
PRAIRIE STATE NEWS 

THE ILLINOIS FUND 
To Illinois Prohibitionists:—In response to our appeal with the pledge books we have received 

in pledges since January i, $4,300 from 782 individuals. There are several thousand yet to hear from. 
Before February 5 we should have $10,000 in pledges. This is the most important year in the history 
of the Prohibition party and if we are to have a big campaign every Prohibitionist in the state 

should give something to the state campaign. While those who have responded have done splendidly, 
yet there are many more abundantly able to give who have not been heard from. May I not hear 

from every Prohibitionist in the state within the next thirty days? The money can be paid any 
time during the spring or summer. Send in your pledge book with an amount that means a sacrifice 
and an indication of your devotion to the Prohibition party cause. A list of those who have already 
made pledges by mail ztrill be published next week. Hoping to hear from you at once, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
ALONZO E. WILSON, 

STATE CHAIRMAN. 

Danville, III., January 17—The best and most 

representative county convention held by the Pro- 
hibition party for several years in this county 
assembled at the court house today. There were 

several Prohibition leaders from other counties 
present who came to get an inspiration from this 
large convention. Among them were E. Athey 
of Crawford county and Chairman Mandeville 
and Frank P. Vennum of Champaign county. The 
Hon. Clay F. Gaumer, Prohibition representa- 
tive in the legislature from this district, pre- 
sided. The Meneley Nightingales, always popu- 
lar in this state, sang Prohibition music until the 
enthusiasm was at white heat. Secretary Hoff 
had matters well in hand and made a fine report 
of the last campaign. 

The new county chairman is a warrior of old 
and knows how to push and fight. It is C. C. 
Griffith, until recently one of the best workers in 
Edgar county, which is in this district. Editor 
Woolsey of the Banner was made vice-chairman 
and Secretary Hoff continued in office. A county 
ticket will be nominated later. A delegation of 
at least fifty Prohibitionists will attend the state 
convention at Springfield, May 6. Delegates were 

also elected to the Congressional and senatorial 
conventions. 

The convention was unanimous for the renomi- 

nation and re-election of Representative Gaumer. 
The outlook for another victory is good. Mr. 
Gaumer is very popular in this district. State 

kCTiliirman Alonzo E. Wilson was given an ova- 

tion and made a speech that thoroughly aroused 
the delegates. He also delivered an address at 

night in the court house and the Meneley Night- 
ingales furnished more fine music. 

A large fund was raised for the county com- 

mittee by the state chairman of the afternoon 
and an offering taken for state work at night. 
Vermilion countv. which cast nearly 2,000 votes 

for Allin, is in fine shape and will make a splen- 
did record this campaign. 

Galva, III., January 16.—The opera house was 

crowded’ tonight at the closing session of the 
Farmers’ Institute. There were 600 people present 
to hear the Hon. Alonzo E. Wilson of Wheaton 
talk on “The Farmers’ Worst Enemy!’ The 

farmers were intensely interested in this discus- 
sion of the liquor problem. Mr. Wilson spoke 
two years ago to an immense crowd at the farm- 
ers’ institute on “What the Saloon Costs the 
Farmer.” Other farmers’ institutes are strongly 
urged to hear Mr. Wilson on these themes. 

Joliet, III., January 18—“The Unconstitution- 
ality of Liquor License Laws’ was discussed this 
afternoon at the Farmers’ Institute by Former 

Representative Alonzo E. Wilson. It was a great 
meeting, more than a thousand people being pres- 
ent in the opera house. Mr. Wilson was received 
with much enthusiasm as he has the confidence 
and good will of the farmers of this state. 

Quincy, III., January 15—Adams county Pro- 
hibitionists met in the Y. M. C. A. here today 
and elected J. A. Linn of Camp Point county 
chairman and William Hostetter county secre- 

tary. This is the new organization. A county 
ticket was nominated and E. A. Grummon 

placed in the field for circuit clerk. The other 
nominees are: Recorder, Harry E. Killum; state s 

attorney, Lucien Cover; surveyor, William C. 

Hostetter; coroner, S. Glenn Spencer. Delegates 
wtre elected to the several conventions and the 

bounty committee reorganized. The Hon. E. W. 

Chafin of Chicago delivered addresses afternoon 
and night. 

Mt. Sterling, III., January 16—At the Brown 

county Prohibition convention today the Rev. 
Wilson A. Haynes of this city was chosen as 

chairman of the county committee. E. E. Clark 
was re-elected secretary. W. B. Rigg is the ef- 

ficient vice-chairman and Alexander Ritchey, a 

new accession, was made treasurer. A county 
ticket was nominated and delegates chosen to rep- 
resent the county at the various conventions. E. 
W. Chafip spoke in the court house at night and 
also addressed the convention. 

Illinois County Conventions. 

