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fit seems to be necessary to call the attention of the many friends who are 
offering The National Prihibitionist their reasons for being members of the 
Prohibition party, to the original proposition which was placed before the 
readers of The Defender. This proposition was called forth by a question acidressed by a citizens’ committee which was interviewing a Prohibition can- 
didate with a view to giving him the endorsement of an influential organization. I hey said to him, “Why are you a Prohibitionist?” It occurred to the editor 
of 1 he Defender that, if the same question were addressed to a large number of 
our people, they would find difficulty in giving a clear and brief answer which would be convincing to the average citizen. The answers given below are taken, 
practically at random, from hundreds of communications which come to this office. 7he National Prohibitionist has exercised the right to change the form of many of them, but the views and expression remain unchanged. Another 
instalment, at least, of these answers will be published, and the readers are 
requested to remember that no answer will be considered which runs beyond seventy-five words, nor unless it reaches the editor whollv separate from business matters.—Editorial Note.] 

1 am a Prohibitionist because as a 

citizen I recognize my duty to express 
my will upon matters of governmental 
importance, commonly called political 
issues; because such expression can be 
made only at the ballot-box; because 
effective expression at the ballot-box 
requires party organization; because I 
recognize the liquor question as the 
greatest issue in American public affairs, 
whether it be viewed from the moral, 
the social or the financial standpoint; 
and because no other political party 
gives me the opportunity to express my 
will concerning the liquor question hon- 
estly. 1 he others give me the oppor- 
tunity to say “Yes” to the present sys- 
tem of perpetuation, but no opportun- 
ity to say “No.” 

[Major] James A. Douglas. 
New York. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because I am 
compelled to choose whether I shall be 
a Prohibitionist or a Perpetuationist. 
My government says that I must choose, and I choose that which I believe to be 
for the good of my country; my sense 
of responsibility as a father tells me 
that I must choose, and I .choose to set 
a high ideal and a good example be- 
fore my children; my Lord says that I 
must choose, and I have made my choice 
for Jesus sake. I am a Prohibitionist 
for the sake of my God, my home and 
my native land. 

George W. Norman. 
Princeton, Indiana. 

1 am a Prohibitionist; because a 
license party does not represent my 
convictions. My party is my agent, 
representative and servant in the ad- 
ministration of government. What 1 
do by my party, 1 do by myself. If my 
agent licenses saloons so do I. 

James W. Bodley. 
Staunton, Virginia. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because I am 
opposed to the liquor traffic and believe 
that laws against it can be best enforced 
by officials with united constituencies 
behind them ; because the party stands 
for the initiative and referendum, a non- 
partizan tariff commission, tor electing 
United States Senators by direct vote 
of the people. 

Chas. R. Evans. 
Lansing, Michigan. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
Prohibition party comes nearest to voic- 
ing my convictions along moral and 
economic lines, and because I prefer to 
vote for what I want even if I do not 
get it, rather than to vote for what I 
do not want and get it quick. 

William L. Coryell. 
Pontiac, Michigan. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because to vote 
for a party is to become an active par- ticipant in its deeds. To vote for either 
old party, is to become a promoter of 
the liquor business—hence a promoter of idiocy, insanity, adultery and murder. 
To cast such a vote in ignorance of the 
above facts, is no longer excusable. To 
do it knowingly, is to commit a sin 
against God, before which robbery and 
profanity pale into semi-innocence. 

[The Rev.] R. E. O’Byrne. 
Oxford, Ohio. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because as a 
citizen 1 feel it my bounded duty to 
exercise the right of franchise. Both 
the Republican and Democratic parties 
are in favor of the licensed liquor traf- 
fic and I cannot conscientiously vote for 
nor with either of them. The Prohibi- 
tion party is the only political party that is opposed to the legalizing of the 
liquor traffic. I must necessarily be a 
Prohibitionist or be disfranchised. 

