
of money in newspaper advertising every year.’ 
If this view were adopted the papers 'should re- 

fuse to give church news or report sermons, as 

there is no advertising attached to religious infor- 
mation. 

“Foolish threats like this have done the cause 

of the brewers and liquor dealers much harm in 
the past, as some of them are recognizing, and 
they would gain very little credit to have it known 
that they are trying to check the Prohibition tide 
by inducing or bulldozing the newspapers into 
publishing no news about it. As a matter of 
fact, no decent journal will be thus controlled. 
It is its business to fjive the news, and all the 
news, what the Prohibitionists have to say as 

well as what the brewers, saloonmen and liquor 
dealers say. The beer and liquor problem is un- 

der consideration just now and a very satisfactory 
solution is going to be reached only after a thor- 
ough discussion from every point of view. 

“Discussion of a great public question can not 
be suppressed, and no newspaper can afford or 

would think of suppressing any news of general 
interest.” 

ICE MEN TO THE RESCUE 

Men Who Fill the Cooler Panic Stricken Over 
the Onward Roll of the Water 

Wagon 
Philadelphia, Pa., December 16.—(Special 

correspondence)—The march of the water wagon 

has alarmed the ice man. A frantic appeal has 
been sent out to the ice dealers of the state from 
this city, under date of December 7, signed by 
William E. Hexamer, general eastern agent of 

the Vilter Manufacturing Co., of Milwaukee, Wis- 

consin, soliciting their membership and contribu- 
tions “to meet with the strongest opposition the 

present unwarranted and unreasonable attacks 

upon the liquor traffic.” 
A list of parties from whom their purchases 

are made who “are voters in Pennsylvania” is 
asked for “who might become interested in this 

movement, so that influence may be brought to 

bear upon the members of the legislature to op- 

pose any measure that would injure our indus- 

try,” in eliminating the saloon. 
The circular states that Mr. Wm. O. Vilter, 

secretary of the Milwaukee firm, has been elected 

president of such an association in Wisconsin, 
consisting of people interested in the sale of ma- 

chinery, supplies and articles of trade to the 

brewery industry, to cooperate with the brewers 
in checking the cyclonic advance of Prohibition 
sentiment in the South and West. 

THE COURT SIDE-STEPS 

Indiana’s High Tribunal Dodges Issue in Con- 
stitutional Case 

Indianapolis, Ind., December 18—(Special cor- 

respondence).—The supreme court of Indiana has 

side-stepped the question of the constitutionality 
of the saloon by dismissing, on purely technical 

grounds, the appealed case which has been brought 
before them from South Bend, through the 
activities of Charles F. Holler, Esq. Mr. 

Holler, as most Prohibitionists know, has for 
some time past been working upon a case similar 
to the cases which have been handled in this city 
by Mr. Charles Newlin. On Tuesday this case 

came before the supreme court on appeal. The 
court evidently did not care to put itself again 
in ridiculous light before the people by resorting 
to the sort of stuff which it used in the case 

which was railroaded to it last spring, and so 

found a technical flaw upon which it dismissed 
the whole matter. « 

Mr. Holler declares that the supreme court of 
Indiana “must speak, not side-step,” and that this 
case will be pushed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The National Prohibitionist:—Magnificent 
is The National Prohibitionist! Wonderful is the 

spirit with which it enters the field. Prohibition 
is today the most popular word in the English 
lr.nguage. E. W. Mason. 

Royal Oak, Mich. 

NEW YORK’S CLOSING FARCE 

How the Saloons of the Metropolis Have Free 

Swing While the Police Enforce an Old 
Law Upon All Sorts of Other Things 

New York, December 16.—(Special correspond- 
ence)—New York city had again yesterday a case 

of “Sunday closing” which will probably be mis- 

interpreted throughout the country as was the 

case a week ago. Not a few of the religious pa- 

pers have announced it as a great triumph for 

morality, and the supposition has been common 

that it related chiefly to the saloons. In point of 

fact, it was a triumph of immorality and the sa- 

loons were the one notable exception. 
There is in New York an old law regarding 

Sabbath observance which has for a long time 
been disregarded, like many other laws in this 

city and this state. A recent court decision as- 

serted its validity, and the chief of police of this 

city, for reasons best known to himself—and other 

parties—concluded to enforce it, at least up to its 
full letter, and possibly some little distance be- 

yond. 
There is very little doubt that this action was 

taken in order to make weight against the de- 
mand for the closing of the saloons on Sunday; in 

any event, theaters and concerts and illustrated 
lectures and music in dining rooms were made 
the subject of active police interference, while the 
saloons ran on just as usual. 

The situation in New York, both in the city and 

throughout the state, regarding the saloon on 

Sunday, is somewhat peculiar. The so-called 
Raines liquor law pr.o-vides for the sale of liquor 
on Sunday “by hotels” in connection with meals. 
From the very first Sunday after the going into 
effect of that law up to the present time, liquor- 
selling establishments throughout the state have 

merely put a few tables in the room behind the 
bar, placed on them a sandwich or two, a basket 
of dirty crackers and a little cheese, and have sold 

liquor to all comers, serving it upon these tables. 

