
COLUMBUS GETS READY 

^ 

Ohio Prohibitionists Preparing for Campaign 
and for Great Convention 

Columbus, Ohio, January 17.— (Special corre- 

spondence.)—Yesterday the state committee of 
the Prohibition party of Ohio held the best at- 
tended meeting that it has had for years. Six- 
teen members were present in person or by proxy, 
leaving only five districts in the state without rep- 
resentation. 

The principal matter of business brought before 
the committee was the election of a new chair- 
man to succeeed Mr. F. M. Mecartney, who re- 

signed some weeks ago. The committee was un- 

able to secure an executive officer and finally com- 

mitted the matter to a committee of three, with 
instructions and full power to act. Mr. Joseph 
R. Stratton of Salem is chairman of that com- 

mittee. 
The time and place of the Ohio state conven- 

tion was fixed for Columbus, in the Board of 
Trade Auditorium, July 13 and 14. The repre- 
sentation of the state convention was placed at 
one delegate for each county and one additional 
for each twenty-five votes polled for the Prohi- 
bition candidate for President in 1904. This will 
call for 861 delegates, with as many alternates. 
Inasmuch as it is understood that the national 
convention will immeditaely follow the state con- 

vention, it is expected that there will be a very 
large attendance at the state convention. 

The state committee also appointed a subcom- 
mittee to take charge of the arrangements for 
the national convention. This committee consists 
of Messrs. F. M. Mecartney, H. Oscar Nippert, 
John F. Gregg, Hewson L. Peake and Truman 
M. Davis. Every effort will be made to make the 
national convention a tremendous success. 

PROGRESS AT LOUISVILLE 

How Party Work Has Prospered in Kentucky’s 
Fifth District 

Louisville, Ky., January 18—(Special corre- 
spondence)—Mr. H. W. Davis, the Prohibition 
worker who has been in charge of the party in- 
terests in the Fifth Congressional district in this 
state, which comprises Louisville and Jefferson 
county, has just made his annual report to the 
Prohibition executive committee. 

Mr. Davis’ report shows a vast amount of work 
done during the year. Three prominent speak- 
ers have been in the district for extended cam- 
paigns. During January and February, 1907, 
Michael J. Fanning addressed twenty-seven meet- 
ings, reaching largely church people, members of 
some seventy-five congregations. In September 
H. S. Bonsib of Indiana began work in the dis- 
trict, continuing until well in November, reaching 
a large number of people and doing highly ef- 
fective service. During October the Rev. L. L. 
Pickett, the Prohibition candidate for governor, 
campaigned in the district, filling appointments 
arranged by Mr. Davis in shops, factories and 
churches. 

In addition to this Mr. Davis has circulated a 
mass of literature and has attended in detail to 
the almost innumerable items of party work. 

A large part of the results of this effort must 
be looked for in the future, but the present 
achievements are gratifying. The vote in the 
district was increased 81 percent; the vote in 
1903 for Demaree, the Prohibition candidate for 
governor, having been 191 and for Pickett in the 
last election reaching 346. There is, of course, 
reason to believe that the actual vote was much 
larger, but was- ignored and counted out by hos- 
tile and indifferent officials. 

Mr. Davis reports that he considers the pros- 
pect for work in the future very bright. 

U. A. Clayton (Member of the National Com- 
mittee) :—I like The National Prohibitionist, and 
believe that it will keep in the middle of the road 
and in the near future will lead us to victory. 

... 

FRED F. WHEELER 

FRED F. WHEELER 

Sketch of the Career of the Man Whom Cali- 
fornia Will Present as Her Presidential 

Choice at Columbus 

[Up to the present time only one Presidential 
“boom” has appeared among Prohibitionists. That 
one is launched by the party workers of Southern 
California for the nomination of Mr. Fred F. 
Wheeler of Los Angeles. Mr. Wheeler is 
widely known, but the following sketch prepared 
by Mr. Reynold E. Blight will interest readers of 
The National Prohibitionist everywhere. This 
paper has and will have no candidate for the 
nomination, but it will support Mr. Wheeler, 
shall he be chosen, not only loyally but with a 

“glad heart and free.” The editor has long 
counted him among his best and warmest friends. 
—Editorial Note.] 

Fred F. Wheeler was born in Oshkosh, Wis., 
February 25, 1859. His parents removed to Vine- 
land, N. J., when he was five years of age. That 
town being a Prohibition town (one of the first 
in the nation) he never saw a drunken man or 

a saloon until he was grown and left home. He 

never has tasted a drop of intoxicating liquor 
knowingly. 

