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A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 

To the Prohibition Public: 
It has been our custom at the approach of each Christmas and New Year season to 

make an especial appeal to the friends of the Prohibition cause for financial help to be 
used in the interest of the great reform. When the time of gifts draws near it is most 
appropriate for opponents of the saloon everywhere to carefully consider the question as 
to where they can place their gifts to best advantage. When Christ was born in Beth- 
lehem lie was God s matchless Christmas gift to a suffering and dying world. lie was 
a gift of peace on earth and good will toward men. He was a gift of happiness and 
redemption. I o all of those who love His name and who rejoice to commemorate his first advent, it seems to us that there will be an especial thought of the work which he came 
to the world to accomplish. 

I he Prohibition cause is the cause of peace on earth and good will to men. It is 
the < a use of salvation and redemption. Its every thought is the redemption of our beloved 
land from the most direful blight that ever came to afflict any land or any people. Dur- 
ing these happy Christmas day's a million men—many of them the flower of American 
manhood will strive and stagger in the maudlin adultery of drunkenness. A million 
mothers and wives and daughters and sisters will weep and shiver in the winters cold 
because of the deadly doings of the drink traffic in the lives of those they love. There will 
be many a Christmas funeral that has been precipitated by the saloon. 

To save our country from this devouring curse is the mission of the Prohibition move- 
ment. Dear fellow workers in the noblest of all human causes, I appeal to you to send to our 
committee such a Christmas or New Year’s gift as will gladden those who in God’s provi- dence have been given official charge of this work, and such a gift as you will look back upon with joy when other Christmas days have come. 

Jsext year will usher in the most momentous Prohibition agitation known in our his- 
tony. I do not believe that even the massing of the troops at Valley Forge held more 
significance for human happiness and liberty than the campaign that now lies before us. 
If we are true to our trust in 1908 we will make such giant strides in the history of our 
reform that the days of the liquor traffic will be numbered, and the end of its ruthless 
reign will have come into view. We cannot do the work as it should be done without 
your help, and I trust that this appeal may sink deep into year heart. While it is a printed letter, it is none the less a personal appeal to you. Please do not lay it idly by, but before 
you have let it have your hands write the letter that will bring to us a substantial Christmas 
gift or New Tear’s remembrance to the end that we may be strengthened and encouraged 
m our work for our country and our God. 

11 ishing you the happiest Christmas and the gladdest New Year you have ever known, 
1 am Very truly yours, 

Chairman Prohibition National Committee, The Temple, Chicago. 
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Alton, III., December 18.—This was a gala day for the Prohibitionists of Madison county. One of the finest conventions ever held here by the Prohibition party assembled in the Y. M. C. 
A. this afternoon. The splendid work of the county 
committee last summer and the enthusiasm left 
from the two Chautauquas in the county were 
indicated by a general attendance at this con- 
vention. Delegates were elected to the state, 
Congressional. and senatorial conventions and the 
county committees thoroughly reorganized with 
the same officers continued. Dr. Enos, county chairman and Frof. Tilton, secretary, showed 
that they had the situation well in hand and were 
equipped for efficient service. The chairman of 
the state committee. Alonzo E. Wilson, of Chi- 
cago, was given a most cordial welcome and made 
an address. He appealed for large support for 
next year’s work and friends contributed $156 
toward the county fund. This was encouraging to those who are leading the fight. At night there was a fine mass meeting at 
which Mr. Wilson presented the different phases of the Prohibition problem. The lecture was in- 
strumental in stirring up interest and in bring- 
mg to the hearers a clearer understanding of 
Prohibition partv principles. The Shurtleff Col- 
*e.ge.Quartet and Miss Armstrong furnished fine 
music. An offering of $70 was taken up for the 
state fund. Mr. Wilson was introduced as “the 

man quick to take advantage of opportunities and 
to make opportunities for pushing forward the 
Prohibition party propaganda.” Madison county 
Prohibitionists are going to work hard to carry 
Alton for Prohibition and also many of the other 
towns. They also hope to elect a Prohibitionist 
to the legislature next year. 

State Chairman Wilson was kept exceedingly 
busy from the moment of his arrival. In the 
morning he spoke on Prohibition at chapel exer- 
cises of Shurtleff College in Upper Alton. Later 
he had conferences with about a dozen splendid 
young men who offered their services for organi- 
zing work next summer. At five o’clock he 
addressed the Intercollegiate Prohibition League 
and stirred up the students for the Prohibition 
party. These four speeches by Mr. Wilson made 
a deep impression and were pronounced exceed- 
ingly helpful to the cause in this county. 

