
THE LESSON OF VERMONT 

How the Repeal of Prohibition and the Enactment of High License and Local 

Option Brought a Wave of Drunkenness 

Burlington, Vt., January 14.— (Special corre- 

spondence.)—The matter which is here offered 
to the public is of special importance since it 
makes reply to the liquor falsehood which is just 
now being reiterated with more than usual em- 

phasis, that Prohibition “always increases drunk- 
enness.” 

It will be remembered that Vermont enacted 
her Prohibition law more than half-a-century ago. 
For decades it was well enforced. The liquor 
traffic had practically no existence in the state; 
so far as the state law could remove them, its 
evil results were removed and a population grew 

up who knew practically nothing about conditions 
that exist where the liquor traffic is legalized 
and licensed. 

Then came the partizan reaction against Prohi- 

bition, and Republican officials, not only in Ver- 
mont but in Maine and New Hampshire and Iowa 
and Kansas, for party reasons, found it desirable 
to betray the people’s interests and thwart the 

people’s will by winking at violations of the Pro- 
hibition law. As a result liquor was sold in some 

of the larger towns and cities in this state by the 
connivance of public officers. At its worst the 
evil was only small in comparison with that which 
exists under license in other states, but it was 

emphasized systematically by the political and 
financial opponents of Prohibition, and many of 
the people were led to believe that conditions here 
were much worse than in license states. Every 
known case of the violation of the law was trum- 

peted abroad. When an insignificant bootlegger 
was arrested, a dispatch told the story from one 

end of the country to the other. Little “holes 
in the wall,” the whole stock-in-trade of which 
could be carried on a wheelbarrow, were mag- 
nified into “wholesale liquor houses” in the stories 
that were telegraphed throughout the United 
States. 

Finally, a Republican politician, the owner of 

a hotel in this state, in which the law was sys- 

tematically violated, a man connected with the 

liquor business in other states as well, became 

prominent in Republican politics and began a sys- 
tematic campaign for the overthrow of the pro- 

hibitory law and the enactment of a high-license, 
local-option measure. Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars were spent deluding the people. Hardly 
a politician of any importance dared to open his 
mouth upon the right side of the question. Not a 

few business men and some ministers were in- 
timidated. The chief prophet of the high-license 
movement campaigned the state with brass bands, 
a negro minstrel troop and an ex-Prohibition 
preacher as his orator. 

There was never a day in all this time when 
ten thousand votes cast for the Prohibition can- 

didate for governor would not have settled the 
whole question and “put the fear of the Lord” 
into the Republican party, but the people, instead 
of voting for the one clean party and the one 

honest policy that was before them, threw away 
their votes with the two old parties. 

The result was that Prohibition was repealed 
and a high-license law was enacted with local 
option provisions. 

At every town meeting since that time, the 

people have shown unmistakably what they think 
about the saloon by voting overwhelmingly 
against license, until, today, by far the greater 
part of the state is under no-license. But this 
has not prevented the infliction of a mass of 
evil. 

Figures recently compiled show that, instead of 
reducing the evil of drunkenness, the high-license 
system has doubled the cases of imprisonment for 

drunkenness in the state. This is the surface 
showing. In point of fact, the number has been 
far more than doubled, because a great many of 
those arrested for drunkenness merely pay their 
fines and are not imprisoned, while, since the 
enactment of the high-license measure, the public 
officials who, under the old Prohibition system, 
were anxious to make and report arrests for 
drunkenness, in order to make weight against 
the Prohibition policy, now refrain from making 
arrests for drunkenness wherever it can be 
avoided. 

A carefully prepared table shows that in just 
one county of the state have the number of im- 

prisonments for drunkenness decreased. That is 
Grand Isle county, where, during the last four 
years of Prohibition, there were four cases oi 
drunkenness reported and during the first four 
years of high license, two cases. In the other 
thirteen counties of the state the increase in 
drunkenness averages 213 percent. 

The time studied begins with May 1, 1899, the 
four years up to May, 1903, being Prohibition 
years and the four years from May 1, 1903, to 
May 1, 1907, being high-license years with local 
option. The record is as follows: 

Addison county—Four years Prohibition, 14 
drunks; four years local option, 53 drunks; 277 
percent increase. 

Bennington county—Four years Prohibition, 89 
drunks; four years local option, 392 drunks; 340 
percent increase. 

Caledonia county—Four years Prohibition, 42 
drunks; four years local option, 74 drunks; 73 
percent increase. 

Chittenden county—Four years Prohibition, 545 
drunks; four years local option, 1,917 drunks; 251 
percent increase. 

Essex county—Four years Prohibition, 11 

drunks; four years local option, 17 drunks; 55 
percent increase. 