At the age of twenty-one Mr. Wheeler married 
and settled at Albany, N. Y., establishing him- 
self in the retail furniture business. He pros- 
pered and was actively identified in all forward 
and public spirited movements. He was one of 
the organizers of the Albany Chamber of Com- 
merce and was elected one of the original board 
of directors of that body and re-elected each year 
while he resided there. He was one of the or- 

ganizers and vice-president of the West End 
Building and Loan Association, manager of the 
Albany Terminal Warehouse Company, associate 
director of the National Life Association of Hart- 
ford, Conn., and in 1894 was selected as one of 
the “Citizens’ Committee of Fifty” to purify elec- 
tions and protect the ballot boxes of Albany. 

Mr. Wheeler cast his maiden vote for the Pro- 
hibition party in 1880, the only ballot cast for 
that party in his city that year. He has never 

voted any other ticket. 
In 1898 he sold his Albany business, went to 

California, invested his money profitably at Los 
Angeles and has been highly successful. He is 
the owner of Wheeler Place on Occidental boule- 
vard, one of the finest residence subdivisions of 
the city. Het is also three-eights owner of an 

11,000-acre plantation in Sinaloa, Mexico. 
At present he is a member of city, county, 

state and national committees of the Prohibition 
party; a situation perhaps unique in the nation. 
Has attended all the national conventions but one 

for twenty years. Was chairman of the New 
York delegation to the celebrated Pittsburg con- 

vention of 1896. He was member of national 
Prohibition committee from New York when he 
removed to California and has been one of the 
two members from California on that committee 
during past four years. At present, not engaged 
in active business, his main thought and purpose 
in life is to promote the cause and party of Pro- 
hibition. 

In business circles his name is the synonym for 
integrity, enterprise and efficiency. He is an able 
organizer and a tried executive. His is a charm- 
ing personality, and he has hosts of friends. He 
is well informed on all phases of the Prohibition 
question, and his speeches are masterpieces of 
clear-cut logic expressed in direct, forceful lan- 
guage, and with a calm and convincing delivery. 

Mr. Wheeler’s friends believe he is exception- 
ally well fitted to be the Prohibition Presiden- 
tial nominee, and to lead the party in a vigorous 
and winning campaign. 

A tentative organization to this end has al- 
ready been formed in Southern California. 

MINNESOTA COLLEGE CONTEST 

Students in Prohibition Oratory Battle for 
Leadership in North State Colleges 

Minneapolis, Minn., January 20—(Special 
correspondence)—Tonight the Minnesota Inter- 
collegiate Prohibition Association will hold its 
regular annual oratorical contest at Northfield. 
The outlook is for the best contest ever held by 
the Association. 

Six leading educational institutions, rcpresent- 
iftg the Minnesota Association, will send contest- 
ants. The contestants have been chosen in the 
local colleges and universities by preliminary con- 
tests among the students, from five to ten, in 
many instances, participating. Following the 
state convention and conference in the afternoon, 
in the evening the following program of orations 
will be delivered by the contestants: 

“Bacchus,” Peter Nehleen, Gustavus Adolphus, 
St. Peter. 

“National Prohibition, the Final Remedy,” H. 
N. Bakke, Red Wing Seminary, Red Wing. 

“School and Church, the Hope of America,” 
Lucas G. Englestad, St. Olaf College, Northfield. 

“Unsettled Questions and Their Relation to 
the Liquor Traffic,” John A. Shields, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 

“The Progress of Prohibition,” A. L. Markve, 
Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis. 

“The Saloon Must Go,” Carl E. Amenrud, 
Willmar Seminary, Willmar, Minn. 

The judges on thought and composition are At- 
torney James Thompson, LaCrosse, Wis.; the 
Rev. J. S. McCornack, Owatonna; Prof. H. S. 
Hilleboe, Benson; on delivery, the Rev. Donald 
McKenzie, Excelsior; the Rev. Ole Lokkensgard, 
Henley Falls; the Rev. P. D. Thomas, Winona. 

The winner of this contest will represent the 
state at the interstate contest, in which the states 
from Minnesota to Texas, inclusive, will com- 

pete, which will be held at Waco, Texas, in two 
or three months. The winner there will repre- 
sent the Mississippi valley section in the grand 
national contest, in which he will compete with 
like winners from other sections, at Columbus, 
Ohio, in July, 1908. 

Prohibition at Depauw University. 
Greencastle, Ind., January 15.— (Special cor- 

respondence.)—Last evening the Prohibitionists 
of Depauw University organized a political club. 
The meeting called to effect the organization was 

surprisingly well attended. Mr. J. Raymond 
Schmidt, president of the Indiana Intercollegiate 
Prohibition Association, called the meeting to 
order and the Rev. H. E. Moore offered an invo- 
cation. The officers were elected for the club as 

follows: President, Chas. E. Whitehair; vice- 
president, Archie Manning; Secretary, Herschel 
T. Mannel; treasurer, M. S. Harmon. 

Challenges will be issued to the Democratic and 
Republican clubs for a triangular debate and an 
active part will be taken in the local campaign. 


