
THE RECONNAISSANCE 
A Critical Review of Current Newspaper Thought and Utterance upon the Drink Problem** 

WHAT IT COSTS 
The Georgian of Atlanta quotes from 

the Milwaukee Journal the made-to- 
order editorial that has been going the 
rounds of the “hept” press, beginning 
with the question, “Do you know how 
much it costs when a state goes dry?” 
And answers, very much to the point: 

Do you know how much it costs 
when a state stays “zvct”? Since the 
Milwaukee Journal has turned the 
purely material side of the question to 
view, let’s reverse the issue and show 
the other side. Georgia has been a 

“dry” state just half of one month, 
but the tremendous moral gain is al- 
ready startling. Observe the police 
court records in Atlanta, Savannah, 
Augusta or any other town where 
whisky was sold, and compare them 
with those prior to January 1. By 
those records alone evidence multi- 
plies to show that drunkenness has 
fallen off from two-thirds to seven- 
eighths. The negro, free from 
the evil of the low groggery, becomes 
a tangible asset of dependable labor. 
These are onlv a few things that Pro- 
hibition means. Cold facts along this 
line could be multiplied indefinitely. 
Georgia moved to total Prohibition 
impelled irresistibly by two forces— 
morality and economic saving. Even 
to answer the coldly material side of 
the Journal's argument, the loss to the 
state and municipalities will be no- 
thing like the figures named [in the 
Milwaukee paper], for the immediate 
increase in wealth largely offsets the 
loss recorded by the expunging of the 
liquor traffic. As time goes on and 
this waste that has been poured into 
barrooms and breweries goes into 
homes and stores and farms, Georgia’s 
material gain will be enormous. Is it 
a mark of our money-madness that 
we set up the morals, the health, the 
life-blood of women and children 
against a loss of this character? 

ROWING ENLIGHTEN- 
IENT 

The Chicago Record-Herald, in an ar- 

il e which indicates a slowly growing 
mprehension of the questions involved 
the “drink problem,” comments upon 

e general idiocy of the liquor inter- 
ts, with special reference to the prop- 
ition to frighten states away from the 
•ohibition idea by depriving Prohibi- 
»n states of their share of federal ap- 
opriation. It says: 

A more ridiculous proposition than 
this latest threat of the liquor inter- 
ests was never suggested, but it is of 
i piece with much that is coming from 
he same quarters. It is absurd, for 
example, to confuse the question of 
Sunday closing with antiquated blue 
aws. For Sunday closing cannot be 
•ationallv treated as an invasion of 
ome principle of personal liberty that 
s upheld by the general sentiment of 
nankitid. It is primarily a question of 
he adequate regulation of the saloons 
n the interest of public order, and, of 
11 the extremists we have, those are 
he wildest who fight saloon regula- 
ion on the theory that the saloon busi- 
ess is just like anv other business. 
)ur experience of life and the laws of 
11 the states teach the contrary. 
Tothing is more certain than that the 
iloon has been the subject of special 
igulations in the past and that it will 
e the subject of such regulations in 
le future. 
That Sunday closing can be enforced 
large cities has been proved so con- 

usively of late that that point is past 

arguing, and, all things considered, it 
is obvious that there is nothing chi- 
merical about the Sunday closing 
movement in Chicago, and nothing un- 

practical or impracticable about the 
state closing law. Both here and 
in Washington the pro-liquor cam- 

paign seems to suffer from the lack of 
good common sense leadership. 
The same paper, in another editorial 

which is entitled “A Century of Tem- 

perance Crusade,” calls attention to the 
historical facts which disprove the 
charge that the Prohibition movement is 

inspired by a desire to oppose the for- 
eign-born element of the population or 

is a survival of New England Puritan- 
ism. It says: 

An organized movement against the 
drinking of spirituous liquors was be- 
gun just about one hundred years ago 
in the state of New York. The time 
is worth noting for two reasons. It 
preceded all the eras of great immi- 
gration, and it came long after the 
days of the Puritans. And this we 

may say of the whole period down to 
1850, during which various temperance 
organizations were formed, including a 

Congressional Temperance Society. 
Neither the worship of early New 
Englanders, who had a liking for rum, 
nor a disposition to override the cus- 

toms of foreigners, had anything to 
do with these crusades. They are ex- 

plained by personal experiences of the 
evils of drink. Religious organi- 
zations became prominent in the anti- 
liquor campaigns, but they were never 

of an exclusively religious nature. 

