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FUNDS FOR NATIONAL WORK 

There is no more important office in the 
manifold duties of a Prohibition national 
paper than that which it fulfills when it pre- 
sents and emphasizes the appeals and com- 

munications of the national committee. 
Thus presented and enforced, the official 
communications from headquarters are given 
a breadth of circulation and an emphasis 
which they could not otherwise attain, re- 

sulting in the wider spread of information 
among our people and the arousing of a 

deeper and more permanent interest. The 
efficient doing of this is one of the means 

by which a Prohibition paper justifies its 
right to the support of the pany. 

Elsewhere in this paper prominence is 
given to what may be called the annual ap- 
peal of the national chairman. This com- 

munication ought to have more than the 
attention which is commonly given to the 
monthly financial statement which the chair- 
man sends out, because of its special im- 
portance as an annual appeal, and, in addi- 
tion, because this year, which it begins, is 
the year of a Presidential campaign that 
ought to be the greatest in the history of the 
Prohibition party. 

We have said much concerning the great 
advantages that are offered us in the wide 
spread of the Prohibition idea during the 
past few months, of the vast door of oppor- 
tunity, wide-open before us, in the attitude 
of the American people today upon the 
drink question. It would be almost impos- 
sible to exaggerate this, yet our ability to 

grasp the opportunity and to enter the wide- 

open door depends wholly upon the financial 
resources furnished our committee. 

By simply failing to furnish funds for 
work we can let the greatest hour of the 

century pass unimproved. 
We took occasion the other day to point 

out what great results could be accomplished 
if the mass of the people would make, each 
man, a comparatively small contribution. 

Pause for a moment and consider how we 

regard sums of money expended in other 
lines. Thousands of readers of this appeal 
have spent tens, hundreds, and a few, thou- 
sands, of dollars, in gifts for the Christmas 
season. Most of it was probably wisely spent 
and will produce the fruitage of good for 
which it was scattered abroad. Thousands of 
readers of The National Prohibitionist spend 
hundreds of dollars every year in the sup- 
port of churches and charities and benevo- 
lences of various kinds. Why, then, should 
it be thought a thing unreasonable that at 
least a hundred thousand of our men, within 
the next thirty days, should lay down upon 
the desk of National Chairman Jones so 

small an average contribution as $5 each? 
True, it has never been done before; in 

the days of our most enthusiastic giving we 

have never approached it, but we can if we 

will. Why not, and why not now ? 
The cause is worthy; it needs the support; 

the field is ripe; results of almost infinite 
importance wait. Why not, for once, match 
our glorious cause with glorious giving? 

Of course, the state committees, the local 
committees, and the special lines of work 
must not he forgotten, and will not be, but 
the point that this editorial seeks to impress 
is the need of the national committee. 

Will we continue to allow it to be said 
that, in the day of a wide-spread Prohibition 
revival that shakes the country from ocean 

to ocean, the national committee of the Pro- 
hibition party, not only lacks sufficient funds 
for aggressive work, but is actually in debt f 

If we allow that condition of things to 
continue to exist thirty days longer, it will 
be to our lasting disgrace. 

THE EXTENSION COMMITTEE 

The report of the extension committee’s 
fund, which is found on page 1 of this 
paper, strikes us with surprise, almost with 
embarrassment, because of the testimony 
which it brings of the interest which the 
Prohibitionists of the United States have 
in the work which we have undertaken and 
their enthusiastic anticipation of success. 

Frankly, when we began this work we ex- 

pected that the Prohibitionists would be 

pleased; they have deafened us with their 
cheers and deluged us with their congratula- 
tions. We began with the determination to 
be worthy of great success; the Prohibition- 
ists of the country have testified their belief 
in our worthiness beyond anything that we 

dreamed of. 
Yet we disclaim the personal element that 

might be emphasized. Scores of these men 

and women do not personally know a single 
man connected with The National Prohibi- 
tionist; comparatively few have been our 

personal friends; some of them are strangers 
from far away, and their contributions are 

given from the purest generosity to the 
cause. It seems almost an impropriety to 
mention names, yet we note the name of 
Waddy C. Thompson, which came from 

South Carolina, signed to a check for $24, 
simply because the enterprise appealed to 
the intelligent judgment of the sender. We 
note with pleasure the names of dozens of 
men who have not agreed with us in our 

opinions upon questions discussed within the 
party in the past. 

We do not know how any Prohibitionist 
can scan the list without a thrill like that 

produced by the "clan-call.” It tells of the 

mightiest marshalling of the Prohibition 
hosts that has taken place since 1884. It 

rings, trumpet-toned, of victory near at 
hand. 

PARTNERS IN GUILT 

On Friday of last week, Chicago lawfully 
hanged a poor wretch for one of the most 
brutal murders ever committed in this city. 
In the sickening chilly gray of the morn- 

ing when they hanged him, arousing from 
the fitful slumbers of the night, the poor 
fellow said to his guards: 

“It is the saloons that I have to blame for my 
terrible ending. They are a curse to mankind 
and should be driven from the face of the earth. 
I had as good, kind and loving mother as any 
man and she is living today to see her son 
hanged as a murderer on the gallows. It is an 
awful ending, but had I heeded her things 
would have been different. 

“It was the saloons that did it. Whisky made 
me crazy. I did not know what I was doing. 
It was poison, and it drove me from bad to 
worse, and the gallows is the certain end. The 
gallows is waiting for others who persist in lead- 
ing such a life. I hope my case will be a warn- 
ing to others, and my last prayer will be that the 
saloons be driven out of existence” 

This being true, and it being also true 
that in the city of Chicago, by the "statute 
in such case made and provided,” places are 
established and kept open for the sale of 
this drug that not only made poor Walton 
a murderer, but has made scores of other 
men in this city murderers, it being further 
true that, without even the whimper of a 

protest upon the part of thousands of men 
who call themselves good citizens, these 
establishments are allowed to violate the law 
and to assume to themselves additional op- 
portunities for debauching and criminaliz- 
ing men—all this being true, who shall say 
how many citizens of the state of Illinois 
were arraigned by virtue of their consenting 
ballots in the shadow of that gallows as par- 
ticipes criminis. 

A WONDERFUL REAL POSSIBILITY 

The reader who takes the time to read 
notes which appear under the heading “The 
Ask Club” in this paper (and we may say 
that nothing more important appears in the 
paper) will notice the startling statement 
that in six weeks’ time one member of that 
club has secured the pledges of 175 Demo- 
crats and Republicans to vote the Prohibition 
ticket. 

The superintendent of the-club has not re- 
vealed to us the identity of that successful 
worker, though we fancy that we are ac- 

quainted with the gentleman and know some- 

thing about his abilities and the opportuni- 
ties under which he has done his work, and, 
in all frankness, we feel free to say that he 
is not furnished with any exceptional abili- 
ties nor does he enjoy any exceptional oppor- 
tunities which of necessity give to him ad- 
vantages above the average Prohibitionist 
who may enlist in that service. Yet we ven- 
ture the opinion that, during that six weeks, 
no Prohibition speaker and no Prohibition 