Franklin county—Four years Prohibition, 392 
drunks; four years local option, 677 drunks; 72 
percent increase. 

Lamoile county—Four years Prohibition, 17 
drunks; 'four years local option, 72 drunks; 305 
percent increase. 

Orange county—Four years Prohibition, 14 
drunks; four years local option, 97 drunks; 542 
percent increase. 

Orleans county—Four years Prohibition, 21 
drunks; four years local option, 56 drunks; 166 
percent increase. 

Rutland county—Four years Prohibition, 396 
drunks; four years local option, 1,147 drunks; 
189 percent increase. 

Washington county—Four years Prohibition, 
485 drunks; four years local option, 544 drunks; 
12 percent increase. 

Windham county—Four years Prohibition, 71 
drunks; four years local option, 211 drunks; 198 

percent increase. 
Windsor county—Four years Prohibition, 47 

drunks; four years local option, 294 drunks; 297 

percent increase. 

In addition to this it is shown by the official 

report of the directors of the house of correc- 

tion that under high license with local option, 
the number of commitments to the house of 
correction has almost doubled. The figures given 
are for biennial periods and cover fourteen years, 

including and preceding 1906. The table is as 

follows: 

1892, Prohibition 808 

1894, Prohibition 777 

1896, Prohibition 722 

1898, Prohibition 789 

1902, Prohibition 791 

1904, local option. 1,081 
1906, local option. 1,404 

CITY LOSES “REVENUE” 

Atlanta Doomed to Struggle on Without Fine 

Money from Unfortunates 

Atlanta, Ga., January 13—(Special correspond-^j 
ence)—Last Saturday another record was broken 
in “flinders” in the police court in this city. Every 
offender fined paid his fine and no one went to 
the “stockade.” 

The tendency in that direction has been marked 
since Prohibition went into effect, yet, in spite 
of that, there is a marked falling off in the amount 

of fine money received. During the first eight 
days of January, 1907, the unfortunates who 
came within the grip of Atlanta’s police courts 

paid into the public treasury $3,077.20. During 
the first eight days of 1908, the total amount paid 
for fines, in spite of the fact that a larger pro- 

portion of prisoners are paying their fines than 
ever before, was only $1,271.72. 

This means that more than $1,800 stays in the 
hands of the people that, under the old regime, 
would have come into the city treasury as a fine. 
It means comfort in many a home that the police 
court used to rob; it means that many a 

woman can stay at home and take care of her 
children instead of going out to wash to pay 
back the money that she had to borrow to pay 
her husband’s fine. 

PROHIBITION “RUINING” ASHEVILLE 

North Carolina City Finds Vice and Drunk- 
ard Making Industries Languishing 

Asheville, N. C., January 14.—(Special cor- 

respondence.)—In spite of the terrible predictions 
that have been uttered concerning the results of 
Prohibition in this city, the population is almost 
a unit in its satisfaction with the trial that has 

already been given the Prohibition policy, 
the dissenting exceptions are of such character as 

to emphasize rather than detract from the success 

of the policy. Pool rooms, bowling alleys and bad 
resorts are not doing their accustomed business 
and are complaining of hard times, but the dry- 
goods stores and the grocers report a splendid 
increase in trade since Prohibition went into 
effect. 

The police court is another quarter where busi- 
ness has suffered. In the two weeks since the 
saloons closed there have been four arrests for 
drunkenness; in the first two weeks of last year 
there were twenty-four such arrests. 

Americus ’Most “Ruined” 

Americus, Ga., January 18—(A Press Dis- 
patch)—Americus is feeling the beneficial effects 
of state Prohibition and is gratified thereat. Nine 
saloons flourished here until January 1 and among 
some citizens there were misgivings as to the 
result of the change in a business way, especially 
as effecting the city’s financial condition, as the 
saloons paid $1,000 each as special license to the 
city and the loss of this total of $9,000, it was 

feared, would be severely felt. 
But the city is prosperous, taxes have not been 

increased to any great extent, and citizens gen- 
erally are pleased with the change. In fact, anti- 
Prohibitionists as well as the Prohibition element 
are glad that the sale of liquor has been discon- 
tinued, and few, if any, here would have it back 
again. 

Nearly all the former barrooms are occupied 
as grocery stores, the police force has been re- 
duced nearly one-half, and there have been only 
two or three arrests for drunkenness since the 
new year began. Under improved conditions 
Americus expects to prosper and grow as nevet 
before in her history. 

So thought flung forward is the prophecy 
Of Truth's majestic march and shows the way 
Where future time shall lead the proud array 
Of peace, of power, and love of liberty. 

—Sir John Bowring. 


