
the: ask club 

Superintended by E. W. MASON, Royal Oak, Mich. 

Conditions of Membership: 1. Signature of Pledge attached; 2. The 
securing of five signatures to the pledge, or five Subscribers for The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist, or five Signers and Subscribers. 

Every member will receive a Certificate of Membership. 
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PROHIBITION PARTY 
VOTER'S PLEDQE 

Believing that the license system is the bulwark of the 
Liquor Traffic, I hereby promise that I will not vote for any 
Political Party that fails to declare openly against legalizing 
such traffic, and that in order to press this issue into promi- 
nence as the question next in order for settlement, I will co- 

operate with the Prohibition Party in Local, State and National 
politics. 

Name. 

Post Office.State. 

R. F. D. or Street...No. 

A HOT PREACHER 

I lost him. Can you guess the reason 

why? 
It was more fun than a circus to 

lead him down to the trap. He thought 
I never heard anyone talk that way 
before. 

“No, I will not sign that,” he de- 
clared after reading the Pledge. “I 
believe in only a slice at a time.” 

“What would be your slice?” I asked. 
“Oh, I would use local option, where 

possible—raise the license to $1,000, have 
Sunday closing enforced, stop prostitu- 
tion, etc.” 

“Then what?” 
“I would keep ahead of the reform- 

and, as soon as these things were ac- 

complished, I would segregate the sa- 

loons to business districts, and end the 
sales in the residence districts.” 

Then what?” 
“Then, I suppose, I would back up to 

the whole loaf—just keep ahead of the 
existing conditions.” 

“You say you are in favor of local 
option ?” 

! “Yes.” 
I “So is Adolphus Busch, of Anheuser- 
i Busch Brewing Association. All the 

papers in the land, announced that the 
other day. He paid them to. The 
Model License League of America is to 

: organize a branch here on the sixteenth 
and it is announced that they propose 

: to work for $1,000 license, no women, 
: and no gambling, Sunday closing, law 
i enforcement, restriction of number and 
: location of saloons. Did you not read 
! that?” 

“No.” 
; “Well, it’s a fact, brother, and it’s 
time for you to ‘back up’ again. You 
will have to turn around and run to 

i catch up even with the liquor interests. 
» The liquor men grant all you ask and 
1 claim they will enforce it, if you will 
t please give them life. Let me help you 
to get one jump ahead of the saloon 
i___ 

i 100 Pledges on cardboard 25 cents, 
postpaid. 
j 100 Pledges on bond paper in tab- 

lets, 15 cents. 
These supplies can be ordered from 

;E. W. MASON, Supt., Royal Oak, 
:Mich., to whom all signed pledges 
should be returned. If you desire an 

answer to your letter to Mr. Mason, 
inclose 5 cents. 

Certificates of Membership will be 
furnished without cost. 

men. The saloon men in action are 
ahead of you in thinking.” 

“Join with us now,” I said as I again 
handed him the pledge he had refused 
to sign, “and you will be in a position 
to help slay this monster. Won’t you 
sign now?” 

“No.” 
What was the matter with that 

preacher? 
Some Cases in Point 

Mr. Levi Hoag of Binghamton, 
N. Y., Mj. R. L. Herrick, one of our 
most successful “Ask Club” members, 
and the Superintendent were discussing 
the ease with which men sign the 
Voters’ Pledge. 

Drifting into church canvassing, Mr. 
Hoag said, “I do not believe you could 
secure three men in my church to sign 
that.” 

"Sure, you could get GO percent, any- 
way,” said the Superintendent, “if you 
would only ask.” 

“Don’t believe it,” answered Mr. 
Hoag. 

“Pll try,” said Mr. Herrick, “and get 
you the three names, although I am 300 
miles away.” 

Mr. Herrick wrote direct and secured 
the three names in less than one week. 

It’s easier than “rolling off a log.” 
Recently Mr. Herrick called at Willis, 

Mich., and secured seven signers in 
two hours, with former politics as fol- 
lows : 

Republican, 1. 
Democrat, 3. 
Socialist, 1. 
Prohibition, 2. 
A local pastor accompanied him and, 

as fast as a man waS landed and the 
workers were outside the door, he would 
exclaim: “I never thought you could 
get that man,” “Well, that beats any- 
thing I ever heard of.” 

Six men were either business or pro- 
fessional men into whose place Mr. 
Herrick went to post a bill. One was a 
farmer and a customer at a store. Mr. 
Herrick never saw the town before. 

The pastor and Mr. Herrick took 
dinner at the hotel—no bar. 

“I might get the proprietor to sign,” 
said Mr. Herrick. 

The pastor did not believe it. 
“He is a good fellow and never allows 

drink around, but he is a Democrat 
and an Irish Catholic,” he said. 

"We’ll try him.” 
He signed. 
“That’s great!” 
The country is ripe for the Prohi- 

bition party, and all you need to do is 
to ask. Draw no lines on “Irish Cath- 
olic” or any other kind of a Catholic 
or Free Methodist. 

Ask! Ask! 
It’s votes we want. 

