
THE TRAFFIC’S FIGHT FOR LIFE 
WASHINGTON HOTELS IN PANIC 

Prospect of Prohibition for National Capital 
Calls Forth Appeal for Help From Im- 

periled Liquor Interests 

Washington, D. C., December 17.— (Special 
correspondence.)—Y esterday Representative 
Simms of Tennessee introduced in the House a 

ing the passage of a prohibitory law for this 
district, it would mean a tremendous revival of 
the Prohibition idea throughout the whole coun- 

try, and a vastly higher swell of the Prohibition 
tide that is already running in with alarming 
force. 

The hotelkeepers are fully as much alarmed as 

the saloonkeepers, and have formed an associa- 
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Washington. D. C.. December 12, 1907 

My dear Sir:- 

You may not personally be aware of the fact that ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION 
for the District of Columbia stares us in the face. The victory of the pro- 
hibitionists in the South and West has resulted in a national movement 
for the enactment of prohibition legislation for the District of Columbia, 
and within the next four weeks it is- expected that the most stringent 
prohibitory measures will be introduced in the present Congress, looking to 
that end. Besides prohibiting the manufacture or sale of liquor in any 
form in the District of Columbia, the main purpose of this legislation is to 
give to the prohibition movement the stamp of approval of the National 
Government, so that such approval may be used to further the adoption of 
like prohibitory measures in the States, it being argued that if the 
National Government has given its commendation and committed itself to 
prohibition, the moral effect will be such as to make the movement for pro- 
hibition in the States a sweeping one. 

While you, of course, appreciate the effect that the proposed 
legislation will have upon our business in the District of Columbia, you can 

more appreciate its effect should the movement for prohibition become 
general throughout the United States, having for its support and as its main 
argument the action of the National Legislature in passing a prohibitory law 
for the District ; it is a matter in which we, as business men of the 
District of Columbia, are not only interested, but is one which should and 
Will materially concern and affect you. 

For the above reason we ask you to assist us in preventing, if pos- 
sible, this proposed action. 

Will you take up the matter with your local association, and with your 
Senator and Representative in Congress? 

A tremendous effort is being made by the Temperance party and they are 

moving heaven and earth to commit all Senators and members of Congress to 
this National movement, and unless there is active and energetic action to 
anticipate it, it will be successful. 

Write to your member of Congress, write to your Senator ; have your 
association, and your friends, or any person with influence, write individ- 
ual letters to them, protesting against any such actioh. It is only in this 
manner, in the short time we have before us, that the legislation can be 
prevented. Very truly yours, 

WASHINGTON D. C. HOTEL MEN’S ASS’N, 

Secretary. President. 

WASHINGTON’S CALL FOR HELP 
Fac Simile of Letter Sent Out to the Hotelkeepers of the Country 

bill prohibiting the manufacture and sale of liquor 
in the District of Columbia. The bill provides 
that the law shall go into effect on the first of 

October, 1908; that any person violating its pro- 
visions shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than $100 and not more than $500, and be im- 
prisoned in the jail not less than thirty days 
nor more than six months for the first offense, 
with additional -severity for further offences. 

Washington, D. C., December 20—(Special 
correspondence).—The liquor interests in this 
city are panic-stricken over the prospect that 
Congress will enact a prohibitory law for the 
District of Columbia during the present session. 
Probably, comparatively few Prohibitionists 
throughout the country have considered this a 

reasonable possibility, but it is so much of a 

probability that many members of Congress be- 

gin to look upon it as an actuality. The “pro- 
fane, old reprobate” who disgraces the nation 
by presiding over the deliberations of the Lower 
House, having the matter mentioned to him the 

/ other day, sadly shook his head and said: “When 
it comes to voting on the Prohibition question 
there is nothing so cowardly as a Congressman 
except two Congressmen.” 

The feeling among liquor men is keen that, if 
the Prohibition element should succeed in secur- 

tion which is sending out circular letters to all 
parts of the country, begging the hotel men to 

bring pressure to bear upon their Congressmen 
to save the District of Columbia to the whisky 
business. In their circular letter they say: “The 
main purpose of this legislation is to give to 
the Prohibition movement the stamp of the ap- 
proval of the national government.” 

