
the one being in force as the other, 
that is to say, no question at all. Yet 
the court sits placidly and put it in the 
hands of the jury to say whether it is 

x in force or not. This sort of proceed- 
diligently followed out would 

^ nullify every one of the criminal 
statutes and produce absolute an- 

archy. That is what it points to. 
Against such pretended legal proceed- 
ings every good citizen will set his 
face like flint. 
There is only one logical conclusion 

of that sort of utterance. That means 

Prohibition votes next November. 

ABOUT WOMEN DRINKING 
The Chicago Journal attacks the views 

of Dr. Quackenbos, which are given 
space elsewhere in this paper, concerning 
drinking among women. It says: 

Human nature does not change, and 
the actual number of women who 
drink is probably no greater than it 
has always been. Certainly the num- 
ber of women who look with horror 
on drunkenness has not lessened, as 

any man can find out who keeps his 
eyes open. The increase in the num- 
ber of drinking women is only appar- 
ent, due to the freedom that living in 
an enormous crowd tends to foster. 
The women that drink in public now' 
formerly drank in private, but they1 
are no more numerous proportionately 
than they ever were. 

Unfortunately, experience and obser- 
vation are contrary to the views ex- 

pressed by the Journal, and the sorry 
fact has a strictly logical relation to the 
trend of things for years past. No peo- 
ple ever succeeded in keeping the moral- 
ity of their women much above the mor- 

ality of the men for any great length of 
time. In families where men drink, in 

-popular, hail-fellow fashion, it is inevi- 
tabic that the women shall, sooner or 

later, come to follow the example, and 
it is also inevitable that just as the 
drinking ruins the men, so it will ruin 
the women. There have always been 
women who drank in private, but the 
number of women who, ten or twenty 
years ago, were drinking in the privacy 
of their own homes, was small in com- 

parison with the number of women who 
today drink publicly in the fashionable 
cafes. 

BARKING IN THE REAR 
For sheer, downright, silly nonsense 

let the seeker be commended to the 
Washington Post. In a recent (Decem- 
ber 16) editorial upon “Effective Tem- 
eprance Work,” that paper says: 

Prohibition arouses the antagonism 
of many men, who find force and sub- 
ordination irksome and who, too often 
use liquor far more freely than they 
otherwise would, simply because an 

attempt has been made to curtail what 
they regard as their liberty, and, fin- 
ally, the element of self-control is en- 

tirely eliminated, and in some in- 
stances, at least, force of character is 
weakened rather than strengthened 
by such paternalistic legislation. 
The Post represent the well-known 

class of farm dogs that run out to bark 
bravely behind the traveler who has 
gone on down the pike. 

A York State Alliance 

Perry, N. Y., January 1—(Special cor- 

-^g/espondence)—The Prohibition Alliance 
\>f Perry, at its semi-annual meeting, en- 

joyed a large attendance, with a well- 
rendered program and much enthusiasm 
over the progress of Prohibition work. 
The Rev. Richard Carne was re-elected 
president and enters upon a new year 
with great courage and enthusiasm. 

PROHIBITION IN FINLAND 

Review of Conditions in the Little | 
Known Country That Has Out- 

lawed the Liquor Traffic 

[ 1 he following interesting paragraphs 
present what is in some respects the 
best summary which we have seen of 
the Prohibition situation in Finland. 
I hey are taken from an article in the 

Chicago Rccord-Herald by Mr. Wm. E. 
Curtis, the gentleman whose amusing 
prevarications in regard to the impor- 
tation of liquors into the Philippine 
Islands Prohibitionists will never for- 
get. Of course, Mr. Curtis could not be 
expected to fail to lay great stress upon 
the “mistake of going too far.” What 
the outcome will be in Finland it is not 
easy to predict.—Editorial note.] 

The most recent act of general inter- 
est is a law passed by an almost unani- 
mous vote totally abolishing the liquor 
traffic. It closes every saloon, every dis- 
tillery, every brewery in Finland. It 
prohibits the use as well as the sale of 
beer, wine and spirituous liquors of ev- 

ery kind. It applies to private indi- 
viduals as well as to hotels and restau- 

rants, and under a heavy penalty forbids 
the importation or the use or even the 
possession of distilled and malt liquors. 
It even forbids the use of wine at com- 

munion service in the churches, [?] and J the sale of liquor for medicinal purposes 
is placed under the same restrictions and 
regulations as the sale of poisons. Spir- 
its used for mechanical purposes must 

be so doctored upon their importation 
into the country that they cannot be used 
for a beverage. 

