
DRINK’S -EXHIBIT A” 

An Analysis of an Important Document Now Being Widely Scat- 

yr tered by the Liquor Interests, With Facts and Figures 
, in Refutation of Its Claims. 

By the Editor of The National Prohibitionist 

During the past dozen years I have spent much 
time and effort in the compilation of statistics 
relating to the liquor traffic. In much of this 
work I have had the assistance of Unitel States 
authorities, of the Census Bureau and of the 
Bureau of Statistics, and many times my work 
has run parallel to the work of men like the 
late Edward Atkinson and the statisticians em- 

ployed by the American Grocer, but I do not re- 

call that, prior to the present occasion, I have 
ever had the opportunity of “checking” my work 
by a comparison with detailed statistics given 
out by the liquor interests. Such an opportunity 
is now furnished. 

There is just now being sent out very widely, 
and apparently from very many sources in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, a document entitled 
“Some Interesting Facts for Manufacturers, 
Dealers, Insurance Agents, Transportation Com- 

panies, Farmers and Wage Earners.” This docu- 
ment is being mailed by various companies en- 

gaged in different lines of business, to their cus- 

tomers and patrons, is found printed on the 
backs of hotel and restaurant bills of fare, is 

appearing in slightly changed form as a poster 
for large display, and is evidently prepared by 
some central authority which secures its syste- 
matic distribution. 

The document purports to give the disburse- 
ments of the business of manufacturing intoxi- 

cating liquors and, among many other things, as 

will be seen by its reproduction herewith, makes 

a statement of the consumption of grains in the 

process of manufacturing spirits and malt liquors. 

estimates Confirmed 

I am impressed in the first place with the sub- 
stantial agreement between the use of grains 
claimed by the liquor interests and the use which 
I have conceded them in my studies of the ques- 
tion. For example, in my review of the subject, 
published in The Defender of October 3, 1907, I 

estimated the grains used by the liquor business 
as follows: 
Corn 34,713,189 bushels 
Barley 60,976,719 bushels 
Rye '. 5,595,566 bushels 
Wheat. 11,366 bushels 
Oats .... .. 16,925 bushels 

Total .101,313,765 bushels 

I find this document of the liquor dealers 

claiming the use of grains as follows: 

Corn ... :. 36,361,975 bushels 
Barley 62,760,000 bushels 
Rye 5,595,000 bushels 

Total (partial) .104,716,975 bushels 

Values Exaggerated 
I am much interested also, though not con- 

siderably surprised, to find a wide difference in 
the estimates of the value of these grains. In 

my study of this question I have followed closely 
the statistics of the United States government in 
the Statistical Abstract. In that compilation the 
value of the grain crop is annually estimated by 
the price prevailing upon December 1 of each 

year at the farms. This, of course, is not abso- 
lutely accurate; but it may safely be assumed 
that large purchasers of farm commodities do not 

pay materially more than the farm price, and usu- 

ally buy at practically the lowest rate which pre- 
ifvails during the year—a rate often below the rate 

accepted in the Abstract. It is true also that the 
distillers commonly buy the unsalable, infe- 
rior grains—paying often only a small part of 
the price that good grain commands. 

Following the statistics of the government I 

placed the following values upon the grains 
used by the manufacturers of liquor: 
Corn .$13,850,562 
Barley 25,304,838 
Rye 3,295,788 

Partial Total .$42,451,188 
In the liquor dealers’ document which is before 

in the case of rye is not material, but to obtain 
the alleged value of the amounts of barley and 
corn used, the author of this liquor circular has 
valued barley at $1.00 per bushel, a price which 
it has never reached in the United States statis- 
tics since 1808, while corn has been valued at sub- 
stantially 75 cents per bushel, double the value 
assigned to it in government statistics of that 
year, and a value which it has not had on the 
first day of December of any year in the history 
of government compilations. 

It is perfectly safe to assert that not one bushel 
of either of these grains cost either brewer or 

distiller the price at which it is entered in this 
table. 

Some Interesting Facts for Manufacturers, 

Dealers, Insurance Agents, Transpor- 
tation Companies, Farmers, 

and Wage Earners. 
The Brewers, Malsters, and Distillers of the United 

States consume in their products every year: 
VALUE 

36,361,975 Bushels of Corn. 827,274,208.00 
62,760,000 •• Barley.62,760,000.00 

5,595000 Rye. 3,916,889.00 
Sugar Products, Hops and assorted grains. 16,358,000,00 
Labor (Producers only).54,542,000.00 
Coal and other Fuel. 5,000,000,00 
Lumber, Rubber Goods, Steam Engines. Mach- 
inery. Tools, Steam Fittings, Plumbers Supplies, 
Wagons, Harnesses, Builders Supplies, Glass. Filter- 
ing Material. Chemical Supplies, Paint and Varnish, 150'000'000-00 

Furniture, Brushes. Packing House Products, 
Advertising Signs. Printing 
Fire Insurance Premiums.15,000,000.00 
Railroad. Freights and Express.20,000.000.00 
Making a Total paid in to the pro- 
ducing sources of the U S., of UU 

I hese industries pay annually state and government license amount- 
ing to $68,875,465.00 

In addition they pay City License, Real Estate and Personal Prop- 
erty Taxes aggregating the enormous total of $70,000,000.00. 

The continued growth of Prohibition and the destruction of the Brew- 
ing and Distilling industries will result in the Allied Trades in all lines of 
manufacture being made to suffer great losses through the destroyed 
market for their product. 

The unemployed of all the large cities of the United States 
just at the present time number many thousands who are 

clamoring for food and shelter The prohibition movement, 
if allowed to expand will certainly aggravate these conditions 
by adding many thousands to the number of unemployed and 
overloading the tax payer by compelling him to shoulder ex- 

penses now borne by the industries that certain fanatics are at- 

tempting to put out of business. It will put in jeopardy the 
livelihood of upwards of Four Million people and precipitate 
the greatest financial crisis this countrv has ever known. 

REPRODUCTION OF CIRCULAR WIDELY DISTRIBUTED BY LIQUOR INTERESTS 

us, I find a startling departure from these esti- 
mates, as follows: 
Corn .$27,274,208 
Barley 62,760,000 
Rye 3,916,889 

Partial Total .$93,951,097 
The discrepancy is particularly noticeable in 

the case of corn and barley, where the estimated 
values are more than doubled. 

The year under consideration is the fiscal year 
1906, in which corn was valued by the United 
States government at 39.9 cents, rye at 58.9 cents 
and barley at 41.5 cents per bushel. The error 

The Hops and Sugar 
The next item in the liquor manufacturers’ ex- 

hibit that merits particular examination is that 
which represents that the liquor manufacturers 
use “sugar products, hops and assorted grains” 
to the value of $16,358,000. The hop crop is one 

upon which accurate information is not readily 
obtainable. A fairly liberal estimate of its value 
might place it at $6,000,000. To make up the 
rest of the sixteen millions the liquor manufac- 
turer has to consider 22,637,582 gallons of mo- 

lasses (usually of the cheapest quality and bought 
at the lowest prices), and the few thousand bush- 
els of wheat and oats which I have already noted, 