ANTI-PROHIBITION LEAGUE 

Milwaukee Liquor Men Organize to Stop the 
Progress of the “Water Wagon ” 

Milwaukee, December 17.— (Special corre- 

spondence)—An Anti-Prohibition League has been 
formed in this city with the expectation that it 
will develop into a state and, perhaps, a national 
organization. The organization here was effected 
by a quiet meeting of some thirty prominent 
liquor men, although the statement is given out 
that it will in no way be an organization of 
liquor men, but will ipvite membership of all who 
are opposed to Prohibition. 

The organization will lay great stress upon the 
“reform” of the saloon; the driving out of dives 
and the general making-decent of the liquor busi- 
ness. 

Early in January a meeting, at which it is ex- 
pected representatives from the whole state will 
be present, will be held in the Blatz Hotel and a 
constitution and by-laws will be adopted and a 
committee chosen to work in the legislature. 

It is not yet stated whether the leading Mil- 
waukee clergymen who are preaching against Pro- 
hibition will become charter members. 

THE BREWERS’ GAG 

Milwaukee Company Threatens Southern Pa- 
Per—Prohibition News Must be Cut Out 

or No Beer “Ads” Come 
New Orleans, December 12.—(Special corre- 

spendence)—The Times-Democrat of this city, on 
l uesday published in its editorial columns a let- 
ter which the editor of that paper has just re 
ceived from the bred Miller Brewing Company, of Milwaukee. Before reading the letter the 
reader should know that the Times-Democrat is 
by no means a Prohibition paper, and has not 
been specially conspicuous in the discussion of 
those phases of the drink question which have 
lately been prominent before the public. Its po- sition regarding the drink business is the posi- tion of high license, fortified by the usual argu- 
ment that a high license law puts liquor business 
into the hands of the reputable people and will 
keep the unscrupulous liquor dealer out of the 
trade. In a recent editorial the Times-Democrat 
gave utterance to these views in a tone quite un- 
favorable to the Prohibition movement and com- 

mented. with something of hostility upon the 
hysteria and “spectacular demonstrations” of 

the Prohibition movement. 
In spite of that the following is the letter which 

the Fred Miller Brewing Company gives it: 
Milwaukee, Wis., U. S. A., Dec. 6, 1907. 1 o the Editor of The Times-Democrat: Dear Sir:—We beg to call your attention 

to the fact that certain newspapers through- °ut t>C ,c?,u.n.trv feel rather inclined to boost the Prohibition game, making large front- 
page displays, with flaring headlines (presum- ably in sympathy with the Anti-Saloon 
Leagues,, etc.), which the brewers, in general, are keeping a record of (we being no excep- tion), and as you have had a certain propor- tion of our business in the past, we feel it our 
duty to advise you that all these different 
newspapers who fail to suppress Prohibition 
and Anti-Saloon League news hereafter (for which they receive nothing, while the brew- 
ers are large advertisers, spending enormous 
sums of monev in newspaper advertising ev- 
ery year) will not only lose our patronage, but also that of most everv brewery in the 
United States. 

We are now receiving dailv reports on this 
subject and all papers continuing to knock our 
business in this way can expect to be turned 
down on any future advertising contracts 
from both ourselves and all other large brew- 
ers. Respectfully yours, 

Fred Miller Brewing Company, 
A. C. Paul, Manager Adv. Dept. 

Such a letter hardly needs comment, revealing, 
as ’it does, a direct disposition on the part of the 
liquor interests to suppress legitimate public news 
in their effort to protect their nefarious business. 
It is worthy of remark that the Times-Democrat 
not only publishes the letter, but comments upon 
it editorially, and, while it again asserts that it is 
not in favor of Prohibition, says: 

“It is needless to say that a threat of this kind 
will not have the slightest effect on the Timcs- 
Democrat nor, we believe, on any reputable news- 
paper in the United States. The proposition that 
the newspapers should ‘suppress Prohibition news’ 
hereafter, the suggestion that news should be 
measured by the amount of advertising given, is 
so monstrous that it is scarcely probable our cor- 
respondent realized what he was proposing to us. 
He seems unable to understand how newspapers 
can publish Prohibition news when they get no 
advertisements from the Prohibitionists, especi- 
ally as by doing so they offend the brewers, ‘who 
are large advertisers, spending enormous sums 