The police are given unprecedented 
power. They have the right to search 
private dwellings upon information that 
liquor is concealed there or is in the 
possession of the occupants. The pen- 
alties are very severe. The minimum is 
a fine of $20 and the maximum is penal 
servitude for three years. 

No provision is made to indemnify 
distillers, brewers, rectifiers, dealers or 

private individuals whose property may 
be confiscated or rendered useless by the 
law. Every distillery must close for- 
ever, and the loss upon the investment 
falls upon the owner without any indem- 
nification whatever from the government. 

This is the first law ever passed by a 

national legislature prohibiting the use 

of intoxicating drinks, and in that re- 

spect Finland has broken the record and 
has established a precedent—for older 
nations to follow. It is unfortunate, 
however, that the law is so radical and 
drastic, because it will be vetoed by the 
Czar and the effort will be wasted. The 
grounds for the veto will be its interfer- 
ence with personal rights and the failure 
to indemnify persons who suffer loss of 
property. The measure is now in the 
hands of the Czar and his veto may be 
expected at any time. If the measure 

had been modified so as to prohibit the 
manufacture and sale of strong drinks, 
with a fair indemnity to those whose 
capital is invested in that business, and 
under ordinary regulations, with penal- 
ties less severe, Nicholas II. undoubt- 
edly would have approved its provisions, 
and the curse under wihch the peasants 
of Finland have been living for genera- 
tions would have been removed. 

No moral issue is ever a local issue. 
If you have not the saloon here you are 
not freed from responsibility.—Bishop 
Wilson. 

LET THE LEGIONARIES LEAD 
The Prohibition Tenth Legion has not disbanded; upon the 

contrary, the time has come when it can take the position of veterans 
in the forefront of even a greater movement than that which gives 
it its name. 

When Mr. Blake conceived the. idea of the Tenth Legion it is to 
be doubted if he foresaw how great an influence it was to have or 

what a remarkable work it would accomplish. With possibly one ex- 

ception, there was never such a campaign for subscribers for a Prohibi- 
tion paper in the history of the Prohibition party. That company of 
enthusiastic men and women who enlisted in the Tenth Legion poured 
new subscribers by thousands into this office and won new and wider 
hearing for the Prohibition argument with the citizenship of the 
country. 

There is no measuring the influence of that work. It will count 
every day up to the election in increased Prohibition activity, in win- 
ning new voters to the Prohibition party, in swelling the contributions 
to Prohibition committees. It will count again in the ballot box on 

that all-important Tuesday in November. It will go on multiplying 
in force for years to come, so long as there is a Prohibition issue be- 
fore the American people. 

Now the call is for an increase of 25,000 in the subscription list 
of The National Prohibitionist—by the first of March. 

There is nothing unreasonable, nothing dreamy about such a call. 
It can be done, and the people who can do it will read these lines. 

It will simply need 5,000 people who will secure an average of 
five new subscribers each. Twenty times that number of people read 
these lines, at the lowest possible average of readers for each paper. 
The proposition presents no problem; it simply confronts us with the 
question as to whether these Prohibitionists are as yet enough aroused 
to grasp the opportunity and rise to the occasion. 

We believe that they are. 

We believe the Tenth Legion can and will lead the movement. 
We ought to have, inside of the next ten days, the names of at least 
500 of the old Legionaries in this office, each signed to one of these 
pledge blanks, telling us that they will add five more to the splendid 
work that they have already done. 

This will give the forward movement an advance guard that will 
make success, not a possibility, not even a probability, but an absolute 
certainty. 

There is every reason for the utmost of courage and enthusiasm 
and confidence, but all of us need to remember that courage and en- 

thusiasm and confidence become of practical force in a movement 
only when they inspire us to work. 

Let us escape what we might so easily fall into—the disposition 
to spend our time and dissipate our energies in rejoicing over the 
brilliant prospects that lie before us. We might do that to the very 
destruction of those same prospects. 

Let us, rather, make those prospects and the inciting cause and 
the propelling force of effort which will achieve results and turn the 
prospects into realities. 

Now, the one word is—hustle for subscribers. Sign up these 
pledges; get them into this office; let us know what we can depend 
upon from you; put yourselves in touch with the movement and 
then “make good” just as rapidly as possible. 

FORWARD MOVEMENT PLEDGE 

THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST, 
87 Washington Street, Chicago. 

Please enroll me as a member of the Forward Movement I 
hereby agree to secure five new subscriptions to the National Prohi- 
bitionist before March 1, 1908. It is understood that I may send 
these subscriptions in to your office at the rate of 60 cents each. Please 
send me sample copies and subscription blanks at once. 

Name.... 

Address. 

Date. 


