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Advices now on file at national headquar- 
ters from every section of the country indi- 
cate that the Prohibition reform will, during 
1908 surpass even the splendid record of ad- 
vance made during the past twelve-month. 

I see no sign of reaction or of slackening 
interest or enthusiasm so gratuitously pre- 
dicted by some critics. On the other hand, a 

careful survey of the field must convince the 
most indifferent that all achieved during 
1907 is merely a prelude to the greater and 
more significant state and national Prohibi- 
tion triumphs which the people now seem de- 
termined to win in the immediate future. 

The year 1907 has proved the most re- 

markable year in the whole history of the 
Prohibition movement. 

In fact in some respects, the reform has 
made more apparent progress during the 
twelvemonth just past than in the half cen- 

tury preceding. 
Public sentiment never was so thoroughly 

enlisted on behalf of the cause, the daily and 
secular weekly press were never so friendly, 
with news and editorial columns constantly 
open to the narration and discussion of its 
nation-wide advance, and most significant of 
all, the business and labor worlds, skeptical 
of the practical results and effects of the 
anti-liquor policy, have come at last to recog- 
nize and actually endorse the force of the 
economic argument so long preached to deaf 
ears by every Prohibition agitator for more 

than four decades. 
What is the cause of it all ? Whv is it that 

public attention is suddenly focussed upon 
this movement, and that towns, cities, coun- 

ties, states, and even the nation itself seem 
all at once to have become absorbed simul- 
taneously, in this single issue, as if its in- 
stant solution were as it has indeed long been 
asserted by our speakers, a matter of civic 
life and death to the people and the republic. 

There is but one logical explanation. The 
present hour is but the flowering of the Pro- 
hibition century plant, dropped in American 
soil at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., a hundred 
years ago by a little band of temperance 
pioneers led by Dr. Billy J. Clark, and 
faithfully cared for and nurtured by ten dec- 
ades of persistent and undiscourageable pa- 
triots from Lyman Beecher and Neal Dow 
down to Frances Willard and the present 
generation of thinking, speaking and inde- 
pendent voting organized Prohibitionists. 

A he Prohibition party, now everywhere in 
fine fettle, believes that the Prohibition issue 
will become the dominant issue in the Presi- 
dential contest of 1908 and that every party in the field will be forced by public senti- 
ment, to recognize it in some way or suffer 
loss of both prestisre. votes. and inflnonno 

One year ago, on January 1, 1907, there 
were three Prohibition states, Maine, North 
Dakota and Kansas, with a total population of approximately 1,800,000. 

Today there are six Prohibition states, with a total population more than three 
times greater than the figures of the first 
three alone. 

The old charge that Prohibition could not be 
made a success in cities has been exploded for 
all time in the splendid records of the past two 
>ears of efficient and sustained law-enforcement 
in nearly all the leading Prohibition cities of the 
nation, as the result of aroused militant public 
sentiment. 

But the new well-known details of successful 
Prohibition law enforcement in such cities as 
Kansas City, and of Sunday closing in St. Louis, 
Minneapolis and elsewhere are not the only refu- 
tation of this thread-bare slur. The testimony of 
thirty-three new cities in which Prohibition has 
become law since January 1st, 1907, is in itself 
the sti ongest sort of proof that the liquor men’s 
claim was specious and moreover emphasizes the 
fact that the citizens of these municipalities can 
no longer be deluded with such nonsense 

In view of all this the party Prohibitionists 
believe that a majority of the voters of the 
United States are already in favor of Prohibi- 
tion and need only organization and united ac- 
tion to drive the drink curse from all America. 

Congress may or may not pass the long de- 
manded interstate Prohibition protective measures 
now before it, the result in either case will in- 
evitably be to greatly strengthen the question as 
a national issue. If Congress fails to pass the 
Littlefield bill and similar legislation, it will en- 

rage millions of now nominal Prohibitionists in 
every section to the fighting point, and woe to 
the parties that are responsible. 

If Congress does at length pass these bills, it 
will tremendously encourage the Prohibition 
forces and force the issue straight into the na- 

tional arena. 

In any event the Prohibition party, thoroughly 
and practically organized in every important state 
in the Union, has already inaugurated the great- 
est campaign in its history and with this confi- 
dent watchword' of victory, “America for Prohi- 
bition, Prosperity and Law Enforcement, with 
a party behind it.” 

WEST VIRGINIA WORK 

Stewart to Tour Again Among the Eastern 
Mountains—Mills Loose After 

the Enemy 
Fairmont, W. Va., December 28.— (Special 

correspondence.)—State Chairman Edward W. 
Mills has just closed some very successful Pro- 
hibition meetings in the southern part of the 
state. Large audiences heard him at Olcott, Mal- 
den, Montgomery, Winifrede, Miami, East Bank, 
Longacre, Deepwater, Robson and Kinkaid. 

While touring this part of the state Mr. Mills 
has arranged for the great Stewart meetings to 
begin at Charleston, the state capital, on Sunday, 
January 12. __ 

Fairmont, W. Va., December 30.— (Special 
correspondence.)—Oliver W. Stewart will re- 

turn to this state early in January and will hold 
three large meetings in the city of Charleston, the 
capital, on Sunday, January 12. The first meet- 

ing will be held in the State Street Methodist 
Episcopal church at 10:45 a. m. In the afternoon 
at 3 o’clock a meeting will be addressed by Mr. 
Stewart at some central point in the city, and at 

night the meeting will be held in the Baptist 
Temple. Dr. T. C. Johnson, pastor of the Bap- 
tist Temple, is one of the strongest men in the 
state and for many years has been a leader in 
the Prohibition party, and is doing everything 
in his power to make the Stewart meetings a 

grand success. 

On Monday night, January 13, Mr. Stewart 
will speak at Montgomery. On Tuesday after- 
noon, January 14, a meeting will be held at Fay- 
etteville at 1:30 o’clock, and at night at Oak Hill 
at 7 :30 o’clock. 

On Wednesday, January 15, Mr. Stewart will 
speak at two great meetings at Beckley, the 
county seat of Raleigh county, at 2 p. m. and 
7 :45 p. m. 

Great .interest is being manifested in Mr. Stew- 
art’s visit to this part of West Virginia, and peo- 
ple everywhere are desirous of hearing this fa- 
mous orator. 

BAY STATE REORGANIZATION 

Massachusetts Prohibitionists Looking to 
Great Campaign for Next Year 

Boston, Mass., December 21—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The annual meeting of the Prohi- 
bition state committee of Massachusetts will be 
held at The Otis, 41 Mt. Vernon street, Boston, 
on Saturday, January 4. At 5 p. m. the 1907 
committee will meet and close up the year’s af- 
fairs. Supper will be served at 6 p. m., and im- 
mediately after sunper the 1908 committee will be 
called for organization. 

State Chairman Wilbur D. Moon will not be a 
candidate fqr re-election, and the one most gen- 
erally talked of for the new state chairman is 
Jonathan. S. Lewis, of Stoneham, who was the 
nominee for lieutenant governor this year. Mr. 
Lewis is at present a member of the state execu- 
tive committee, has been a member of the state 
committee for some years and was in 1906 vice- 
chairman of the committee. 

At a meeting of the executive committee held 
December 7, eight out of the nine members being 
present, an optimistic spirit prevailed and it was 
the unanimous feeling that the liquor traffic had 
“seen its best days” and that the beginning of the 
end of the drink curse in this country had come. 

Those present proposed the greatest campaign 
along Prohibition lines next year in Massachu- 
setts that the state has ever seen, and at the 
coming meeting of the state committee, to be 
held January 4, progressive action will undoubt- 
edly be taken. 