Greenville, III., December 19.—Bond county 
Prohibitionists had an enthusiastic convention in 
the court house today. Representatives of the 
party were selected to attend the several conven- 
tions and new township chairmen, precinct com- 
mitteemen and county officers were selected. It 
was decided to nominate the county ticket later. 
A county fund was raised. The Greenville Col- 
lege Quartet added interest to the meeting giv- 
ing several rousing songs. State Chairman Wil- 
son, who is a favorite here, made a speech that 

stirred up the old party politicians and stiffened 
up the backbones of party Prohibitionists. At six 
o’clock Mr. Wilson received a most enthusiastic 
reception at Greenville College. He. spoke under 
the auspices of the Intercollegiate Prohibition As- 
sociation. During the day and until late at night 
he held individual conferences with many stu- 
dents. About twenty-five decided they wanted to 
go out into the field and help organize and make 
votes for the party during the summer months. 
Mr. Wilson announced that he wanted to 
put at least one county organizer in each county 
to organize the townships and help elect Prohi- 
bition candidates to the legislature. 

Decatur, III., December 21.—The Prohibition- 
ists of Macon county have been called to meet 
for a convention in this city Monday, December 
30, at 1:30 p. m., to reorganize the county for the 
Presidential campaign. The meeting will be in 
the city hall or court house and at night there 
will be a mass meeting in the Christian taber- 
nacle. Alonzo E. Wilson, chairman of the Pro- 
hibition state committee, will be the speaker. All 
Prohibitionists are urged to attend. 

Danville, III., December 23.—There will be a 

grand Prohibition banquet in this city Tuesday 
night, December 31. Several prominent speakers, 
representing various phases of the Prohibition 
reform will speak. The banquet is under the 
auspices of the Prohibition county committee. 
The Vermilion county, convention will be held 
that afternoon at 1:30 o’clock to open the Presi- 
dential fight and to shape up the organization 
for the re-election of Representative Gaumer who 
has twice been gloriously elected from this dis- 
trict. Every Prohibitionist in the county is ex- 
pected to be present. 

Dixon, III., December 23.—Lee county Prohibit* 
tionists had a county convention here today and 
re-elected County Chairman Lahman, who has led 
the fight for several years. Leslie Long, of 
Sublette, was made vice-chairman and Guy Mil- 
ler, of Dixon, secretary. Delegates were elected 
to the state, Congressional and senatorial con- 
ventions. E. W. Chafin made two fine speeches, 
afternoon and night, and stirred up interest .jn 
the Prohibition reform. 

Rockford, III., December 19.—E. W. Chafin, of.. 
Chicago, delivered a lecture on the Prohibition 
reform in Centennial Methodist church tonight. 
The people were so pleased that a contribution 
of $91 was given for the state fund. 

Kingston, III., December 20.—The Hebdoris 
have been holding meetings in this part of the 
state with good success. They were here two 
nights and aroused Prohibition interest. They 
also had meetings at Chenoa, Fairdale and Kish- 
waukee. Their last meetings this year in Illi- ;; 
nois will be at Shabbona, December 22 and 23. | 
They made Prohibition sentiment and some votes. 

Belvidere, III., December 21.—The Prohibition- 
ists and temperance voters in the old parties are 

being considerably stirred uy by District Organ- 
izer Jeanmene, who is pushing the legislative 
campaign with considerable vigor. Voters are in 
a very receptive mood and willing to help in 
carrying this district for a straight out Prohibi- 
tionist who will fight for Prohibition and other 
good things in the legislature. The Boone county 
Prohibition committee is scheduled to meet here 
December 27 to strengthen the organization. Each 
ward in every city and all of the townships will 
have committees organized for this purpose. 
Oliver W. Stewart may deliver several ad- 
dresses to promote the legislative campaign. 

PHILADELPHIA NOMINATIONS 
Philadelphia, December 17.—(Special corr. \ 

spondence.)—Last night the Prohibitionists of* 
Philadelphia met at headquarters and nominated 
the following ticket for the February election: 
Utley E. Crane, 34th ward, for city solicitor; 
A. A. Scott, 34th ward; Walter H. Bassett, 
47th ward, and Augustus H. Graeff, 38th ward, 
for magistrate. 


