
PROHIBITION’S FAILURE 

Some Contrasts Between Maine Without Saloons and 
New York County With Wide Open Gin Mills 

BY CLINTON N. HOWARD. 

[An address in the Westminster Presbyterian church of Rochester, January 6.] 

Who says Prohibition is a failure? 
The men who want it to fail; the men 

who are organizing everywhere .and 

contributing vast sums of money to de- 
feat it; the men who break the law, who 
sneak their outlawed traffic over the dry 
line in disguised packages, falsely la- 
beled bottles and lying bills of lading. 
These “disinterested” witnesses are loud- 
est in proclaiming the failure of Prohi- 
bition. 

The president of the Distillers’ Se- 
curity Company gives out a statement 
(.luring the week that “long experience 
shows that Prohibition always increases 
the consumption of drink,” and that 
same day his company cut the custom- 
ary dividend to its shareholders by two- 
thirds. Whisky stocks have dropped 44 
points on the New York market since 
January, 1907. If Prohibition increases 
the market, in view of its widespread 
extension those twelve months, why di'J 
not the stocks rise and the dividends 
increase? 

Why all this alarm in the whisky and 
beer journals over this widespread “ex- 
tension” of their trade by Prohibition? 

Why are the ice men, and brewery 
supply men, and bar fixture and ma- 

chinery men organizing and soliciting 
contributions to help the liquor intet- 
ests defeat the advancing tide of Prohi- 
bition “which threatens to engulf us”? 

The answer is plain enough. It is 
because they see in this rising tide of 
Prohibition the end of the saloon. 

mean local Prohibition. 
never end the saloon, be- 

cause it leaved untouched the brewery 
and the distillery. No local method that 
will leave the people of a ward or town 
or county at the mercy of such an or- 

ganized body of anarchists as the mak- 
ers of beer and whisky confess them- 
selves to be, will ever settle the liquor 
(piestion. 

The people will not be satisfied with 
1'ical endeavor. The South tried that 
for years, and the anarchist saloon cen- 
tered in the large cities and resorted to 
every trick and device of perdition to 
subvert the law, until the outraged peo- 
ple extended the boundaries of the pro- 
hibitory law from town to county and 
county to state. And it will keep on 

extending for the same reasons, until 
the dry line will cast its anchor on the 

-east in the Atlantic, on the west in the 
Pacific, and run another from Duluth 
to the Gulf. 

A Chicago paper illustrates the ex- 
trusion of local Prohibition territory 
with a cartoon entitled “Backing the 
devil off from the map.” We are in 
favor of that, because we recognized the 
fact that in every great reform the 

vd does a lot of backing before he 
turns tail and runs. But what we want 

fo put the devil on the run, face for- 
ward; and nothing but national Prohi- 
bition, in the hands of its friends, zvill 
do that. 

In spite of saloon anarchy, on the in- 
side and outside, local Prohibition has 
proven a marked success when it is com- 

pared with any other method of dealing 
with the saloon. 

Who says it is a success? 
The people who have tried it; the 

people, like cities in New England, who 
have Jifved under it and vote year after 
veSMto retain it; the people like -Maine, 
who try it for thirty years and vote to 
put it in the constitution as the settled 
policy of the state by a vote of three to 
one. 

If it were the failure it is claimed to 
be the results would be the worst where 
they have been longest afflicted, and the 

most uninviting field from a temperance 
standpoint would be the state of Maine. 
We are entirely willing to put the results 
of the prohibited saloons of that state 
against the record of the regulated sa- 

loons of Rochester and let the facts 
answer for the failure or success of 
Prohibition. 

The good times and prosperity which 
we are told follow in the wake of the 
saloon seem to have reached both our 

county almshouse and our penitentiary 
here in Rochester. They were never in 
a more flourishing condition than they 
are today; every ward and cell is re- 

ported occupied by some product of the 
saloon. Sixty-seven thousand dollars 
were spent by the public charity com- 
missioner of the city alone in relieving 
the distressed indoor poor, all of which 
makes good business for the taxpayers, 
and provides for additional help in the 
charity department of the city. 

