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Chicago, December 19, 1907 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING— 
WHAT NOT 

"Do you not think that the most important 
thing now before us is to find some strong, promi- 
nent temperance Democrat or Republican who is 
willing to become our leader in the coming cam- 

paign ?” 

In one form and in another this question 
lias already reached the offices of The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist several times, and seems 

to warrant a thoughtful and candid answer. 

We recogni/.e that it would probably mean 

much for the Prohibition reform and might 
advance the Prohibition party to a posi- 
tion of power and influence that it has never 

yet reached, if, between now and the sitting 
of our convention at Columbus, some man, 
such as is described in the paragraph above, 
would do what John P. St. John did in 

1884—march out of a corrupt, old, license 

party, burn his bridges behind him, and 
come into the Prohibition party for better 
or for worse and take such a position of 

leadership as his abilities and experience 
might merit. We can think of some half- 
dozen men whose general character, prom- 
inence and association with the movement 

against the liquor traffic are such that this 
course would be possible for them. Some 
of them in published and spoken words have 
so nearly committed themselves to the logic 
of the Prohibition party position that it 
seems, at first sight, that they could prop- 
erly be expected to do this. 

But we search in vain for anyone who gives 
us any reasonable ground to hope for such 
action. 

Perhaps four men have been spoken of 

prominently enough, at one time and an- 

other, in Prohibition periodicals that it is 

proper to mention their names here. Some 
of our people have talked about Governor 
Hanley of Indiana, but Governor Hanley 
has himself declared the idea to be “absurd,” 
and there is not a sign in the political skies 
of any break between him and his party. 
Some months ago some of our people grew 
very enthusiastic over Governor Folk, but, 
not only is he firmly bedded in Democratic 

politics but his personal habits are such, 

according to reliable report, that it would 
be absolutely impossible to consider him a 

leader for the Prohibition movement. Others, 
with less reason, have turned their eyes 
toward Governor Smith of Georgia, whose 

signing of the Prohibition bill was much 

applauded, but when it is known that Gov- 
ernor Smith fought the Prohibition bill with 
all his energy and with all the influence of 
the great paper which he owns, so long as 

there was any hope of defeating it; that he 
for years has been a profit-sharer in one of 
the most pernicious barrooms of the state of 

Georgia, and that today his daily paper is 

making revenue from the liquor advertis- 
ing, little more need to be said about him. 

Perhaps the most hopeful man upon the 
horizon is Governor Glenn of North Caro- 
lina, a man of high character and a fearless 
and outspoken enemy of the liquor traffic, 
but Governor Glenn, according to the relia- 
ble statement published elsewhere in this 

paper, refuses to consider the proposition of 

leaving the party of Murphy and Taggart 
and Roger Sullivan. 

We take it that there is no need of talk- 
ing about nominating any man at Columbus 
who is not willing to leave the whole field 
of gin mill politics and to align himself 
squarely in the Prohibition position. 

Now there may be, somewhere, some other 
leader with all the requisite abilities and 

qualifications, ready to join us, but this 
thing is certain (and on this we cannot lay 
too much emphasis) that no such man will 
come to us unless he sees our party exhibit 
such evidences of earnestness and courage 
and aggressiveness that he believes that we 

offer him the best possible field for fighting 
the liquor traffic successfully. 

This answers the question asked above in 
the negative and turns the emphasis upon 
another thing. Some leader from outside 
the party is to be found or not to be found, 
but, in either case, the "most important 
thing now before us” is to put our party 
into the front rank. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING — 

WHAT IT IS 

Now, we may go on to consider for a mo- 

ment what this means? There are today 
probably something more than 250,000 men 

in the United States who call themselves 
Prohibitionists, and who expect to vote the 
Prohibition ticket at the next national 
election. That means an army of sufficient 
size to make a tremendous campaign and 
secure numerous advantages, could it be 
brought into action. It can be brought into 
action if we can do three things. 

I. Create a means of thorough intercom- 
munication—that means the Prohibition 
paper—and we have perhaps said enough 
upon that subject in the recent past that we 

need not discuss it now. 

II. Secure reasonably complete organi- 
zation. We have a national committtee 
which maintains a national headquarters, 
and is doing much highly valuable work; 

we have a state committee, more or less 

complete, with state headquarters in most 

)f the states of the Union, but in by far too 

many of the states the organization stops , 

there, and in nearly all of the states our * 

town and precinct organizations have practi- 
cally no existence, except on paper. An 

army, without regimental or company organ- 
ization, consisting merely of masses of men, 

owing more or less allegiance to a general 
head, might just as well talk of winning vic- 
tories against a well-organized enemy as we 

of gaining the political successes that we 

desire with the almost total lack of local 

organization which now exists. 
The work of organization cannot be done 

by the national chairman, nor yet by the 
state chairmen, although they each may help; 
it can be done only by local men who are 

willing to undertake the task and bear the 
burden and do the work. Very largely these 
men must assume the position of leadership 
and must “go ahead,” and, knowing what 

ought to be done, must do it themselves. 
These months that lie immediately before us 

are the months in which this ought to be 
done. If a thousand of the men who read 
this paper will organize their own counties 
or their own townships during the next sixty 
days, it will count tremendously, not only 
in the ballot box next November, but in the 
outlining and ordering of the campaign fight 
that will precede the voting. 

III. After all is said and done, that sor- 

did thing which we call “the sinews of war” 
has to be remembered as the prop that up- >, 

holds the whole structure of any reform 
movement, no matter how religious or how 
moral it may be. The Prohibition cause has 
witnessed most generous giving, but (and we 

say it thoughtfully and with disposition to 

harshly criticise no one) the organization 
has never had a tenth part of the funds at 
its disposal that it should have had. Mak- 
ing exception of a few aged men, a few 
invalids and a few who have suffered some 

extreme misfortune, there is no Prohibition- 
ist of all the 250,000 who at this moment, 
it is safe to say, expects to vote our ticket 
next fall, who could not, between now and 
the time when the Columbus convention sits, 
contribute a minimum of five dollars to the 
various committees of our party. That 
would mean starting the campaign with a 

campaign fund of a million and a quarter 
dollars. It would mean more than that, for 
if 249,000 of these men would contribute five 
dollars each, the remaining thousand, under 
the impulse of such generosity on behalf of 
the many, could be counted on for another 
million above their pro rata share. 

Does this sound like a dream? It is the 
mere statement of possibility—a statement 
of a possibility that ought to be actuality. 
Tf we today cared as much about the triumph 
of the Prohibition cause as the Boers cared 
for their freedom, as the Cubans cared for 
“Cuba libre /' as the Confederates cared for 
the triumph of the Stars and Bars, a cam- 

paign fund of two and a half million dollars 