I THE LEAGUE’S ATTACK 

National Committee’s Representative 
Replies to American Issue’s As- 

sault on Prohibition Party 
fin a recent number The National Pro- 

hibitionist commented upon an editorial 
utterance of the American Issue in 
which that paper, the official organ of 
the Anti-Saloon league, severely criti- 
cized the position of the Prohibition 
party, exhorted the American public 
to “keep moral reforms out of politics,’’ 
and pronounced it a “fatal mistake to 

identify the temperance reform with the 
fortune of any one party.” The article 
which follows is a criticism of that edi- 
torial from the pen of Dr. J. B. Cran- 
611. a member of the national committee 
from the state of Texas, and employed 
by the national committee as one of its 

press representatives. The article is. sent 
out in the news service of the national 
chairman and may in a sense be con- 

sidered the official reply of the Prohi- 
bition party to the Anti-Saloon League’s 
criticism.—Editorial Note.] 

From the logic of these utterances it 
would appear that Abraham Lincoln 
made “a fatal mistake” when he identi- 
fied the moral reform concerning the 

slavery question with the “particular 
political” Republican party. The fact 
is that all of the vehement utterances 

of northern philanthropists had harm- 

lessly dissolved in the circumambient air 
until they assumed a concrete form, and 
the Republican national party became 
the political expression of the moral re- 

form that had hitherto been dissipated 
in poetic eloquence and pathos. If there 
had been no Republican party to seek 
and to obtain the reins of our govern- 
ment through political party action, the 
negroes of the South would still be in 

slavery, and that issue would still chal- 
lenge the soulful eloquence of poet, 
priest and orator. It thus appears that 
the editor of the American Issue needs 
to date himself up. He is certainly fifty 
years behind the American procession 
concerning the relation that must sub- 
sist between moral reforms and political 
achievements. 

This wise and sapient editor further 
says that a political party must of neces- 

sity have a number of issues in its plat- 
form. It is not at all necessary that a 

political party have a number of issues 
in its platform. If that be true, what is 
to become of the Democratic and Re- 

publican parties? If either of these par- 
ties has an issue in its platform, it would 
take a combination telescope and mi- 
croscope to discover it to the natural 
eye, and then it would take the greatest 
American surgeon with his most delicate 
touch to enucleate it and give it a local 
habitation and a name. 

Another grievous error of this Anti- 
Saloon League organ is the statement 
that “if Prohibition were identified ex- 

clusively with the national Republican 
party, then Prohibition would be fought 
by the Democrats of the South, and 
would go to the wall universally in that 
section.” I do not wish to even seem 

to be unkind in my criticism of this edi- 
tor, but T am bound to say that this last 
quoted paragraph does not contain even 

the semblance of truth. We have a fresh 
illustration of the colossal fallacy of 
every word that it contains. The first 
Tuesday in November last, the state of 
Kentucky was a Democratic state, and 
had been so for years. The Republi- 
cans in that state had placed in their 

platform a plank advocating what is 
known as the “county unit law,” which 
is nothing more nor less than a loy?. 
option provision for dealing witn 
liquor business. The result was thatute 
Democrats of Kentucky—thousands of 
them—voted the Republican ticket and 
placed the Republicans in power. I do 
not hesitate to say from a thorough 
knowledge of the temper of the rank 
and file of southern Democrats, among 
whom I was born and have lived all my 
life, that if the national Republican party 
should place a Prohibition plank in its 
platform, and the Democrats should re- 

adopt their age-old utterance in favor of 
the liquor business, that a number of the 
states of the South would go Republi- 
can. 

But none of these things yet have 

happened, and all references to possible 
action on the part of the Republican 
or Democratic parties is purely specu- 
lative. What we do know is that there 
is one national party in American poli- 
tics—the national Prohibition party— 
which stands three hundred and sixty- 
five days of every year, (and this in- 
cludes election day), for the annihila- 
tion of the liquor traffic in its every 
phase. Undoubtedly the editor of the 
American Issue had his eyes and ears 

closed and was not in the enjoyment of 
any of his natural senses when he said: 

“It is unwise to make a moral issue 
depend upon the success of a purely 
political organization, because that issue 
goes down with the defeat of the party, 
which stands for it.” 

The national Prohibition party has 
been in the field of American politics 
for almost forty years. It has steadih"—*• 
announced its candidates and platiS^. 
with the recurrence of every national 
election, and in the states it has pursued 
a similar course in the state elections. 
Nationally it has not yet achieved what 
politicians call success. Every time the 
vote has been cast and counted it ha 
been found that we have met what th 
American Issue would call defeat, but 
it has never been true in the slightes 
degree that the Prohibition isue ha 
gone down with the defeat of the party 
which has stood for it. On the con- 

trary, the Prohibition party has been de- 
feated at the polls. As a national party, 
we have not yet elected our men, but 
as a national party we are electing ou: 

issue, and I do not hesitate to say that 
the work of the Prohibition party, in 
persistently calling attention to the H- 

Liquor Licenses 
Unconstitutional 

1 
Only a few hundred 
copies left of 

JUDGE ARTMAN’S DECISKV; 
in the famous Indiana 
case in February. 1907 

TO CLOSE OUT we will send Postag 
Paid at the following prices: 

Per Copy 5 cents 
Per Dozen 5O cent|K~ 
Per hundred ■ $3.06’ 

-ADDRESS-:- 

The National Prohibitionist 
87 Washington Street 

Chicago 