Drunken John Haag’s eight little chil- 
dren, reported only yesterday to the 
poor commissioner, have been sent to 
the city shelter; while the man, who 
draws $18 a week when he is sober, will 
be housed and fed for six months at the 
county’s expense. 

Prohibition would seriously cripple 
this growing industry so closely allied 
to the saloon. 

Look at Prohibition Maine! The en- 
tire population of all the almshouses in 
the state is 1,152, while we have 447 for 
this county alone, which, before the win- 
ter is over, will reach the 560 cared for 
a year ago. 

The killing industry is also prosper- 
ing in connection with our 600 saloons. 
We had in this city four times as many 
murders last year as Prohibition Maine 
reported for the whole state, and it took 
twenty-four years for Portland to come 

up to our murder record for last year 
alone, which in proportion to population 
should cover our record every four 
years. 

All the county prisons in Maine re- 

ported 4,483 prisoners for 1906; and 
we sent up 1,846 for this county alone. 
Maine reports 54 prisoners for the en- 
tire state received at the state prison; 
we sent from this county 38 convicted 
criminals to the state prison at Auburn, 
31 to the penitentiary, and 26 to the El- 
mira reformatory, a worse criminal rec- 
ord for this one saloon county with a 

quarter the population than the whole 
state of Maine! 

One of two things must be true, either 
Prohibition to a very considerable ex- 

tent prohibits, and jn the absence of the 
saloon the people of Maine are more 
sober and more prosperous than their 
neighbors, or Prohibition results in in- 
creasing the consumption of drink, and 
because Maine drinks more whisky and 
is more drunken, she has more homes, 
more schools, more money in the bank, 
and fewer men in the poor house and 
jail. So that in either case Prohibition 
is a blessing to the people—sober or 

drunk! 

Frenchmen and Alcohol 

[From the New York World.] 
As incidental to this drift toward 

temperance, interviews with Saint- 
Saens, Massenet, d’Indy, Sardou and 
Henri Lavedan represent these French 
authors and composers as deprecating 
the use of alcohol as a mental stimu- 
lant. Lavedan and Sardou denounce it 
as a poison. The precedent of Baude- 
laire drugging himself into delirium at 
forty-six and de Musset with his “bril- 
liant future behind him” at forty because 
of absinthe and alcohol apparently no 

longer holds in France. 

WOHEN AND DRINK 

A New York Physician Talks of Growth of Drink Habit and of 

Wholesale Poisoning by the Drink Sellers 

New York, January 8.— (Special cor- 

respondence.)—Dr. John Duncan Quack- 
enhos of this city, in an interview pub- 
lished in some of the papers here last 
week, attracted a good deal of atten- 

tion to the subject of drinking among 
women and kindred topics. 

Dr. Quackenbos is a man of high 
ability and much prominence in med- 
ical and literary circles. Born in 1848, 
he graduated from Columbia at the age 
of 20, from the New York College of 
Physicians and Surgeons three years 
later, and has spent his life in the prac- 
tice of medicine and in literary work. 
He has held professorial positions in 

'both Columbia University and in Bar- 
nard College and has written more than 
twenty books upon a wide range of lit- 
erary, historical, medical and religious 
subjects. 

Interviewed for The National Prohi- 
bitionist, Dr. Quackenbos spoke with 
much emphasis upon interesting phases 
of the drink question. It needs to be 
understood that his views are not those 
of a reformer or a temperance enthusi- 
ast. He looks at the whole subject al- 
most purely from the medical and scien- 
tific standpoint. 

The Doctor said: 
1 he growth of the drink habit among 

women is alarming. I have treated 
women whose weekly bill for cham- 
pagne alone was $100 and who filled up 
the intervals between their draughts of 
vintage wine with cocktails and high- 
balls. 

"The punch bowl figures at all func- 
tions and women dip freely therein, ten 
drinking today where one drank a dozen 
years ago. School misses and college 
girls are conspicuous among the throng. 
One New York clergyman recently in- 
stanced the case of a luncheon given in 
New York at which twenty-four debu- 
tantes drank thirty-six bottles of cham- 
pagne, while fifteen of them smoked 
seven dozen cigarettes. While having 
no personal knowledge of that instance, 
I am ready to believe it from what I 
know of other cases. 