J. W. Barrus. 
Port Byron, New York. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because I 
know Prohibition to be right, both as 
a matter of righteous principle and 
God-approved practice; because the rum 
traffic is dishonoring to God and a 
superlative curse to our fallen humanity 
and is only frought with shame, misery, 
disgrace and death, both of soul and 
body to its sad victims. 

Evans Thompson. 
Senecaville, Ohio. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
Prohibition party is the only party with 
a real, important and permanent issue. 
We don’t have to hunt for an issue 
every four years. Because it is the only 
party with a platform fit for a clean, 
law-abiding, law-respecting citizen to 
stand on; because I vote as T think, and 
not as the majority may vote. 

J. W. Cunningham. 
Vincennes, Indiana. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
Prohibition party stands for the removal 
of the drink traffic, and because the old 
parties have always failed to act for its 
removal and there is no hope of their 
doing better in the future. 

J. E. Miles. 
Friendswood, Texas. 

T am a Prohibitionist; because in my 
judgment by working and voting for the 
Prohibition party I can do the most to 
feed the hungry and clothe the naked, 
and Jesus Christ has told me that in 
doing that for the least of his brethren, 
I am doing it for Him. 

Edwin S. Smith. 
Hartford, Conn. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because I do 
not want my friends, when I am gone, 
to have to apologize for the stand I 
took on the temperance question. 

William E. Wade. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because every 
one of the Ten Commandments compel 
me to be one, and by being a Prohibi- 
tionist I can appeal to men’s honesty. 
The Eighth Commandment says, “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Political economy says 
there are three ways of getting money 
—earn it; have it given to you and steal 
it. Liquor money is stolen. 

J. L. Sizer. 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
liquor business is an unmitigated evil, 
the worst enemy of God and man; the 
government, state or city or town, that 
licenses it is a party with it, and the 
voter who casts his ballot for any man 
in favor of licensing it is an enemy to 
God and man. There is no other plat- 
form for a Christian voter to stand on. 

_H. W. Fatton. 
Shubuta, Mississippi. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
Prohibition party is the only one pledged 
to the extermination of the liquor busi- 
ness, which I consider the greatest of all 
evils, and I could not favor the liquor 
business and vote for it and be con- 
sistent in my Christianity. 

George H. Cox. 
Burnet, Texas. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
Prohibition party is the only party that 
opposes the licensed liquor traffic, and 
because national Prohibition, for which 
the Prohibition party stands, is the only 
remedy for the liquor evil. 

S. L. Swasey. 
Concord, New Hampshire. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because I spent 
the first twenty-three years of my life 
in a town where they sold whisky and I 
have never seen any good come from 
drinking. A. J. Rowland. 

Leander, Texas. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because the 
Prohibition party is the only party in 
favor of the overthrow of the liquor 
traffic. The old parties are doing just 
enough to hold the Christian vote and 
not lose the saloon vote. 

O. C. Passmore. 
Boulder, Colorado. 

1 am a Prohibitionist; because a 

straight Prohibition vote is the only 
voice recognized by our government 
against the partnership of the govern- 
ment with the liquor traffic and for the 
complete prohibition of the manufacture 
and sale of liquor; and because the past 
has proved that all other ways of deal- 
ing with this great question are inade- 
quate. 

Alexander E. McEathron. 
De Pere, Wisconsin. 

I am a Prohibitionist; because I see 

people robbed, much suffering continu- 
ally, my taxes doubled as a result of the 
liquor business, and because there is no 

hope of relief under the permanent and 
fixed policy of any and all other politi- 
cal parties. D. W. Emerson. 

Emerson, Wisconsin. 

It is a well-known fact that the con- 

gestion of so many idle, shiftless ne- 

groes in the cities is largely due to the 
fact that they can get liquor there more 

easily and cheaply. The result has been 
seen in the scarcity of farm labor 
throughout the South as well as in the 
increase of negro crime in the cities. 
If through Prohibition these negroes re- 
turn to the country to labor in the fields, 
the economic situation in this section 
will feel the benefit, and the negroes 
themselves will be healthier and better 
off in every way.—The Nas\hville Ten- 
nesseean. 

