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Chicago, December 12, 1907 

THE EXTENSION PLAN 

The publication of the appeal which is 
signed by Mr. Oliver W. Stewart, in behalf 
of the Extension Committee, and is found 
upon the first page of this paper, is a matter 
which might be looked upon as slightly del- 
icate in its character and one upon which 
we ought to speak with something of diffi- 
dence. We think, however, that, when any- 
one will review the history of Prohibition pa- 
pers, they will not accuse us of any attempt 
to take advantage of the Prohibition public 
for personal ends. It is scarcely egotistical 
to say that there is probably no man now 

connected with The National Prohibitionist, 
who, during the last ten years could not have 
secured for himself far more in the way of 
rewards and emoluments in almost any other 
kind of service than he has received in Pro- 
hibition newspaper work, while it is proba- 
bly true that the men who have taken upon 
themselves the legal financial responsibility 
of the publication of this paper have shoul- 
dered a load of which no financially respon- 
sible members of the party would willingly 
relieve them upon even terms. 

Under these circumstances we have no hes- 
itation in giving space to the appeal and ex- 

pressing frankly our opinion that money in- 
vested in response to it will be well spent in 

forwarding the work of the Prohibition party 
and the interests of the Prohibition cause. 

There is no reason why, with honest and 

capable management, with fair economy and 
vigorous industry on the part of all con- 

cerned, a Prohibition newspaper, once well 
established, should not be successful. Upon 
the other hand, there are at least two illus- 
trations of brilliant success which go to show 
that there is no necessity of failure in the 
work. We are not organized for failure, do 
not contemplate faiiure; upon the contrary, 
The National Prohibitionist has organized 
for success and looks forward to success, but 

frankly admits that that success is possible 
only by the co-operation of a large number 
of our people. 

We are the inheritors of conditions, some 

of them exceedingly unfavorable; we are the 

heirs of mistakes made by those who have 

gone before us, and taking the form of bur- 
dens which we must bear. We purpose to 

put our shoulders to these burdens as bravely 
as possible, but the burdens will be vastly 
lighter and our work will be correspondingly 
better, if the people in whose service the 
mistakes were made will help us with a lift 
from their shoulders. 

The primary object for which The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist is published is to for- 
ward the interests of the Prohibition cause 

and build up the Prohibition party. That 
the paper may some time make money, we 

hope; indeed, it would be a sorry thing for 
us to contemplate, putting our lives into this 
work as we are putting them, were the possi- 
bility of making some reasonable return, at 
some time in the future, removed. 

We need not outline again what this paper 
expects to be and do, further than to say 
that the best which has been accomplished 
in the past in Prohibition journalism we 

shall strenuousl}7 endeavor to imitate, and 
those achievements to which the whole party 
points with pride—the arousing of the coun- 

try, the awakening of sentiment, the rallying 
of voters to the Prohibition standard—these 
are the things we shall try to repeat. 

We invite particular attention to the fact 
that the chief end of the work of this com- 

mittee is the work of extension; it is not to 

help The National Prohibitionist “struggle 
on;” it is not to “keep our heads above 
water;” it is to help make this paper felt 
from ocean to ocean; to help take advantage 
of the tremendous opportunities of the pres- 
ent hour for and in behalf of the Prohibi- 
tion party. 

There never was so wide a field open be- 
fore us in all our past history; there never 

weie so many people wanting information 
upon the Prohibition question; it never was 

so easy to find readers for a Prohibition pa- 
per as it is today, and with the help that this 
committee purposes to give, we believe that 
this paper can not only double its number of 
readers where it already has them by the tens 
of thousands in the East, the Middle West, 
and the Far West, but can invade the south- 
ern states, where the Prohibition question 
is today the foremost topic of consideration, 
and where as yet. the Prohibition party is 
almost unknown, and in tens of thousands of 

-southern homes be heard for the party and 
the cause. 

This might be done in some small measure, 
without such assistance as has been planned 
by the committee, but it can not be done in 
the broad, comprehensive, victorious fashion 
in which the committee plans to help do it 
in time for effect upon the coming election, 
unless there is such assistance, organized and 
general and generous, as Mr. Stewart asks 
for in the letter which is published on page 
one. 

We do not believe that we place any false 
estimate upon the importance of this paper 
to the cause at this hour. We believe that 
nowhere can Prohibition money be as well 

spent as in helping to put this paper in the 

very fore-front of American journalism; in 

helping to make it as well-known, as much 

quoted as any of the great national week- 

lies; in helping to make it a terror to evil- 

doers, yet we are unwilling that any other 

interests of the party should be ignored in 

order to assist this work. We venture to re- 

mind out friends that the national commit- 

tee, the state committees and the local com- 

mittees need funds, yet we believe that we 

voice the opinion of the most experienced 
committee-workers of the party when we say 
that $100 invested now in The National Pro- 
hibitionist will be likely to do the work of 

$1,000 invested anywhere else, before the 
ballots fall in the ballot box next November. 
Not only so, but we believe that if the Pro- 
hibitionists of the United States will place 
in the hands of the Extension Committee the 

money which it asks for, for the purpose of 

•extending the influence of The National 
Prohibitionist, it will result in ten times 
that sum being paid into the treasuries of 
the various committees, local, state and na- 

tional, before the next election day. Help 
reach 50,000 more American homes than are 

reached today, and The National Prohibi- 
tionist will prove the biggest factor in rais- 

ing Prohibition party funds that has ever 

been discovered. 

Frankly, we ask a careful consideration of 
Mr. Stewart’s appeal and a generous re- 

sponse. 
And now let us say, humbly and sincerely, 

that we are profoundly moved by the kindly 
spirit and the warm brotherliness with which 
The National Prohibitionist has been re- 

ceived by the party at large. We are cheered 

by the tokens on every hand of a revival of 

harmony and comradery. We believe our- 

selves prepared to give better service to the 
cause than we ever before have given, and 
we pledge ourselves, The National Prohibi- 
tionist, with all that thereto pertaineth and 

belongeth, to the service of the cause in this 

campaign with fidelity, enthusiasm, untiring 
energy and sleepless devotion. 

A PLEA FOR ANARCHY 

The anarchistic criminality of the saloon 
and the whole liquor business, which makes 
them, everywhere and always, defiant rebels 
against any law that interferes with their 

plundering of the people, finds a mouth- 
piece in the eminently respectable Evening 
Post of Chicago. 

On Saturday, December 7, in an editorial 
bearing the title “Temperance Reform,”and 
beginning with elaborate expressions of de- 
light over the progress of temperance senti- 
ment, that paper argues against the enforce- 
ment of the Sunday closing law in the city 
of Chicago. To The National Prohibitionist 
the matter of Sunday closing does not seem 

to be specially important, as a temperance 
measure. True, Sunday is the day when the 
saloon gets its best chance to do its worst 
work, and in that respect the closing of the 
saloon on Sunday is a temperance measure of 
importance. From the standpoint of the Sab- 