"Girls in their teens see no impropri- 
ety in drinking publicly with men com- 
panions. The abstinent, unobtrusive 
young woman of the past generation is 
giving place to a girl of very different 
character. 

“If, as some one has said, the moral 
interests of the nation are in the hands 
of women, the situation is serious, for 
the only way by which women can lead 
them straight is to be straight them- 
selves.” 

The Doctor was equally emphatic in 
the matter of drinking among children. 
He said: 

“Not a few of our school children, 
also, have become beer drinkers, espe- 
cially those of foreign birth, and the 
increased prevalence of this habit is 
leading to a mental sluggishness, if not 
defect, among the pupils of the public 
schools that is attracting the attention 
of educators and philanthropists.” 

But the evil is also to be viewed in 
its wider relations. Dr. Quackenbos 
said: 

“The prevalent wholesale addiction to 
tiie use of alcoholic stimulants—with its 
accompanying degeneration of the kid- 
neys, brain, heart, liver, stomach and 
arteries; its pernicious influence in the 
causation of pneumonia and tubercu- 

losis; its direct action in increasing the 
mortality rate in all diseases; the part 
it plays in the induction of insanity, one- 
third of all mental affections being due 
to its abuse; and its tendency to trans- 
mit to offspring not only epilepsy and 
mental defect but marked degeneracy 
and criminal propensity—is assuming 
proportions so appalling that it may 
justly be regarded as perhaps the great- 
est existing menace to the stability of 
American institutions.” 

Dr. Quackcnbos holds pronounced 
views of the patent drug evil in its re- 

lation to the drink evil. He says: 

“Many women have lapsed into the 
drink habit from the use of patent medi- 
cines containing large percentages of 
alcohol. Many a clergyman can date, 
his downfall from his first dose of Ja- 
maica ginger. The step from ‘disguised 
booze,’ upon which $75,000,000 are an- 
nually expended, to whisky, the main 
constituent of all these compounds, is 
more than easy.” 

The Doctor expresses highly inter- 
esting views of the character of the 

liquors commonly sold. He believes 
both the spirits and the beer furnished 
the American public to be rank poisons 
by adulterations of the most malicious 
sort. He says: 

I “Our drinking population are consum- 
ing everything but pure whisky, pure 
wine, pure beer. What we drink is a 
poison far deadlier and more rapid in its 
action than the genuine articles. The 
consumption being greatly in excess of 
the ability of the brewers and distillers 
to produce the genuine liquors, notorious 
adulterations are resorted to. 

1 he beer drinker of this country has 
to run the gauntlet of various preserv- 
atives, especially formalin, with its de- 
structive action on all organs; of arti- 
ficial bitters, like salicin, strychnia and 
aloes; of the well known excito-motor 
picrotoxin, the active principle of coc- 
culus indicus, which has narcotic as well 
as stimulating properties, and is used to 
impart both bitterness and headiness; 
and of grains of paradise, or malaguetta 
peppercorns, which give a hot strong fla- 
vor and provoke thirst, so that the more 
beer the consumer drinks the more he 
wants.” 

Nor does Dr. Quackenbos hold any 
better opinion of the honesty of those 
who sell whisky. He says: 

“Of every hundred drinks sold in the 
United States as whisky, today, only 
one is really whisky, but so clever is the 
counterfeit that club connoisseurs have 
failed to detect it. Amylic ether, or the 
common whisky of trade, is the ‘death’s 
river’ setting in resistless current toward 
murder, robbery, paresis and the 
asylum.” 

Germans and Germans 
[From the Tribune, Altoona, PaJ\ 

One of the most cruel libels ever 
perpetrated upon an industrious, law- 
abiding and home-loving people is the 
story, now hoary with age, that Ameri- 
can citizens of German birth or descent 
are unanimously opposed to the passage 
of any law restricting or prohibiting the 
liquor traffic. ... It is not a diffi- 
cult matter to get a few citizens of 
German extraction together and have 
them send out to the world fulminations 
in the interest of the drink traffic in 
the name of the German people resident 
in our country. But they are like the 
three tailors of Tooley street—they ar- 
rogantly assume the right to speak for 
others without obtaining leave. 