Listen, listen, don’t you hear the sound? 
The morning seems to glisten on the rising 

ground; 
There is music in the air, 
You can hear it everywhere, 
There’s Prohibition music all around. 

WEDDING BELLS 

Life Union Begins Under the Ever- 
lasting Sunshine of the City of 

the Angels 
[From Fellowship, Los AngeleS^W 

It is with the greatest pleasure tfCk 
we announce the marriage of Mr. Rey 
nold E. Blight and Miss Lydia E 
Walters on Saturday, November 23d. 
at Aidenn Lair, Los Angeles. Mr. 
Blight has long been an invaluable 
worker and leader in all phases of the 
Fellowship work, and we could never 
adequately express our gratitude and 
appreciation of his beautiful spirit of 
cheer and devotion and of his untiring 
self sacrifice in doing his share in the 
executive, altruistic and spiritual un- 

dertakings of the Fellowship, and in so 

effectively helping the editors of Fellow- 
ship each month to spread the Fellow- 
ship message through his excellent de 
partment of “the Fellowship Viewpoint” 
and his helpful book reviews. Miss 
Walters, too, has for a long time car- 
ried the Fellowship banner into her 
work, and as a city school teacher we 
know that her influence with her pupils 
has been strengthened with the thought 
and practice of trust and unselfishness. 
She is and has been the most loyal of 
Sunday school teachers in the Fellow- 
ship and has given unsparingly of her 
time and energy in the promotion of 
the Fellowship work. 

Mr and Mrs. Blight were married 
before a very small company of relatives 
and friends, out-of-doors, at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Mills, high on the 
hills in the glorious sunshine of a match- 
less November day. In the absence of 
Mr. Mills, Mrs. Mills officiated. 

We extend to Mr. and Mrs. Blight 
our most joyful congratulations and 
loving wishes for the best that life 
holds. 

They will be glad to see their friends 
in their new home 804 West Eighteenth 
street. 

A GRILL FOR THE EDITOR^ 
[F. P. Dunne in the famous Dooley 

Sketches.] 
“And are the pa-apers willin’ con- 

tinued Mr. Dooley, “that the saloon- 
keepers shall say how much license the 
pa-apers ought to pay for permission 
to advertise the ‘High Life,’ ‘Duff’s 
Whisky,’ etc., that the highwaymen call 
for before they go out to catch their 
helpless victims? Would you say Hen- 
nesy, that $50,000 a piece was too much 
for them to pay? No! They ought to 
be paying not twice, but ten times that 
sum to compensate the city for the privi- 
lege of carrying on their nefarious 
business. 

“They pretend to be holy, and yet 
ask their patrons to consume the rot- 
gut whisky and rank beer that no self- 
respecting saloonkeeper would have be- 
hind his bar. No, Hennesy, Schwartz- 
meister, with all his faults is an honor- 
able man beside thim editors. The 
whisky bloat that goes out from the 
saloon to sandbag unprotected females 
is a gintleman beside the iligant bloat 
that owns the pa-aper which for a dol- 
lar in hand knifes the public with a 
stiletto ad. Ah, freends, when it comes 
to gettin’ down on your knees and 
kissin' the brow of the goddess of lib- 
erty lyin’ in the mud for the sake iv 
the coin, the publisher of a metropolitan 
daily can give a poor saloonkeeper 
cards and spades and beat him all hol- 
low. Benedict Arnold and Judas Is- 
cariot were noble min beside the iditors 
that take blood money, trust money, 
hush money, anny money at all, just so 
it is money.” 

“Why do they do it?” said Mr. Hen- 
nesy. “The divvle only knows * 

Mr. Dooley, p 

The mission of the legislator is to put on 
the statute books the laws which God has made 
for the government of men. He is no more of 
a law-maker than an astronomer is a planet- maker.—The Rev. Dr. E. S. Chapman. 


