
whisky is often used. As a general stimulant 
whisky and wines are used widely.” 

Dr. R. E. Keyser, hospital physician of Mercy 
Hospital, said alcoholic stimulants are used largely 
at the hospital. 

“I most certainly believe that alcoholic stimu- 

rlants are indispensable in the treatment of certain 
cases,” said Dr. Keyser. “In pneumonia cases in 
particular whisky is better than drugs. It is used 
here at the hospital in cases of complete exhaus- 
tion and in many other ways. It is useful in the 
treatment of diphtheria and in other diseases 
where a heart stimulant is needed. It is useful, 
too, in other cases where the system has suffered 
a severe shock, as in an operation, or in case of 
accident where some portion of the body has 
been crushed or cut. I do not know of a hospital 
in Chicago, with the exception of the Frances 
Willard, where alcoholic stimulants are not used. 
I know very little about that hospital, but it is 
hard to see how the physicians there get along 
without using wines or whisky.” 

At the Alexian Brothers Hospital it was said 
that the different physicians prescribed whisky in 
many cases, but that it was used generally as a 
last resort. 

Dr. L. Blake Baldwin said last night that he 
prescribed alcoholic stimulants in all cases where 
he deemed it necessary. 

“No definite outline of the use of alcoholic 
stimulants in the treatment of diseases can be 
given,” said Dr. Baldwin. “It rests with the 
physician in charge of the case. If his best judg- 
ment tells him that his patient would be benefited 
by stimulants of this sort rather than by drugs 
which stimulate, then, of course, he prescribes 
the alcoholic stimulant. In cases of blood pois- 
oning alcoholic stimulants are used. As general 
tonics for weak and run-down systems they are 
also eood 

Dr. Clinton Hoy, at St. Luke’s Llospital, said: 
“We have found alcoholic stimulants to be 

necessary in certain cases.” 
Dr. S. W. Ransom, at the county hospital, said 

alcoholic stimulants were often used there. 
“In emergency cases alcoholic stimulants are 

almost indispensable,” said Dr. Ransom. “As 
tonics they are prescribed by most physicians. I 
do not believe, however, that there is as much 
liquor used at the hospital now as a few years 
ago. In cases of pneumonia and in infectious 
diseases liquor plays a prominent part in the 
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treatment of the cases.” 
Before treating the question in its bearing upon 

the Frances Willard Hospital, it is, perhaps, perti- 
nent to remark that the non-alcoholic treatment 
of disease is by no means an innovation, nor 

unheard of among well-informed medical men. 

The late Dr. Nathan Smith Davis, of this city, a 

man for whom could be claimed a position very 
near the head of the medical profession of the 
United States, during his years of active practice, 
abandoned the use of liquors of all kinds in the 
treatment of diseases, almost, if not quite half-a- 
century ago, and demonstrated in thousands of 
cases the wisdom of his course. With him have 
stood some of the best-known physicians and 
surgeons of Europe and America and the record 
of their excellent work is a part of medical lit- 
erature. The physician who expresses surprise 
at the idea of treating disease without alcohol 
simply reveals his own ignorance. 

Perhaps one of the most significant of facts 
related to the subject is the fact that hardly a 

physician can be found, no matter how outspoken 
he may be in defense of liquors for medical pur- 
poses, who is today using more than a small 
percentage of the amount of liquor which he 
used ten years ago, while even in those hospitals 
where liquors are used most freely, their use has 
undergone a marked decrease and is still decreas- 
ing constantly. There is a certain hospital in this 
city which, in spite of its religious character, has 
been unpleasantly prominent in its employment of 
liquors, giving strong drams of whisky many 
times a day to boys wh.o are patients in its wards. 
Ten years ago that hospital was paying more than 
twice as much for wines and liquors as it paid 

V last year. 
Sir Victor Horsley, the eminent British physi- 

cian, in his new book, “Alcohol and the Human 

Body,” shows that during eleven years, from 
1894 to 1905, the cost of alcoholic liquors used 

in the hospitals of the Metropolitan Board of 
London fell from £1,388 to £515. 

There is in London a Temperance Hospital in 
which physicians are allowed to use liquors, if, 
in their judgment, such use is an absolute neces- 

sity. The number of actual cases of the use of 

liquors during the history of the hospital has, 
however, been infinitesimal, and in that hospital 
better results in the treatment of disease have 
been uniformly achieved than the average of 
achievement in other London hospitals. 

But as regards the Frances Willard Hospital 
of Chicago. The institution was founded in a very 
small way in 1886. It is, perhaps, no exaggera- 
tion to say that its first appearance attracted lit- 
tle attention save ridicule. It is truthful to say 
of it today that it has won the respect of all the 
intelligent and really well-informed in medical 
circles. The hospital is a general hospital 
doing the same kind of work that is done 
by other general hospitals. Its patients are 

of all classes, sorts and conditions. It is 
not a place for the treatment of temperance 
enthusiasts. Drinking people, even saloonkeepers 
and saloonkeepers’ families are frequently found 
among its patients. It is differentiated from all 
other hospitals in Chicago by its rule regarding 
alcoholic medication, and during its whole history 
it has had no apologies to make to the public in 
regard to success, but has maintained a highly 
creditable percentage of cures. 