Occasionally someone eats the cracker, and then 
the next customer who sits down to that table 
sees deference paid to the law by the bringing of 
another dirty plate of broken crackers from an- 

other table when he orders his beer or whisky. 
Of course, the courts have pronounced this a 

mere subterfuge, and dozens of decisions exist de- 

claring that liquor cannot lawfully be sold in this 

way, but the police throughout the state, the 
sheriffs in the rural districts and the district at- 

torneys, and commonly the Excise Department at 

Albany have been perfectly content to accept this 
much of homage to the majesty of the law. 

Naturally, under these circumstances, there have 
been plenty of law-breakers who were far more 

defiant. Thousands of liquor-dealers in New 
York state boastingly assert that the front doors 
of their saloons have not been locked since the 
Raines law went into effect, and sell liquor over 

their bars on Sunday and during the prohibited 
hours of the night just as openly as at any other 
time. One of the provisions of the law requires 
that an unobstructed view of the bar-room be 

given from the street during those hours when 
the sale of liquor is forbidden, and at times in 
this city it has been possible to go along the 
streets and see that provision of the law complied 
with by the removal of screens, while the “view” 
given shows dozens of men lined up drinking at 

the bars. The writer of this correspondence has 
seen that in this city within the past few days. 

Absolutely no attempt has been made by the 

police to stop the unlawful sale of liquor in this 

city on Sunday, for years past. For months in 
succession, on every Sunday, a barroom ran wide- 

open, within a stone’s throw of the office of the 
chief of police, and, though his attention was re- 

peatedly called to it, General Bingham, the head 
of the New York police force, never took any 

steps to stop the law-breaking. 

Perhaps the most shameful exhibition of law- 
lessness in connection with the saloon on Sun- 
day has been furnished in some of our smaller 

city parks where license is granted to sell liquor, 
and where dancing crowds throng every SuiSf^' 
during the summer. At some of these places, fo^ 
example, at Silver Lake Park, on the hills of 
Staten Island, even the pretense of the Raines 
law sandwich is abandoned, and the barroom, 
hour after hour, is a dense mass of seething, 
sweating humanity, while a long line of bar- 
tenders hand out the drinks as fast as they can 

draw them. On such occasions the room behind, 
or at the side of the bar, will be found filled 
with women and girls, drinking, hardly less furi- 

ously than the men; and frequently policemen 
are present in uniform, drinking with the crowd. 

New York “Sunday closing” has not had any 
relation to all this. There has been no slightest 
attempt even to check this wholesale anarchy. 
Yesterday and one week ago the saloons of this 

city sold liquor just as openly as they have for 
months past, and the crowd, deprived of their 
other places of amusement, thronged the saloon’s 
back-room in greater numbers than ever before. 

There seems to be reason, perhaps, to believe 
that the whole “Sunday closing” movement in 
New York is of, for and by the saloon, and that 
the police department is merely lending itself to 

a clever scheme to help the sale of drink. 
The newspaper comments are interesting. The 

conservative old Evening Post says: 
“As an illustration of the fact that unpopular 

laws can be enforced, yesterday’s closing of all 
places of entertainment was of lasting value to 
the city. Public sentiment was on the side of 
those who have so long been violating the stat- 
utes ; and have we not heard for years that you 
could not enforce what the people did not wish 
enforced? Yet the police had no trouble worth 
speaking of in keeping tight shut every resort 
that is under the ban, and they would have no 
trouble in similarly closing every saloon in the 
city by simply announcing that they meant busi- 
ness. Every saloonkeeper knows that if the po 
lice wish to close his place, he will be powerl^g^ 
to circumvent them. Therefore, the excuses no\F- 
made for the police that they have not men 

enough, that there is more important work to do. 
that public sentiment would not favor it, etc., are 
not worth the paper they are written on. As 
our readers have for years been aware, we have 
no sympathy whatever with any Sunday law 
which would close harmless places of amusement, 
like bowling alleys, skating rinks and genuine 
concert halls. But if the law is there, it ought to 
be obeyed. If it drives the youth of the city into 
the back rooms of saloons or into vile Raines- 
law hotels, it is all the more reason why the 
liquor law should be rigidly enforced until such 
time as a sensible legislature shall give us sane 

Sunday laws. Meanwhile, General Bingham 
ought not to lose a minute in closing the saloons; 
as it is, he violates his oath of office every Sun- 
day.” 

The Times, which, of course, is always friendly 
to the saloon, said: 

“It is a significant fact that while the Sunday 
amusements law was being so strictly enforced 
yesterday the liquor law was nearly a dead letter. 
In many neighborhoods the saloons were doing a 

thriving business.” 

NORTH ADAMS VOTES 

Another Massachusetts. City Cuts Down the 
Majority for Saloons 

Boston, December 18—(Special correspond- 
ence.)—North Adams, the last city in the Com- 
monwealth to hold its municipal election, added 
its mite to the gain in the no-license vote at its 
polling yesterday. Last years’ majority of 334 
for license was cut down to barely 32. The vote 
was: “Yes” 1,416, No” 1,384. Last year: “Yes” 
1,619, “No” 1,285. 

This makes the sum total of results from tiiHL. 
local option voting in the state during the yea* 
1907 as follows: 
For License .188,363 
Against License ....201,317 
Total of Majorities Against License_12,954 


