
today a half-dozen strong, well-sustained party 
papers ?” 

The answer is readily suggested when one 

looks at the history of other periodicals. In the 
publishing world in general, perhaps one paper 
or magazine survives and is a success for a dozen 
launched; and where success is attained it is 
either at the price of a tremendous struggle or 

the result of large capital invested. Perhaps 
only twice in the history of Prohibition news- 

papers has the investment been large enough at 

the outset to warrant the expectation of success. 

In those two cases success was achieved, and 
the party lost the results of the success only by 
the intervention of circumstances that were be- 

yond control. 
The National Prohibitionist is the result of 

plans, carefully laid and thus far successfully 
carried out, for making certain of success, for 

the building of a paper that shall champion the 
Prohibition party and the Prohibition cause ade- 

quately, widely, continuously and, at length, 
triumphantly. 

Mr. Stewart in his appeal has outlined the 
situation that existed up to the middle of the 

year 1907. The New Voice, the grandest of all 
Prohibition papers of the past, had ceased to 

sound the war-note and had disappeared from 
the field; The Defender was strong editorially, 
was reaching wider and wider, but in spite of the 

generosity of friends, was under a terrific handi- 

cap for lack of capital. Of The Home Defender 
in Chicago similar facts were true. At length 
a day came, in August of 1907, when it was 

discovered that it would be possible to unite 
The New Voice with The Defender and give 
the paper, at a single stroke, a circulation as 

wide as the nation, and fairly adequate for the 

needs of the party. There were problems to be 

solved, grave problems. The first conference 
that undertook them met in the office of Mr. 
Alfred L. Manierre in New York city. There 
were present the publishers of The Defender, 
Messrs. Ferguson and Pendell, Mr. Stewart, 
who was visiting the city and had learned of 
the situation, and Mr. Manierre. It was unani- 

mously concluded that the opportunity was so 

great and the prospect so bright that some ad- 
vanced step should be taken. 

Additional counsel was sought. Mr. William 
T. Wardwell, The Defender’s life-long friend 
and trusted adviser, was in the heart of the 
Adirondacks, but nearer by, at Lake Mohonk 
in the Shuanguan mountains, was William W. 
Smith, and the day following saw Messrs. 
Stewart and Ferguson riding over the wooded 
ridges to meet Mr. Smith. 

From that conference perhaps more than from 
the one that preceded it, dates the beginning of 
the enterprise that on the twenty-eighth of No- 
vember was crowned with the publication of 
the first number of The National Prohibitionist. 
For, after careful discussion, the visitors came 

away with such warm assurances of interest 
and such a hearty God-speed, that failure seemed 
a thing imposible, and was never thereafter con- 

templated. 
Mr. Stewart shrank from the task of appear- 

ing before the Prohibitionists of the country in 
an effort to. raise the necessary funds to make 
the dream a reality, but the gentlemen who had 
been consulted, as well as others who were soon 

brought into consultation, pressed him into the 
service as the one man peculiarly fitted, because 
of his experience and wide acquaintance, to 
undertake the work. “To the man to whom the 

Prohibitionists of the United States entrusted 

$227,000 in the five years during which he was 

national chairman, they will certainly now entrust 

the comparatively small sum needed for the 

accomplishment of this work.” That was th$<| 
way the workers reasoned. And so Mr. Stewart 

signed the appeal for funds that went out, and 
secured the money by which the control of The 
New Voice was secured for consolidation with 
The Defender. 

The time is not yet for a list of the con- 

tributors to that fund. The contributions ranged 
from cents to many hundreds of dollars. Har- 
mon Yerkes, Alfred Manierre, John McKee, 
J. B. Lewis, C. C. Crowell, George Chester, 
Charles Eckhart—these were some of those 
who reached deeply into their pockets to make 
the beginning that is to result in things so far 

beyond anything then dreamed of. 
On the eve of the accomplishment of all this, it 

was discovered that a still greater achievement 
was possiblethat The Home Defender could be 
added to the combination. This presented seri- 

ous complications of financial character, but after 
hurried, though diligent investigation, a supple- 
mental appeal was made which resulted in the 

immediate raising of sufficient funds to make 
it possible to take over for the new combination 
the business of The Home Defender, and to add 
that paper’s list to the large list already in the 

combine, placing the party once more in the 

possession of a Prohibition journal of really 
wide circulation. 

It is for the purpose of putting the capstone 
of complete success upon this enterprise that Mr. 
Stewart, in behalf of the gentlemen who have 
laid the task upon him, makes the appeal which 
appears upon page one. 

And Still They Cheer 
[From the Christian Conservator.] 

