
THE CENTENNIAL CONGRESS 

Program Announced for the World Gathering 
at Saratoga in June 

Saratoga, N. Y., January 1—(Special corre- 

spondence).—The program of the World’s Tem- 

perance Centennial Congress, which will be held 
in this city in June, in commemoration of the 

founding of the first temperance society by Dr. 

Billy J. Clark, has just been issued. The pro- 

gram provides for the beginning of the congress 
on Sunday, June 14, with sermons in the leading 
churches of the city by Bishop Joseph F. Berry, 
Dr. Charles H. Mead and Dr. George H. Vibbert, 
with a mass meeting in Convention Hall on Sun- 

day afternoon at which Dr. Mead will preside and 

Bishop Berry will deliver the address. 
The congress will proceed with three sessions 

every day up to and including June 23. There 
will be sessions under the direction of the Good 

Templars, of the Anti-Saloon League, of the 

Young People’s Prohibition League, of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association, of the New 
York State Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, of the National Woman’s Christian Tem- 

perance Union and of the Intercollegiate Prohi- 
bition Association. Prominent speakers, repre- 

senting different phases of the temperance re- 

form, will take part in the various programs, 

including such names as Edward Wavrinsky of 

Sweden, Tom Honeyman of Scotland, Felix T. 
McWhirter, Dr. Silas C. Swallow, Guy Hay- 
ler of England, Dr. J. B. Cranfield of Texas, 
the Hon. Joshua Levering, Henry W. Wilbur, 
the Hon. J. B. Lewis, Chairman Jones, State 
Chairman Wilson of Illinois, Dr. T. D. Croth- 
ers and many others. 

ENFORCEMENT IN GEORGIA 

Even the Much-Talked-Of “Club” Feature 
Not to Operate Against Full Prohibition 

Atlanta, Ga., January 1—(Special correspond- 
ence)—A good deal has been said in the North 
about the intention of the white men of Georgia 
to enforce the new prohibitory law wherever it 
has to do with the sale of liquor to the negroes, 
but to provide such loopholes and ways of escape 

as will make it easy for every white man who 
wants to get a drink. Much emphasis has been 

placed upon the supposed exceptions made in the 
cases of clubs, and the statement is repeated, 
again and again, in northern papers, that the 
white men will find it easy enough to belong to 

clubs and get liquor just as they used to. 

It may be said with much emphasis that there 
is no intention on the part of the great mass of 
white men of Georgia to make any attempt to 

prevent the enforcement of the prohibitory law 
in its fullest extent. In the greater part of Geor- 

gia prohibition of the sale of liquor is no new 

thing, but has been in force for years. It is an 

innovation only in the larger cities, and there, 
with the possible exception of Savannah, the 
sentiment in favor of the law is strong. 

The clubs are not likely to cut any special fig- 
ure in the new regime. Even incorporated clubs 
are not allowed to serve liquor to their members, 
though a member may have a locker in which 
he may keep liquors for his own personal use. 

He cannot, however, dispense liquors from his 
locker to his friends, whether they are or are 

not members of the club. The new law pro- 
vides that any club where lockers are maintained 
and in which liquors are kept by members, must 

pay a tax of $500 to the state, the idea being to 

provide the state with the necessary funds to 

keep a close supervision over such clubs. Many 
of the more respectable clubs have already an- 

nounced that they not only will not make pro- 

visions for lockers, but they hereafter will for- 

bid liquor to be brought into the clubhouses. 
The whole club provision is in danger of be- 

ing wiped out by interpretation of the law, for 

if the court should hold that a club is a “public 
place,” the state officials will hold that liquor 
cannot be kept there, even for personal consump- 

tion, under the general provision of the Prohibi- 
tion law. 

The talk of which much has been heard, of 

attacking the prohibitory law on the ground that 
the constitution of the state of Georgia appro- 

priates special liquor taxes for school purposes, 
will amount to nothing. There is nothing man- 

datory in that provision of the constitution, nor 

is there any danger that the school funds of the 
slate will suffer from the absence of liquor reve- 

nues. The fact that in the greater part of the 
state for years past no revenue has been re- 

ceived from the liquor traffic, shows that it is 

possible to maintain schools without resorting to 

the sale of drink to aid public education. 

POPULATION DECREASING 

Undesirable Inhabitants Running Away From 
Atlanta With Advent of Prohibition 

Atlanta, Ga., January 1—(Special corre- 

spondence).—The police of Atlanta have been 
astonished to find that, contrary to the usual 

holiday experience, there has been no consider- 
able increase of drunkenness or crime. This is 

the more remarkable because it has been antici- 
pated that the incoming of Prohibition would 
stimulate the drinking element to unusual indul- 

gence and result in a larger measure of crime 
than is common at the holiday season. 

