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Superintended by E. V. MASON, Royal Oak, Micb. 

Conditions of Membership: 
1. Signature of Pledge attached 
2. The securing of five Signatures to the pledge, or 
8. Five Subscribers for The National Prohibitionist, or 
4. Five Signers and Subscribers. 

Every member will receive a Certificate of Membership. 

PROHIBITION PARTY 
VOTER’S PLEDGE 

Believing that the license system is the bulwark of the 
Liquor Traffic, I hereby promise that I will not vote for any 
Political Party that fails to declare openly against legalizing 
such traffic, and that in order to press this issue into promi- 
nence as the question next in order for settlement, 1 will co- 
operate with the Prohibition Party in Local, State and National 
politics. 

Name. 

Post Office.State. 

R. F. D. or Street.No. 

WHAT WE ARE 
>o many readers of the “Ask Club” 
:e the consolidation of the papers into 
t National Prohibitionist have asked 
lat is it?” that is is proposed to tell 
story over again for the benefit of 
new members of the family. 

'he “Ask Club” is an organization of 
pie who believe in that scriptural 
se which reads “Ask and ye shall re- 
>e.” The particular application that 
make of this is to ask those whom 
meet to vote the Prohibition ticket, 

far instance, this morning I sat in a 
urban car seat alongside a clean 
ng man. I never saw him before. I 
ited him to become a Prohibitionist, 
iroceeded to “pray aright” in this 
lion: Handing him a “Pledge Card” 
lid: 
I suppose you know of the great 
perance wave that is sweeping the 
ntry ?” 
Yes.” 
That pledge I have handed you rep- 
ents the concentration of that move- 
it.” 
J have just signed the local option 
tion.” 
*That’s good but this is national death 
he saloon.” 

/ will sign. The question is here 
I wish to be on the right side.” 

'hat's every word that I said. I 
med that this young man is superin- 
jlent of the Michigan agency of a 

^e life insurance company. Yes; he 
1 worth capturing for the cause. 

*ow did you ever get up enough am- 
bn for Prohibition to wish someone 
i would vote with us ? If you did, 

take one of the pledge cards and 
jd to him and never say a word, un- 
,'ou see he has almost read it through. 
vn have a pencil ready for him and 
W it where he can see it. Three times 
«of four he will sign it and generally 
„jout a word. 

jtsk arid secure five pledges, signed, 
•1 

,^X> Pledges on card board 20 cents, 
(paid. 
X) Pledges on bond paper in tab- 

10 cents. 
hese supplies can be ordered from 
W. MASON, Supt., Royal Oak, 
h., to whom all signed pledges 
uld be returned. If you desire an 

wer to your letter to Mr. Mason, 
ose 5 cents. 
ertificates of Membership will be 
tished without coat. 

and mail to the Superintendent and you 
are a life member of the Ask Club. 

So easy, yet of such great value to the 
cause of Prohibition. 

A certificate of membership will be is- 
sued in due time that you can frame, 
and save as a relic showing that you 
have taken part in a great campaign for 
right. Will you join us? 

One Member’s Work 

One member of the Ask Club has se- 
cured 175 Democrats and Republicans 
to sign in six weeks. That beats the 
record. If every reader of The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist would do that in 
the next six weeks we would have 
8,750,000 men ready to vote the Prohi- 
bition ticket or more than enough to 
carry the election. Don’t try to figure 
too high. 

Can you furnish one name a week? 

Party is Popular 
I ask a traveling man to sign. 
“Sure thing I will sign that. I live 

in Akron, Ohio. Will that do you any 
good ?” 

“Anywhere in the United States will 
do.” 

“Say; the Prohibition question is go- 
ing to the front. I have traveled in ten 
states in the last four weeks and it is all 
I hear. Over in Illinois, all you hear is 
Prohibition party. Then when I strike 
Minnesota its party again. If this ques- 
tion grows like this it will sweep the 
nation next fall.” 

“I thought I was all optimistic on this 
question, but you beat me.” 

“You remember the silver question? 
In 1895 it was not as popular as Prohi- 
bition is now and before 1896 was half 
gone it was the only question. Before 
next August comes, the country will go 
wild over Prohibition.” 

“Pass on the joyful tidings brother.” 

Ask Notes 

Orders have come in so fast for 
pledges that we were out for a few days. 

We have four tracts that go well with 
club work, samples and pledge cards, 
ten cents. 

Send in your signed pledges. We wish 
to report the number received each week 
when it gets interesting. 

The liquor traffic exists in this country to- 
day only by the sufferance of the membership 
of the Christian churches. They are masters of 
the situation so far as the abolition of the traf- 
fic is concerned. When they say "Go” and 
vote “Go” it-will go.—The Hon. Neal Dow. 

THE WAR COUNCIL 

A Place Where Almost Anybody Can Say 
Almost Anything 

GOOD OR BAD WHISKY, 
WHICH? 

Editor of The National Prohibi- 
tionist :—The writer’s attention was at- 
tracted by an article in your paper of 
December 12, entitled “Bad Whisky.” 
It called to mind a recent discussion he 
had with a contractor and builder as to 
which does most harm, good or bad 
whisky. He contended that the good 
whisky was not harmful, and your cor- 

respondent held that the good whisky 
(so-called) was the worst, because it 
contained most alcohol. 

Since we could not agree, we mutu- 
ally decided to let the proprietor of the 
restaurant where we happened to be, 
decide the question. He had been an 
old hotel keeper and many barrels of 
whisky had been sold over his bar, and 
consequently we concluded he would be 
a good judge. 

The question was put in this manner: 
“Which does most harm, good or bad 
whisky?” His reply was teamsters’ 
whisky does the least harm. That kind 
was a new brand to us, and led us to 
inquire what teamsters’ whisky might be. 
He said, “That is the kind composed 
mostly of water.” 