The editorial then quotes one of Mrs. 
Stanton’s addresses in 1.852 and says: 

Note that this ran counter both to 
laws and religious teachings. It had 
to do with a condition that strong, 
intelligent women felt was intolerable. 
And it is the persistence of such con- 

ditions that explains the persistence 
and the growth of all temperance and 
Prohibition movements. They might 
as well be ascribed to the stars as to 
the Puritans or to any wish to inter- 
fere with foreign customs. Deep down 
in the heart of this question we find 
the same motives at work that ex- 

plain the demand for and the enact- 
ment of laws against cocaine. And as 

a thousand or ten thousand persons 
suffer from alcohol where one suf- 
fers from cocaine the numbers and in- 
tensity of the foes of liquor are easily 
explained. 

I 

BROOKLYN AND ATLANTA 
The Brooklyn Eagle comments upon 

the showing which Prohibition is mak- 

ing in Georgia in the following strain: 
A favorite argument against Pro- 

hibition is that there is more drunk- 
enness under it than under the public 
barroom system. That argument was 

supported by actual facts when At- 
lanta, Georgia’s state capital, tried 
Prohibition under the local option 
law, which permitted the purchase of 
unlimited quantities of whisky in 
neighboring towns. Under total state 
Prohibition the very reverse appears 
to be true. 
Then follows a recitation of the facts 

with which readers of this paper are 

familiar and the Eagle concludes: 
This looks too good to last, and it 

may be different if illicit drinking 
dens get started. 
Of course there had to be a dead fly 

in the Eagle’s ointment. When Atlanta 
tried Prohibition some years ago the 

policy was an unqualified success until 
the party in power set about the over- 

throw of the Prohibition system and 
the restoration of license, for political 
reasons, as for “illicit dens” now we 

shall see what we shall see. In any 
event it is safe to predict that Atlanta 
with no saloons will never have one- 

tenth as many “illicit dens” as Brook- 
lyn now has added to her thousands of 
legal “dens.” 

PROHIBITION MOVEMENT 
IN WASHINGTON 

The Washington Post seems to have 
discovered that the movement for Pro- 
hibition in the District of Columbia is 
the real thing. It says: 

The believers in Prohibition are 
concentrating their efforts and mar- 
shaling their forces for a fight to the 
last ditch in the District of Columbia. 
Their object is to commit the United 
States government to the Prohibition 
policy. If Congress will make this 
District dry, the fight for Prohibition 
in other communities will be im- 
mensely strengthened. The 
Prohibitionists of this district are sup- 
ported, of course, by their co-work- 
ers in all parts of the country. Wher- 
ever Prohibition has made headway 
will be found a nucleus of agitation 
and influence bearing upon members 
of Congress. If the anti- 
Prohibitionists think the question is 
dormant they are scheduled for a rude 
awakening. 

A SAD APPEAL 

The Memphis Commercial-Appeal is 
panic-stricken at the sight of the few 
remaining “wet” counties of the south- 
ern states forced under Prohibition law 
by the sober majority of the state. Com- 
menting upon the action already taken 
in Georgia and Alabama, and the 
expected result in Mississippi and the 
possible outlook in Louisiana, the Com- 
mercial-Appeal says: 

The present Prohibition movement 
would collect its majorities here and 
there about the state and fall upon 
spot after spot, conquering local ma- 

jorities through the medium of for- 
eign invasion aided by local minori- 
ties The battle is unfair upon its 
face, unworthy the cause of temper- 
ance, and a victory won under it is not 
likely to be respected by the defeated. 
Neither can it fix itself into a perma- 
nency or become provocative of any 
real public benefit. 

