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1908 

It is not the purpose of The National Pro- 
hibitionist to publish a prospectus of the 
work of the coming year. Experience has 

taught us that, with a paper of this charac- 
ter, it is a practical impossibility to do so 

with any degree of accuracy, owing, in large 
part, to the impossibility of foreseeing those 
events which determine the matter which is 
to be placed before our readers from week 
to week. Yet it may, perhaps, be permitted 
us to make a general statement of policy. 

The National Prohibitionist, during the 

year 1908, will continue to be a Prohibition 

party paper of the “fighting” kind. By this 
we do not mean that the paper will be truc- 

ulent, ill-mannered or unreasonable in its 
tone, but we do mean that it will be “looking 
for trouble” with the liquor power and all 
that thereto pertaineth, all the time. While 
we shall assiduously cultivate the graces of 
moderation and quietness and courtesy, we 

shall at the same time keep before our eyes 
the truth of the French proverb that “revo- 
lutions are not created with rose water.” 

The National Prohibitionist will stand 

four-square and constantly for the political 
doctrines of the Prohibition party, and will 

perpetually keep before its readers the idea 
that the only cure for the drink curse is pro- 
hibitory law enacted and enforced by the 
Prohibition party. 

The National Prohibitionist will maintain 
the kindliest possible spirit and exhibit the 
kindliest possible attitude toward all temper- 
ance organizations and toward all reform 
movements of any kind. It will seek to em- 

phasize those points of agreement which exist 
between all reformers, so far as it is possi- 
ble to do so, but it respectfully and cour- 

teously serves notice upon all whom it may 
concern, that (to refer to the remark which 
Dewey is said to have made to Prince 
Henry at the opening of the Spanish-Ameri- 
can war) there is no place of safety for any- 

one, no matter what flag they fly, between 
our guns and the enemy. 

The National Prohibitionist will hold it- 
self during the coming year, as in the past, 
to be the servant of the Prohibition party, 
and of the committees of the Prohibition 
part}'. To the utmost extent and in every 
way possible it desires to aid the work of 
every committee of the party, from that of 
the national committee down to the smallest 
ward committee that exists. Its space is at 
the service of chairmen for announcements 
and reports and Prohibition party news. The 
record of work done or undertaken will al- 
ways have right of way in these columns. 

During the coming year The National 
Prohibitionist will seek in every way to per- 
petuate and increase the spirit of comara- 

derie and brotherhood in our party ranks. 
Our hearts are open and our hands out- 
stretched to every Prohibition worker every- 
where. 

During the year we shall need the patience 
and the kindly forbearance, as well as the 

generous assistance of our friends. These 
have been accorded us in the past and we 

anticipate their continuance. Sharing, as 

we do, at least in full measure, all human 
frailties, we are well aware that, without the 

co-operation of our comrades, our work will 
lack much of completeness, and that when 
all has been done that can be done, there 
will be occasionally those lapses, neglects and 

oversights which will cause us embarrass- 
ment and regret, for which we can only ask 
in advance forbearance and brotherly consid- 
eration. 

We are just closing a year the history of 
which reads like a fairy tale. It began in 
the dead winter of apathy and discourage- 
ment; it closes in a blaze of victory with 

every prospect beckoning on to complete tri- 
umph. What the year 1908 shall bring us 

no one can predict. Its possibilities are al- 
most limitless; the gateway of Progress is 
wide-open; the royal road of earnest en- 

deavor stretches straight before us up the 
heights. 

A national campaign is to be waged. What 
we may be able to accomplish in it, God only 
knows. This we know, that, advancing, 
shoulder to shoulder, each helping each, ev- 

ery eye quick to see duty and every hand 
ready for service, we can win advantages be- 
yond the wildest dreams of the past. 

In God’s name, FORWARD ALL! 

PERSONAL LIBERTY 

Hearst’s Chicago American, in an edi- 
torial upon the saloons and the Sunday clos- 
ing movement of Chicago, makes a bid for 
popular approval along the line of a low 
grade prejudice, on a par, unfortunately, 
with a great deal which appears in the col- 
umns of the Hearst papers, in general. It 
says in big black type: 

“Better a thousand times that the Sunday 
closing movement and the Sunday theater 
question remain as they are than that one iota 
of the personal liberties of the people shall be 
curtailed.” 

It is probable that the editor who wrote 
that paragraph would have found it highly 

difficult to analyze his statement and explain 
just what he did mean and just what he had 
said regarding respect for law and regarding 
the defiant rebellion against law exhibited by< 
the liquor interests in Chicago at the pres-^ 
ent time. By a fair construction, however, 
he may be interpreted as having erected an 

intangible something which he is pleased to 
call “personal liberty” and to have declared 
that this thing is higher, greater and more 
sacred than the law of the land, and that 
the law must vield to and be held in abeyance 
to it. 

What is this personal liberty, about which, 
whenever the saloon question grows acute, 
we hear so much ? 

Why is it that we have a clamor for per- 
sonal liberty in regard to drink and the 
saloon, but never hear of it at other points 
where the law touches either the individual 
citizen or the man engaged in business? 

There are no ranting shouters demanding 
personal liberty for the man who wants to 
sell milk preserved with formaldehyde. There 
are no “United Societies” championing the 
personal liberty of someone to maintain un- 

sanitary conditions in tenement houses. But 
the moment that the saloonkeeper and the 
brewer behind him, stand in danger of dam- 
age, or are even asked to observe the law of 
the land, someone shouts “personal liberty,” 
and editors like those in the employ of Mr. 
Hearst's American begin to indulge in vapid 
and vaporous sententialities. 

What is personal liberty ? 
Perhaps we shall arrive at a conclusion 

better, if we start with an illustration. If 
we will imagine a man living all alone upon 
an island in the midst of a vast ocean, under 
such conditions that it is highly improbable 
that he will ever again associate with his 
fellow men, we have a human being in the 
fullest possible possession of all liberties that 
are strictly personal. Even there, perhaps,* 
a moral question might arise as to how far 
he has the right to order his life to his own 

moral or mental or physical damage. There 
may be ethical considerations which, even 
under such conditions, a man may not wholly 
ignore. 

However, whatever personal liberty may 
mean, this man may have it, there, to the 
full. 

But let it be imagined that to this island 
there comes another human being—perhaps 
so insignificant a creature as a little black 
babe, lashed to a log of driftwood. The com- 

ing of that creature conditions and, there- 
fore, circumscribes and curtails the personal 
liberty of the first inhabitant of the island. 
He no longer can conduct himself without 
regard to the rights of others. 

From the standpoint of duty, certain obli- 
gations of society are placed upon him, the 
moment he comes in confact with even one 
of his fellow beings. From the standpoint 
of privilege, he surrenders a certain part of 
his liberties as the price of living in society 
among his fellow beings. 

The illustration holds good all the way up 
from the desert island to Chicago or New 
York or London. 

Personal liberty is any individual’s right 
to be a good citizen of the society in which 
he lives—and nothing more. 

The man who obeys the law, who observes, 
beyond the written law, the precepts of the 
so-callea Golden Buie, who conducts himself ^ 
rightly toward his fellows, contributing what 
he can to the general good and making the 
best use that he can of the general contri- 
bution to his good—that man is enjoying his personal liberty in civilized society. 


