
marked the return to power of the Republican 
party (“the only party that ever did anything 
for temperance”), and the beginning of “Repub- 
lican good times,” the production of spirits was 

far less than half the present figure and the 
withdrawal for consumption only a trifle more 

than half. 

Itt the io years zvhisky making has grozvn al- 
most 170 percent. 

When we come to a consideration of fermented 

liquors (the general term under which the gov- 

ernment deals with beers and ales) we find again 
a large increase. In the fiscal year 1906 there 

were produced in the United States 54,651,637 
barrels of beer. This was the high beer mark- 

in the history of the American people. A year 

before, in 1905, the production had been only 
49,495,540. In the year 1904 the production had 

been a trifle lower than this, or 48,208,133 bar- 

rels, while in the fiscal year 1900 the Nineteenth 

century closed with the production at only 39,- 

330,849 barrels. 

But the fiscal year 1907 sets a new mark for 

the beer flood and shows the production of 58,- 

546,111 barrels of beer, an increase of almost 

4,000,000 barrels over the tremendous production 
of 1906. 

Presuming that each barrel of beer averages 

to cost the consumer $15.50, for this one item 

alone the American people paid into the till of 

the gin-miller almost $60,000,000 more than in 

any preceding year of American history. 

This increase stands out in still stronger relief 

when we compare it with the production of ten 

years ago. In the fiscal year 1897, the produc- 
tion of fermented liquors was only 34,423,094 
barrels. In other words, in ten years’ time our 

production of beer has increased more than 24,- 

000,000 barrels or more than 70 percent. 

Turning to the question of revenue, we dis- 

covered that the total revenues arising from the 

liquor business during the year 1907 reached 

$215,894,720.07, or an increase of over the blood 

money of 1906 amounting to almost $17,000,000, 
to be exact, $16,868,806.39. 

When we take this also back for comparison 
with the revenue of a decade ago, we find that 

the increase has been enormous. In 1897 the 

total liquor revenue was only $114,477,500. In 

ten years, under the rule of the ‘‘party of great 
moral ideas,” the liquor bribe has grown more 

than $100,000,000. 
The reader will, of course, indulge the hope 

that the great spread of Prohibition territory in 

the latter part of the year 1907 will check this 

increase. That hope is legitimate, and yet the 

discovery is made from the report before us that 

the first three months of the fiscal year 1908, 
that is to say, July, August and September, 1907, 

gave no sign of any such decrease. 

In those three months, as compared witn tne 

corresponding three months of the preceding 
year, everything that has to do with the govern- 
ment’s regulation of the liquor traffic witnessed 

an increase, with the exception of the two items, 

the special tax on the manufacture of stills, 
where there is a decrease of $58, and the sale of 

stamps for spirits intended for export, where 

there is a decrease of $373. The government’s 
revenue from the spirit trade showed a total in- 

crease in excess of a million dollars, while the 

government’s profit from the manufactm_ of 

beer in those three months shows an increase of 

more than $1,100,000. 
The figures indicate that in the three months re- 

ferred to, almost a million more gallons of spirits 
paid revenue than in the corresponding three 
months of the preceding year, while more than a 

million more barrels of beer were rolled out of 
the breweries to go on their way, poisoning the 

people. 

A Rally Behind the Medicine Chest 
The final stronghold of the alcohol curse is the medicine chest of the physician, the shelf of 

the druggist and the nondescript collection of pat ent medicines of the home.—Frances E. Willard. 
By the EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST 

THE FRANCES WILLARD HOSPITAL 

It must have been one of those rare perceptions 
that amounted almost to inspiration, which at 
times that remarkable woman enjoyed, that led 
Frances E. Willard to write the sentence that 
stands at the head of this article, and never, 

perhaps, was its truth better illustrated than in 
the happenings of the past few days in Chicago. 

Some few weeks ago a young society matron 
in this city, invited to act as patroness at a “ben- 
efit” to be given for the Frances Willard Hos- 
pital, declined and stated her reason in the fol- 
lowing sentence: 

“I do not feel wholly in sympathy with a hos- 
pital which does not permit (if I am not mis- 

rear-guard around which to rally a desperate 
stand of the retreating and beaten liquor interests. 

Of course, there are not wanting medical men 

who were willing, for reasons which it is, per- 

haps, charitable not to pry into, to pronounce the 
action wise and praiseworthy, and to pitch their 
voices to an Eighteenth Century tune and chant 
the praises of John Barleycorn as a medical 

agent. The following paragraphs, taken from 
the columns of the Record-Herald, perhaps the 
least sensational of Chicago’s papers, indicate 
the tone of comment: 

All of the large hospitals in Chicago use alco- 
holic stimulants in their medical work and the 

Henry S. Tucker, A. M., M. D., 
President. 

Cassiu's C. Rogers, A. M., M. D., 
Secretary. 

Joseph J. Wolfe, M. D., 
Vice-President. 

taken), the use of alcoholics under a doctor’s 
prescription.” 

The incident was not specially important; the 
eminent young woman’s assistance was by no 

means indispensable; the management of the hos- 
pital did not feel crushed, and practically no no- 

tice was taken of the refusal until by some means 

or other, outside of the hospital, the letter came 

into the hands of one of the newspapers of the 
city. Forthwith the eager reporters, who live 
only to feed the popular fancy with the latest 
sensations, saw its bearing upon the present wide- 
spread interest in the liquor question and has- 
tened to thrust the little incident into prominence, 
making the young woman in question a sort of 

statement was made that there are few physicians 
in Chicago who do not prescribe alcoholic bev- 
erages in their regular practice. 

Dr. Edwards stated emphatically that whisky, 
champagne and other alcoholic beverages are ex- 

tremely valuable in the treatment of many 
diseases. 

“Alcoholic stimulants are not used now as 
much as they were fifteen years ago,” said Dr. 
Edwards, “but I consider them very valuable in 
the treatment of certain cases. In the treatment 
of typhoid fever and other infectious diseases 
nearly all physicians find that their patients would 
be benefited by stimulants of this sort and when 
they do they prescribe them. Of course, these 
stimulants are abused by being used to excess by 
many persons, but that fact does not lessen the 
medicinal value of them. In cases of pneumonia 