Doubtless there is an editorial throat 
in the Appeal office that begins to feel 
dry when it remembers by how slight a 

tenure the few “wet” cities of Tennes- 
see still are held in the arms of John 
Barleycorn. 

HIGH LICENSE NERVE 

The Christian Standard of Cincinnati 
takes to task the Enquirer, published in 
that city, for an editorial in advocacy 
of high license. The Standard says: 

Of course the Enquirer does not tell 
us that to get this revenue the gov- 
ernment has to consent to the prema- 
ture and dishonored death of mul- 
tiplied thousands of its citizens, the 
poverty and misery of an army of 
women and children, and the popu- 

lating of almshouses, jails, lunatic 
asylums, reformatories and peniten- 
tiaries. Nor does it mention the 
economic fact that, after all, there is 
no government revenue from the 
liquor traffic when the balance-sheet 
is struck, and the cost incident to 
detecting and punishing crime created 
by the traffic is taken into account. 

Our neighbor says: “It takes some 

nerve for a newspaper of high stand- 
ing to advocate high license as the 
only means of managing the manu- 

facture and sale, and to do so not 
only as an economic measure, but 
as a practical way of promoting tem- 
perance.” On which we remark, first, 
that it does not add to the “high 
standing” of any paper to advocate 
high license; and, second, that it is 
not “nerve,” but blindness to facts, 
that advocates high license as a tem- 
perance measure in the light of the 
people’s growing knowledge of the 
workings of the high license system, 
and of its futility as a remedy for the 
liquor curse. High license obtains 
in Ohio now, yet no one has discov- 
ered that drunkenness and its attend- 
ant ills have been curtailed in Cin- 
cinnati by the Ohio high-license law. 

Did you observe that newspapers that 
never mentioned Prohibition before are 
now devoting columns to its respectful 
discussion?—Altoona Tribune. 

OF INTEREST TO THE PUBLIC. 

The January number of Progress, a 

monthly publication issued by the West- 
ern Surety & Adjustment Compaq, 
fiscal agents for the Twin City & Lake 
Superior Railroad Company, is of spe- 
cial importance. It contains a summary 
of what has been accomplished by the 
railway company during 1907 and what 
is planned for 1908. It tells you of the 
150,000-acre purchase ot open, cut over, 
and timber lands in eastern Pine county, 
through which tract the new railroad 
is being built. It tells you how these 
lands can be purchased, in what quan- 
tities and on what terms; details one of 
the best opportunities for settlement 
now open in the United States; tells 
you how these lands can be made to 
many times pay the purchase price from 
ties, piling, trestle timber, telegraph 
poles and materials cut from the land, 
for which the railway company will 
pay you cash; tells you of one of the 
best dairying and truck farming dis- 
tricts in the great Middle West located 
eighty miles or eighty minutes’ ride to 
market at St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
these cities having a combined popula- 
tion of more than one-half million peo- 
ple; forty miles or forty minutes from 
the head of the Great Lakes, Duluth and 
Superior, the outlet to the markets of 
the world; tells you of the new towns 
on the line and of opportunities to ah. 
It further tells you that land can be 
bought and paid for in stock of the 
Twin City & Lake Superior Railway 
Company at current market. This stock 
is now selling at $42 per share of $100, 
guaranteed, which stock will advance on 

February 1st to $44, and many other 
things of interest to the husbandman 
and investor. 

Send for a copy of January Progress, 
free on application. 

Address > 

Western Surety & Adjustment Com ( 

pany. 
Twin City & Lake Superior Railway 

Company. 
Western Promotion & Improvement 

Company. 
Railway Building. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


