish or that the saloon is go- 
ing to dominate the public welfare. 
We have been going on that idea too 
long, and politicians have been get- 
ting down into the dirt too often, 
thinking that would win. 

It has now; but the days of these 
victories are past. The days of _a 
truer, higher citizenship are coming, 
and it is going to say its say, in be- 
half of a public service uncorrupted 
by money or whisky. This progress 
of moral purpose is as irresistible and 
constant as a glacier; and it goes 
about as cooly and quietly, determined 
that moral conviction shall hold sway 
in public opinion. 

There is no use getting mad about 

Prohibition sentiment in the South. 
Up to within recent years the Prohibi- 
tionists have been looked upon by 
many people as a lot of enthusiastic 
cranks, who were striving after the 
unattainable and undertaking an im- 
possible task. Every four years the 
Prohibitionists nominate Presidential 
candidates, and the nomination has 
heretofore been treated as a joke, but 
every Election shows a large increase 
in the Prohibition vote, and every 
year, and almost every day, Prohibi- 
tion territory is increased. The 
question will intensify in interest with 
each passing year. 
The Chicago Examiner says: 

The great gains recently made by 
Prohibition constitute a most inter- 
esting fact. There are, of course, 
widely differing opinions on this sub- 
ject. But no one can deny that the 
late triumphs of the sentiment have 
been remarkable. They stand out, in 
point of interest, above contempor- 
aneous facts, just as the marked in- 
dustrial movement in the South did 
several years ago. 
The Buffalo Times, after saying that 

many of us when we were young used 
to be amused by the elocutionists who 
rendered temperance selections and used 

w 
to find pleasant entertainment at the 
Good Templars’ Lodge, says: 

Very few of us dreamed that a 

time would ever come when town aft- 
er town and county after county and 
state after state would march with 
quiet faces up to its ballot boxes and 
vote for Prohibition. And that only 
shows how little we knew about the 
great throbbing human heart of a 

people who have been growing all 
these years in wisdom and thought- 
fulness and independence. 
The Woman’s National Daily re- 

marks : 

There is, however, no question as to 
the growth of the Prohibition senti- 
ment—a sentiment which is not al- 
ways exhibited by the strength of the 
Prohibition party in campaigns and 
elections, but which makes itself mani- 
fest in many ways wherever it is made 
a state or local issue. That it will 
eventually become a national issue, 
and one with which both the great 
parties of today will have to seriously 
reckon, is already an established fact. 
In 1900 the national Prohibition party 
polled only 208,000 votes. Four years 
later it made a gain of 58,538 votes. 
Not much, to be sure, but, in the face 
of these figures look at the Prohibi- 
tion map. 

A Hostile Note 
There is, of course, to be found an 

opposing note in the tone of editorial 
discussion. The Chicago Tribune, for 

example, tries to make the result of the 
election an argument against the Pro- 
hibition party. It says: 

A study of the result of last 
day’s election compared with thV. 
strength of the Prohibition party as 

shown by its vote for President in 
1904 brings out impressively the fact 
that Prohibition is a moral or eco- 
nomic question and not a political one. 
In the regions where the Prohibition 
sentiment is strongest the Prohibition 
vote is insignificant. The sooner 
it is recognized that Prohibition is not 
a political issue but a purely local 
question which each community should 
decide for itself according to its ideas 
of morality or economics or personal 
liberty the better, for then the ex- 
cellent persons who throw away their 
votes at every election by supporting 
Prohibition candidates will be free to 
help decide other questions which 
come before the voters and on which 
they ought to have an opinion. 

Special Christmas Offer 
Any Subscriber whose name was 

upon the list of The Defender, The 
Home Defender or The New Voice, 
sending his renewal subscription to 
The National Prohibitionist at 
once, may add two Gift Subscriptions 
for friends at half-price. 

That is, send $2 and we Renew 
Your Subscription for One Year and 
send the Paper for One Year to two 
friends whose names you send. 

This is purely for Christmas Pres- 
ents and holds good only until De- 
cember 25. The Gift Subscriptions 
will be discontinued at the conclusion 
of year paid for. 

You can’t make a better Christmas 
Present to any friend than to give 
him a year’s reading of The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist. \ 

Remember, $2 pays your renewal 
for a year and sends the paper to two 
friends. Address, 

The National Prohibitionist, 
87 Washington St., 

CHICAGO. 