County conventions to be attended by John H. 
Hector and the Sutfins: 

Date County 
_ 

Place 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Edgar Paris 
Wednesday, Feb. 19 Coles Charleston 
Thursday, Feb. 20 Champaign Champaign 
Friday, Feb. 21 Iroquois Gilman 
Saturday, Feb. 22 Fora Gibson City 
Monday, Feb. 24 DeWitt Clinton 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 Logan Lincoln 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 Mason Havana 
Thursday, Feb. 27 Tazewell Pekin 
Friday, Feb. 28 McLean Bloomington 
Saturday, Feb. 29 Livingston Pontiac 

To be attended by Alonzo E. Wilson: 
Date County Place 

Monday, Feb. 10 White Carmi 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Saline Harrisburg 
Wednesday, Feb. 12 Gallatin Equality 
Thursday, Feb. 13 Hardin Karbers Ridge 
Friday, Feb. 14 Hardin Elizabethtown 
Saturday, Feb. 15 Pope Golconda 

To be attended by E. W. Chafin: 
Date County Place 

Thursday, Feb. 6 Peoria Peoria 
Friday, Feb. 7 Woodford Eureka 

Saturday, Feb. 8 Marshall Wenona 
Monday, Feb. 10 Putnam Granville 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 LaSalle Ottawa 

The Anti-Prohibition League. 
Milwaukee, January 16.—(Special correspond- 

ence.)—The Anti-Prohibition League which has 
just been formed here and which it was an- 

nounced would not be a liquor dealers’ organi- 
zation but would admit all citizens who were in 
favor of personal liberty, has just taken action 
by which it will be amalgamated with the Wiscon- 
sin Liquor Dealers’ Association for “the crea- 

tion of a formidable barrier against the Prohibi- 
tion movement in this state.” The League con- 

vention just held in this city was welcomed by 
Mayor Becker in his official capacity. 

SHOUTING FOR WHEELER 

Angelenos Well Organized and Working to 
Nominate Their Fellow Citizen and 

Boom the Party 
Los Angelos, California, January 17—(Spe- 

cial correspondence).—On Sunday the Prohibition 
Union began the season of 1908 with a rally in 
Symphony Hall, with Fred F. Wheeler as chair- 
man and Dr. C. E. Nash of the Universalist 
church as the speaker. The address was a strong 
on& and was received with enthusiasm. Tonight 
Mr. Wheeler addresses the Unity Club of the 
Los Angeles Fellowship. This is a group of pro- 
gressive young people who are studying the so- 

cial problems of the day. Mr. Wheeler will 
speak on “Victorious Prohibition.” Reynold E. 
Blight, the associate minister of the fellowship, 
will be chairman. 

On February 22 the Prohibitionists are plan- 
ning to hold the biggest banquet ever held in 
this city at the Federation club. Arrangements 
have been made with a party of college boys to 
enter the field at once in a “gum shoe” campaign. 

The Wheeler boom for the Presidential nomi- 
nation is well under way. The Prohibitionists of 
California are unanimous in their support, a 

tentative organization has been formed, the local 
papers are making spreads of the campaign, and 
Columbus will see a crowd of enthusiastic West- 
erners cheering for Wheeler next June. 

Squire in Minnesota 

Lewiston, Minn., January 14—(Special cor- 

respondence).—The Rev. S. W. Squire, the well 
known Prohibition speaker and singer, recently 
began work in this county at this place, which is 
considered one of the most hopeless in this county. 
He was advertised to speak in the Presbyterian 
church, but, on account of the character of the 
town, it was predicted that not fifteen people 
would give him audience. Contrary to expecta- 
tion the church was well filled and the audience 
which listened to Mr. Squire became very enthu- 
siastic. An after-meeting was held on the street 
and so much enthusiasm provoked that one citi- 
zen offered a subscription of $500 for a campaign 
to be conducted by Mr. Squire here to drive out 
the saloons. Mr. Squire will probably return 
and undertake this effort. 

Howard to Help Iowa 

Des Moines, Iowa, January 16.—(Special cor- 

respondence.)—A constitutional amendment con- 
vention has been called to meet in this city 
January 28 and 29, to take immediate steps to 
put Iowa in line for complete constitutional Pro- 
hibition. Clinton N. Howard of Rochester, 
N. Y., has been engaged to deliver the address 
on the evening of January 29. 

Prohibition is no longer merely a state issue. 
It is rapidly growing to be a great national ques- 
tion which will make itself felt in the approach- 
ing Presidential campaign.—The Atlanta Geor- 
gian. 

PUBLISHERS’ IMPORTANT WORD. 

Space is not taken in this number of The National Prohibitionist, crowded as it is 
with the important news of the movement, for the purpose of reproducing the kindly and 

pleasant greetings that continue to pour in from all parts of the country. These are 

appreciated and inspiring, and every man and woman connected with this paper will do 
his or her best to make the paper all that its thousands of friends desire that it should be. 

The publishers, however, cannot refrain from again thanking the multitude of friends 
who have responded so promptly and so effectively to the presentations made by the busi- 
ness office of this paper concerning the payment of subscriptions. As we have already 
indicated, the promptness of the subscriber in paying his subscription is the vital question 
in the work of making a Prohibition paper. 

The success of The National Prohibitionist will be measured, not so much by its 
editorial ability, and not so much by the skill of its business management, as by the 
fidelity of its friends in meeting their small but important business obligations in the pay- 
ment of subscription dues. 

In spite of the generous responses which have already been made to the subscription 
notices sent out, many thousand dollars are still due from former subscribers to The 
Defender, The Home Defender and The New Voice, and the publishers of The National 
Prohibitionist feel free to urge that each reader of these lines who has reason to believe 
that his or her subscription is now due or about to become due, or who has received 
notice from this office that a payment is due, shall at once forward the money necessary 
to meet the obligation. 

The publishers are very much cheered by the prompt responses which are coming in 
for the Great Forward Movement. It is no longer a dream nor a fancy. Twenty-five 
thousand new subscribers for this paper before the first day of March are within the range 
of easy possibility. Every reader is urged to consider carefully the proposition which is 
made on page 11 of this paper. 

Address all business communications, 
THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST, 

87 Washington street, Chicago. 