The explanation is simple but convincing; the 
bad element are leaving Atlanta. The toughs 
and chronic bums have already started for a 

more congenial atmosphere. Criminals of all 

kinds, who have made the saloons of Atlanta 
their hanging-out-place, are visiting their ven- 

geance upon Georgia for enacting a Prohibition 
law by reducing the population, taking them- 
selves to Tennessee, Florida and South Carolina, 
where license cities can yet be found. A detec- 
tive quoted in the Journal last night said: 

The bad element has been leaving in flocks. 
Its members can’t live comfortably in Georgia, 
after January 1, so they’re taking time by the 
forelock and gone. Half the saloons in the 
city have actually been losing money for the past 
two weeks. They haven’t had even a normal 
trade. They’d close down of their own accord, 
tonight, without any need for a Prohibition law. 
I’ve talked with several of the saloon men, and 
they say they are disgusted and are perfectly 
willing to quit. 

It is already noticeable that buildings used as 

saloons, occupying important corners, are en- 

gaged for reputable businesses. Dives and less 

reputable establishments, where the property has 
its value to rent largely because of the willingness 
of the “bad” saloonkeeper to pay a big rent, will, 
of course, find it difficult to obtain tenants at the 
lucrative rent rates of old. In this respect the 
landlords who have been preying upon the public 
at secondhand, will get a part of the punishment 
that is “coming to them.” 

ATLANTA’S WATCH-NIGHT 

Good People of Georgia’s Capital Speed the 
Departing of John Barleycorn and 

Welcomes Prohibition 

Atlanta, Ga., December 31—(Special corre- 

spondence).—Tonight in the great auditorium 
of the Baptist Tabernacle an enormous audience 
gathered at shortly after eight o’clock and re- 

mained until after midnight, watching out the 

reign of the saloon in Georgia and the coming 
in of the Prohibition era. Dr. Len G. Brough- 
ton, the pastor, presided, and addresses were 

delivered by the Hon. Jas. L. Mayson, H. Y. Mc- 
Cord, F. L. Seeley, editor of the Georgian, and 
the Hon. Seaborn Wright. 

MAINE’S CIDER BARREL 

Foolish Western Editor “Called Down’’ for 
His Bad Break About Views of Pine 

Tree State Farmers 

Portland, Maine, January 3.—(Special corre- 

spondence).—In a copy of the Post, of Kansas 

City, received here, that paper, in an exceedingly 
foolish editorial, upon “The Prohibition Move- 

ment,” makes the following statement: 

“The Prohibition law is a dead letter for all 
practical purposes in nearly every city in Maine, 
while in the country districts there is an inordi- 
nate amount of hard cider drinking, which the 
law does not aim to prohibit. The farmers of 
Maine favor Prohibition almost to a man, be- 
cause the law given them the right to sell cider, 
but if this legal right were taken from them, as 

it should be, most of them would vote for free 
rum.” 

Anyone who is familiar with the long discus- 
sion of the Prohibition question has met the cider 

argument times without number, and a reference 
to the census of 1900 shows exactly how much 

it amounts to in the case of Maine. 

According to the figures given by that, the 
Twelfth Census, in the census year there were 

made in this whole state just 11,940 barrels of 
cider. Inasmuch as there are 59,299 farms in 
this state, it is at once seen that the amount of 
cider to be distributed among rural population 
of the state furnishes very small per capita stock 
for “inordinate hard cider drinking.” 

This, however, has to be still further reduced. 
From the census it appears that from this 11,940 
barrels of cider 2,161 were at once made into 

vinegar. It is probably an under-statement of 
the fact, as anyone familiar with country affairs 
knows that the greater part of farm-made cider 
is used for vinegar. 

Even were it assumed, however, that the re- 

maining 9,779 barrels of cider are sold by the 
farmers, as “hard cider,” it is at once seen that 
the sale makes a very small financial showing 
among the farmers of Maine. Of our 59,299 
farms only 7,962 report the raising of apples at ^ 
all, so that presumably only these could make 

any cider, which allows one and one-half barrels 
of cider to each of one in every seven and one- 

half farmers in the state. 
The census does not assign the farm value of 

cider, but it is probably true that the farm value 
falls below $4.00 per barrel. Reckoning it at 

$4.00, however, it might be assumed that each of 

7,962 farmers among the more than 59,000 farm- 
ers of this state, had six dollars’ worth of cider 
to sell. 

To say that the farmers of Maine believe in 
Prohibition “almost to a man,” because the law 

gives a little more than one in seven among them 
the right to sell six dollars’ worth of cider in the 
course of a year, is to convict—not the Maine 
farmer, but the man who makes the assertion of 

being extremely “short” on facts, though he may 
be “long” on fancy. 

HOKE STILL SHIES 

Georgia’s Governor Doesn’t Want to See 
State’s Example Followed 

Atlanta, Ga., December 29—(Special corre- 

spondence)—Governor Hoke Smith, in an inter- 
view given out today, insisted that Georgia’s Pro- 
hibition law would be strongly enforced, but ex- 

plained his personal position regarding drink. He 
said: 

“There is no doubt that Prohibition is wise 
from an economic standpoint. The overwhelming 
sentiment of the white people of Georgia is for 
Prohibition, and the law will be enforced. 

“I do not expect the temperance movement to 
produce, as a rule, laws so stringent as the Geor- N. 

gia law, but I do hope to see the Amercian stand- J 
ing bar prohibited nearly everywhere. The use 
of whisky and similar drinks might then be con- 
fined to medicinal purposes, and the lighter drinks, 
such as wines and beer, be used only at the table 
as food.” 