Not since The Voice was printed a score of 

years ago have the proportionate approximate 
unity of the Prohibitionists been applied to one 

national paper as the one born from a combina- 
tion of The Defender of New York city and 
The Home Defender of Chicago last month. Its 
combined subscriptions number about 50,000. 

[From the Venango Daily Herald.] 
Comes to the editor’s desk, with its finely 

printed sixteen pages of conviction, the new 

national Prohibition weekly, The National Pro- 
hibitionist. In it are merged The Defender (New 
York), The Home Defender (Chicago), and The 

New Voice, long the most potent power for 
Prohibition in the world. This gives it a nation- 
wide clientele, if not a world-wide one, of the 

best posted and most enthusiastic Prohibition be- 
lievers. It is edited by the talented, persistent, 
widely-experienced William P. F. Ferguson of 

New York, former editor of The Defender, and, 
before that, of The New Voice, one of the strong- 
est and most forceful men in the Prohibition 
movement. In its business corps the paper has 
Edward E. Blake, a clear-headed young man 

with long business training, who formerly owned 
The Home Defender, and Mr. Pendell, former 
business manager of The Defender. Experience, 
brains and enthusiasm will combine to make this 

the mightiest organ for Prohibition the move- 

ment has yet seen. May God bless The Na- 

tional Prohibitionist! 

[From the Wisconsin Christian Advocate.] 
This is one of the best things that has yet 

happened and an event which the Wisconsin 

Christian Advocate hails with great joy. This 

movement combines in one, The Defender, The 

Home Defender and The New Voice—a consum- 

mation for which every loyal Prohibitionist 

should be devoutly thankful. The Advocate is 

pleased with the name, The National Prohibi- 
tionist. It indicates the purpose of our party. 
The liquor traffic is a national evil. It requires 
a national weapon to fight it. 

It is an evil that must not be dallied with— 
no temporizing, regulating or restricting meas- 

ures are worth a fig. The cheapejt, the quick- 
est, the most satisfactory and effective way is 
to prohibit it. Hence the name National Prohi- 
bitionist. We fail to see how a better name 

could have been found. Now let every tem- 

perance man subscribe for it at once! 
Its editor, Mr. Ferguson, is a trenchant writer. 
His editorials always ring true. Shilly-shally- 
ing policies never find favor with him. None 
of our exchanges have been more welcome or 

more carefully read than the publications under 
his control, and now we await with great ex- 

pectancy the pleasure of listening again to the 
“Voice of the Defender of the Home” with 
the garb of The National Prohibitionist upon 
him. May this newest and greatest venture 
be abundantly successful. 

The National Prohibitionist:—Enclosed 
find check to pay for twenty-five annual sub- 
scriptions to The National Prohibitionist, list 
of which is herewith enclosed. I wish that at 
least one thousand Prohibitionists would do as I 
am doing, thus adding twenty-five thousand sub- 
scriptions to your list, and a substantial bit of 
cash to your bank account. 

Dallas, Texas. J. B. Cranfill. 

The National Prohibitionist:—Allow me to 

congratulate you on the new paper. It is a 

beauty, and a bright promise of a brighter day 
that I believe is dawning for the Prohibition 
party. Words cannot express the joy of my 
heart on learning of the reunion of forces, and 
the determination on the part of all to work 
for the upbuilding of the party. With such a 

spirit, and such a paper as The National Pro±^ 
hibitionist gives promise of being, is it too much 
to hope that our slogan of “A million votes in 
1908,” may be realized, and we may see in the 
next few years the complete annihilation of the 

legalized liquor traffic? May God grant it. 
P. F. Paige, 

Dallas, Texas. State Secretary. 

♦The National Prohibitionist:—I shall keep 
a file of The National Prohibitionist, for I am 

expecting it to be “in at the death” of the drink 
curse. We are now on the home stretch. 

Anna Sloan Walker, 
President Women’s Prohibition Club of America. 

Decatur, 111. 

The National Prohibitionist:—I want to ex- 

press my intense interest and appreciation of 
the very gratifying change which you have lately 
brought about in the Prohibition newspaper 
world. I am confident you will be made glad 
by the way all friends of the cause will come to 

your support. 
While I am sorry to see the name Defender, 

which I had the privilege of giving to the late 
paper, and which in its best sense meant so 

much, taking its place among the relics of the 
past, and while I shall always remember the 

grand work of that paper and the sacrifices 
of its editors with joy, because of my having 
had a small part in the struggle, and to think 
that there are men in the world who are willing 
to immolate themselves in such wise upon such 
an altar, for such a cause, yet I am sure the 
new name is much more appropriate. It brings 
the publication out into the open; challengii 
all enemies of righteousness to open warfare, 
and putting them on the defensive. All hail to 
the name, and the fellows back of it. 

J. A. Hartman, 
Albion, N. Y. State Treasurer. 