He said that the good whisky made 
the teamsters drunk quicker, and that 
they would fall off the wagons, and the 
teams would run away, and likely do 
damage. According to this old land- 
lord’s experience, it is not as the dis- 
tillers say that the bad whisky has 
caused the uprising of Prohibition, but 
to the contrary, the use of the (so- 
called) “good” whisky. It is the so- 
called “good” whisky that is filling our 

jails, poor houses and insane asylums, 
and that is proving so burdensome to 
us as a people from a financial stand- 
point. 

R. L. Herrick. 
Detroit, Mich. 

“PROHIBITION DOESN’T PRO- 
HIBIT.” 

Editor National Prohibitionist :— 
There is something far more important 
than the mere question of fact in the 
oft-repeated charge of the liquor men 
that “Prohibition doesn't prohibit.” 
Properly interpreted that charge means 
a denial of the self-sufficiency of a re- 

publican form of government, inasmuch 
as it means that the liquor interests have 
been able, according to their own state- 
ment, to defy or defeat all laws aiming 
to eliminate the evils of the drink traffic. 

We may as well face the more impor- 
tant aspect. Is there a self-sufficiency 
in the Republic to overcome this insidi- 
ous, internal foe, the drink traffic? The 
Republic has proven self-sufficient as 

against external force, as well as inter- 
nal dissensions, and now faces its third 
trial in the defiance of those who set 
this evil traffic higher than the will of 
the majority and obedience to law. 

In giving substance to the cry that 
“Prohibition doesn’t prohibit,” the brew- 
ers and distillers have thus far been able 
to boast the powerful support of two 
dominant political parties, favoring the 
principle of license, offering no sym- 
pathy or support as national organiza- 
tions to states or sections of states 
seeking to overthrow the evil, but op- 
position to such experiment instead. 

Through these dominant political or- 
ganizations the brewers and distillers 
control the functions of the federal 
government, thereby preventing a fair 
trial of Prohibition at any point. The 
opposition manfests itself in two ways: 

1. The sale of tax receipts (“govern- 
ment licenses”) to “speak-easies,” “blind 
tigers,” “blind pigs,” “hole-in-the-wall” 
men, and all other applicants for tax 
receipts who are trampling state liquor 
laws under foot. 

2. The interstate shipment of C. O. D. 

liquor from a license state into the 
“dry” territory of another state, making 
railroad depots and express offices the 
substitutes for saloons, such interstate 
commerce control being vested exclu- 
sively in Congress. 

By these methods the enemies of state 
liquor laws have been able to arm the 
violator of law with a “government li- 
cense” inside “dry” territory, while re- 

ceiving and selling liquors shipped to 
him C. O. D. by some brewer or dis- 
tiller from outside license territory. 
Thus have the brewers and distillers 
added to their defiance of law in the 
states and abuse and perversion of the 
functions of the federal government. 

The perversion of government is no 
less detrimental to the success of free 
institutions dependent upon its mainte 
nance, than is the open defiance of all 
authority. In some instances it may 
work a greater detriment than open de- 
fiance. The opposition of the federal 
government to the orderly and constitu- 
tional progress of the states can but 
weaken confidence at home and reflect 
upon us abroad. 

The triumph of the Prohibition party 
locally and natonally means the carry- 
ing forward of the constructive policy 
in our nation in accordance with the 
spirit and letter of the federal constitu- 
tion and the laws of the various states, 
the substitution of comity and co-opera- 
tion by the federal government with the 
states in overthrowing the enemies of 
peace and order within state territory, 
where opposition to such effort now ex- 

ists, and the supremacy of peace and 
order everywhere. In a word, the tri- 
umph of the Prohibition party means to 
declare anew, to friend and foe alike, 
the self-sufficiency of the Republic. 

Finley C. Hendrickson 
Cumberland, Md. 

MATTERS OF NOTE 
The Boston •Post tries to keep its 

courage up with the reflection that, in 
spite of the local majorities for no- 
license in that state, the people of the 
state, as a whole, would not vote for 
no-license in Boston. Perhaps not— 
yet. 

_ 
The liquor sellers of the “wet” coun- 

ties of Mississippi are taking out new 
licenses under the names of “stool pig- 
eons” so as to be able to conduct busi- 
ness as long as possible after the pas- 
sage of the anticipated Prohibition law. 

The New York Glebe indulges the 
fancy that those who “consider beer 
one of the traps of the alcohol devil” 
will hail the raise of price with “unre- 
strained rejoicing.” 

Two more Alabama counties, Cull- 
man and Walker, desiring to get rid of 
the saloon before state Prohibition goes 
into effect, voted dry recently. Cullman 
county is settled almost wholly by Ger- 
mans yet the Prohibition majority was 
about 800. 

The Rev. L. L. Pickett, recently Pro- 
hibition candidate for governor of Ken- 
tucky, is again engaged in evangelistic 
work in which he has been employed for 
many years. Of his recent campaign in 
the politics of the Blue Grass State he 
says, “I had my orders from the skies.” 

There is no disputing that wives who are 
bad cooks and untidy housekeepers have driven their husbands to drink. Yet we know many 
wives whose housekeeping and cooking are 
above reproach whose husbands are the veriest 
sots. Some men are so idiotic that they don’t 
have to be driven to drink. They run to it of their own accord.—Sacred Heart Review. f 

-IT \i\ Drunkenness is not only the cause of critAe, it is crime; and the encouragement to drunk- 
enness for the sake of profit on the sale of drink, is certainly one of the most criminal methods of assassination for money ever adopt- ed by the bravos of any age or country.—John Kusktn. 