The staff of the Frances Willard hospital not 

only is not composed of temperance fanatics or 

enthusiasts, but, so far as I have been able to 

learn, contains no members who have been spec- 

ially interested in the temperance reform aside 
from its relation to medical questions. The presi- 
dent of the attending staff, Dr. H. S. Tucker, a 

Chicago physician of much prominence, the dean 
of the Chicago College of Medicine and Surgery, 
and consulting surgeon in the Cook County Hos- 
pital, looking upon the question from a purely 
professional standpoint, says: 

“I can truly say that convalescence and repair 
in surgical cases have been more rapid and the 
patients have left the hospital in better physical 
condition than in cases treated where alcohol was 
used.” 

Dr. J. G. Wolfe, the vice-president of the staff, 
is one of the most pronounced advocates of non- 

alcoholic medication, basing his position upon ex- 

perience in hospital work. He says: 

“Experience has taught that recovery from any 
disease is retarded rather than hastened by the 
use of alcohol in any form.” 

During his years of association with this hos- 
pital, Dr. Wolfe has constantly treated with suc- 

cess the very line of cases that the physicians 
above quoted assert must be dosed with alcohol, 
and has found no need for its use. During the 
present reign of pneumonia, in which Chicago 
physicians estimate that 2,500 will lose their lives, 
Dr. Wolfe has treated many cases, without any 
alcohol, and has not lost a case. 

One of the central figures of the Frances Wil- 
lard Hospital is Dr. Cassius C. Rogers, the sec- 

retary of the staff and the most active of the 
surgeons connected with the institution. Dr. Rog- 
ers is professor and head of the department of 
surgery in the Chicago College of Medicine and 
Surgery and professor of physical diagnosis in 
the Chicago College of Dental Surgery. He has 
been prominent in surgical work in this city for 
years past and has operated in some fifteen of the 
city’s hospitals. He began his work in the Fran- 
ces Willard Hospital in February of 1905, and 
since that time has performed more than a thou- 
sand operations, many of them of extremely seri- 
ous character, employing no alcohol in any of the 
cases and achieving most satisfactory results. 

Dr. Rogers frankly says that he did not come 

to the Frances Willard Hospital because of any 

prejudice against liquor or because of any tem- 

perance principles. He does not use liquors nor 

tobacco, but lie is in no sense a temperance re- 

former. He believes in the principles of the 
Frances Willard Hospital because he gets better 
results from his surgery there than anywhere else. 
His almost three years of work in the Frances 
Willard Hospital have a far better record than 
he ever achieved before or elsewhere. Of the 
more than a thousand surgical cases of the three 
years he has not lost a single patient from 
“shock,” that terror of surgeons, in defense 
against which the Antediluvians would have us 

believe the bottle must always be resorted to. 

During the past year there have been no deaths 
in surgical cases under Dr. Rogers’ care, except- 
ing an almost negligible percentage comprised 
solely of cases that were considered absolutely 
hopeless when admitted to the hospital. 

In the staff of the hospital is a most eminent 
specialist, whose name I do not mention because 

I have not been able to see him personally and 
obtain permission to thus publicly refer to his 
work. This gentleman is famous in a certain line 
of surgical work, not only throughout the United 
States, but throughout the world, and has been 
called to Europe to exercise his skill upon mem- 

bers of royal families. When the proposition 
was first made to him that he should connect 
himself with the Frances Willard Hospital he re- 

fused, upon the ground that success in surgical 
work was impossible without the use "of alcoholic 
liquors. He asserted that he could not practice, 
particularly in the case of children, without re- 

sorting to alcohol for the purpose of tiding the 

patient over the shock of the operation. Yet that 
man is today operating successfully and satis- 
factorily in the Frances Willard Hospital, achiev- 

ing successes without the use of intoxicants of 

any kind. 

SAYS COUNTRY WILL GO DRY 

An Oregon State Senator Says That Prohibi- 
tion for the Whole Country Is 

in the Air 

Salem, Oregon, December 14.— (Special corre- 

spondence)—State Senator M. A. Miller, of 
Lynn, in this city, today made the prophecy that 
the whole United States will be “dry” within ten 

years. The remark was called forth by the dis- 
cussion of the situation in this state, and Mr. 
Miller, who has been traveling widely through 
the state, gave his opinion with much emphasis. 
Not only does he believe that the United States 
will be “dry” within ten years, but he believes 
that the state of Oregon is already prepared to 
vote the saloon out of its whole area. 

By a gentleman who listened to him, Mr. Mil- 
ler is quoted as saying: 

“All Oregon will go dry at the next election if 
the question is submitted as a state issue. The 
whole United States will be dry within ten years. 
The movement does not spring from any single 
event or argument, but it is in the air, as you 
might say, and is everywhere in evidence. The 
most prosperous, cleanest and best conducted 
towns in the state today are dry. 

“In the last few months I have traveled all 
over the state and have heard emphatic expres- 
sions against the saloon from persons who would 
be least expected to entertain such views.” 

Directors of the Distilling Company of Amer- 
ica last week declared a quarterly dividend of one- 
half of one percent; the dividend for the preced- 
ing quarter was one and one-half percent. 

Editor of The National Prohibitionist:—I 
congratulate you on becoming the editor-in-chief 
of The National Prohibitionist. I hope you may 
be abundantly propered, and soon see this gov- 
ernment get out of partnership with the liquor 
traffic. I am now well nigh 85 years old, but feel 
as great an interest in this great reform as I did 
40 years ago. John Danner. 

Canton, O. 


