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Chicago, January 23, 1908 

THE BREWER’S THREAT OF CIVIL 
WAR 

Chicago’s “whisky rebellion” has taken 
another step in its defiance of law and Amer- 
ican institutions. On Sunday, January 19, 
the speakers of the so-called “United So- 
cieties” outdid themselves in their former 
reckless ranting and openly threatened armed 
resistance to the laws of the state of Illinois. 
In a meeting at Schoenhofen Hall, one, Emil 
Hoechester, who, by the way, is a deputy 
sheriff of Cook county, said: 

“In 1856 I was in Louisville, where the Ger- 
man Turners defended their halls with bullets. 
We are fighting with ballots now, but wc can use 
bullets again.” 

At the same meeting Nicholas Michaels, 
raging against the “Prohibition wave” as a 

revival of the “slaveholders’ rebellion,” de- 
clared : 

‘‘Our fathers died on the battlefield in defense 
of liberty and personal rights of the slaves. We 
will do as much for our own liberty.” 

In beautiful harmony with these ranting 
utterances of these brewery-paid, beer-in- 
spired rebels is the editorial declaration of 
the Chicago Daily Journal of last Friday: 

“Chicago is a community of more than two 
million persons, of whom two-thirds are of for- 
eign birth or the children of foreigners. It has 
the right to govern itself, to make its own laws.” 

The editorial in question was in comment 

upon another instance of a Chicago jury re- 

fusing to convict a saloonkeeper who con- 

fessedly bad violated the laws of the state. 
In the matter of “foreigners” it behooves 

us all to speak with moderation and in the 

light of well-known historic facts. All of us 

who now inhabit these states of the Union, 
with the exception of the little handful of 
native Americans whom we call “Indians,” 
are, in a certain sense, foreigners or of for- 

eign parentage. Yet certain principles and 

customs, traditions and laws have been so 

long associated with the civilization that has 

grown up in this country that they are prop- 
erly considered American. 

The earliest of those who came to this 

land, the men who began the great work of 

conquering the forest and the savage, the 
men who laid the foundations upon which 
the nation has been built, the men who 
made possible the national greatness to the 

sharing of which later comers have been wel- 
comed upon equal terms and with the broad- 
est generosity—these men made certain prin- 
ciples basal in the national life that they 
began to build. 

The Pilgrims brought the Bible to Ply- 
mouth Rock; the Cavalier brought the Book 
of Common Prayer to Jamestown. 

The principles that were thus laid into the 
foundation of the American Republic have 
been the controlling and directing forces of 
true American progress. In so far as we 

have been faithful to them, our nation has 

grown in true greatness. It is where and 
when we have forgotten them, neglected them 
and departed from them that we have al- 
lowed the development of those phases of 
modern American life that today menace the 

perpetuity of real freedom and worthy prog- 
ress. 

No one is disposed to ignore the valor and 

loyalty of the German-American citizen in 
the Civil War, but that German-American 
who, because his fathers were loyal to the 

Flag in the 60’s, claims for himself today 
the right to break the law and trample upon 
the principles of Americanism—that man 

needs the sternest application of an iron 
hand that will teach him, by suitable penal- 
ties, that the first necessity to real liberty 
is obedience to law. 

The crowds who throng the brewers’ beer 
halls and cheer such rebellious ravings as 

were uttered here last Sunday, are not fight- 
ing against a proposition to deprive them of 
the alcoholic poison to which they have be- 
come accustomed and for which, like other 

drug maniacs, they might be expected to 

fight; they are fighting against the enforce- 
ment of the laws of the sovereign state of 
Illinois. They are not proceeding in lawful 
and orderly fashion to secure the repeal or 

modification of those laws; they are in re- 

bellion against them and threaten armed 
rebellion. 

That anarchistic sheet, the Chicago Journal, 
in lending itself to this rebellion, is guilty of 

something little less than actual treason. 
The city of Chicago, whether it have two or 

twenty millions of people, has no “right to 
make its own laws” in defiance of the laws 
which govern the state of Illinois and the 

principles which control the American Re- 

public. We do not believe that a majority 
of the people of the city of Chicago desire 

any such thing. We believe them to be hon- 
est, law-abiding Americans. The little hand- 
ful of brewers’ followers who fill the air with 
such a clamor and who have been allowed to 
attain such positions that they are able to 
thwart justice and defy the law, demand 
what they call “home rule” so that they may 
the more easily impose the tyranny of the 
brewer upon us. 

These, and all likeminded, may as well 

know that the true Americans, of whatever 
birth or parentage, will meet this issue, 
promptly and fearlessly and forcefully. The 

principles which were laid as the corner-stone^ 
of the American Republic are to remain as 

its corner-stone. At the dictation of neither 
the beer-fed nor the beermakers is Chicago, 
or any other of our American cities, to be 
turned into a Berlin or into the pseudo-Ber- 
lin of the brewer. The duly enacted laws of 
the state and of the nation are to be en- 

forced ; and are to he amended and made 

stronger in the interests of good morals and 

good Americanism. 

Taught by the experience of the past and 
confirmed by just such threats of rebellion 
as these, we purpose to legislate out of exist- 
ence the whole liquor traffic that stands be- 
hind and has created this incipient rebel- 
lion. 

And if to maintain the good of the past 
and assure progress in the future we must 

fight the “banded hosts of beer” with some- 

thing harsher than ballots, if, in short, the 
brewer has any thought of civil war behind 
the half-drunken threatenings of his twen- 
tieth century Hessians—why, the sooner we 

know it the better; and, the more quickly 
he begins it, the earlier will come his utter 

overthrow and the complete redemption of 
the country from the pernicious elements 
which he represents. 

THAT LIST OF GIVERS: WHAT IT 
MEANS 

Considered in itself, there is nothing es- 

pecially inspiring about a list of names, no 

matter how long it may be; but the list 
which we publish elsewhere in this paper 
this week, containing the names of more 

than two thousand Prohibitionists who have 

already pledged to the financial support of 
the national committee in the campaign of 
1908 is both impressive and inspiring. Here 
is a great company of men and women, few 
of them rich, many of them people in 
humble circumstances, all of them so im- 
pressed with the importance of the great 
cause for which the Prohibition party stands 
that, without the hope of a cent of valuable 
return, as a sheer gift, they are laying down 
thousands of dollars for the prosecution of a 

political campaign which, from the stand- 
point of the politician, has for years been 
considered as hopeless as hopelessness. 

The sight may well make any thoughtful 
citizen pause to consider. 

There must be something real, something 
tremendously important, about- a cause 
which can command such devotion. It is 
all the more impressive when we remember 
that most of these people have been giving 
for years, some of them for decades, and 
that their enthusiasm and courage and faith 
are just as high today as ever. 

Were the outlook of the Prohibition party 
as inscrutable and cloud-curtained as it has 
been at some times in the past, this exh'Nir 
tion of faith and courage would of itself bp 
enough to challenge the attention of the 
whole country. 

But conditions have changed. Everybody 
knows that there was never an hour in the 
history of the party when the prospect was as 

bright as it is today. Everybody knows 


