
PR.AIRIE STATE NEWS 
lo Illinois Prohibitionists:—All township petitions must he filed with the county clerk not 

later than Thursday, February G. J his is the last week for getting in your petitions to have a vote 
on the question of coming in under the new law and becoming anti-saloon territory. The state com- 
mittee is very anxious that every township in this state should have a vote on the Prohibition ques- 
tion. It is important to keep the enemy busy in every city and village and also to have a general vote 
in the state so that we may know how many in Illinois are in favor of Prohibition. If we get a ma- 
jority vote we can then demand a state Prohibition law. Rural townships should vote so as to get 
the protection of the penalties of the new law and thus keep out blind pigs and saloons licensed by the 
county boards. Every city, village and township should have a vote this spring, if they did not vote 
in November. Petitions may be procured at State Headquarters, 92 La Salle street, Chicago, free of 
charge, with instructions and copies of the law. Let the Prohibitionists everywhere in the state take 
up this matter quickly and see that petitions are circulated, signed up and filed before February 6. 

Alonzo E. Wilson, 
State Chairman. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS 

Party Leaders Consult for Progress and Out- 
line the Year’s Work 

[From the State Headquarters Bulletin.] 

The Illinois Prohibition state executive com- 

mittee had a busy day in Chicago on January 22. 

Large plans were discussed and much work 
mapped out that will mean a tremendous cam- 

paign this coming summer and fall. 
It was ordered that special attention be given 

to the legislative campaigns having in view the 
election of Prohibitionists in every district so as 

to bring about the passage of a state Prohibition 
law at the next session of the general assembly. 
In order to do this more than 100 men will be 

put into the field as county organizers to blaze 
the way for Prohibition candidates. 

Mr. Edward E. Blake, late editor of The Home 
Defender, has been engaged to take charge of the 
legislative department to supervise the work of 
the county organizers and to raise a special fund 
of $25,000. It was felt that there has never been 
a better opportunity to capture the Illinois legis- 
lature for the Prohibition party. It was shown 
that in the last campaign 6,000 additional votes 
distributed in five districts with the help of less 
than $2,000 distributed through the districts would 
have put five more Prohibitionists into the legis- 
lature. 

This is one of the biggest things ever proposed 
in Illinois; but Illinois Prohibitionists like to 

tackle large propositions and they never fail to 

make good in getting results. 
In the line of literature, the Prohibition Year 

Book, which will be issued next month, will be 
used quite generally and special leaflets issued 
for the local Prohibition campaigns. It was also 
ordered that The National Prohibitionist be put 
into every parsonage and newspaper office in the 
state, and the Danville Banner into every precinct 
committeeman’s home. It will be urged very 

strongly that every Prohibitionist in the state take 
a Prohibition paper and also help in getting these 
excellent papers into the hands of old party vot- 

ers, especially these mentioned above. 
The election of state committeemen will be 

made at the state convention as well as the 
election of four delegates at large to the national 
convention. The remaining 174 delegates to the 

national convention are to be selected at the dis- 
trict caucuses held in connection with the state 
convention. These delegates are to be distributed 
among the several counties in the district accord- 
ing to the vote for Swallow in the county, or the 
ward in Chicago, they being entitled to a delegate 
for every 200 votes for the Presidential nominee. 

The state chairman was instructed to hold the 
county conventions before April 1 and to have a 

representative of the state committee at each 
county convention to help in organization and to 

raise county funds. 
The action of the twenty-fifth district Con- 

gressional convention in endorsing Sam T. Brush, 

independent Republican for Congress was con- 

firmed and a field worker will be sent into that 
district to bring about Mr. Brush’s election. Mr. 
Brush stands for all the Prohibition measures 

now before Congress. He is the president of 
the Illinois Anti-Saloon League which has en- 

dorsed him. 
The state convention program for May 6 at 

Springfield was discussed and Chairman Wilson 
instructed to get three speakers of national repu- 
tation. Their names will be announced later. It 
is hoped to make this convention the largest in 
the history of the party in this state. A special 
committee appointed at the last meeting to con- 

sider the Woman’s Prohibition Club, made its re- 

port. Its session was held recently in Bloom- 
ington. Their report was adopted and carries 
with it an appropriation for $25 for the year’s 
work. 

A headquarters committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Wilson, Hill and Ruth was appointed to act with 
State Chairman Wilson in getting larger head- 
quarters for the party in this city. The chair- 
man’s methods and action concerning the local 
option campaigns were approved and a motion 
prevailed that Prohibitionists throughout Illinois 
in every township and city should take immediate 
action to have a petition filed in order that there 
may be a general vote on the Prohibition ques- 
tion in every township in this state. 

The chairman announced the talent engaged for 
the Chautauqua program. There was a feeling 
that the Chautauqua should be made even more 

successful this season. 

The organization and National Issue Clubs will 
be pushed. The treasurer reported cash on hand 
to pay all debts and a balance of $10 in the 
treasury. The unpaid pledges for this year's 
work were reported to be $3,400. State Chair- 
man Wilson made an encouraging report of the 
conditions throughout the state. 

It was an important session of the committee 
and at the adjournment at 5:45 it was felt a 

good day had been spent in planning for the 
work of the Prohibition party in Illinois. 

Meetings Around the State 

Aledo, January 24—Mr. and Mrs. John H. 
Hebdon are just about to close a month’s work 
in this county. Old Mercer has had a wonderful 
awakening and a Prohibition revival has struck 
nearly every town. They will devote the month 
of February to Knox and Warren counties, and 
in the immediate future will make Rio, Hender- 
son, Little York, Kirkwood, Biggsville, Knox- 
ville, Wautaga and Oneida. 

Colchester, January 20 — A fine Prohibition 
mass meeting was held here Friday night and 
the church was filled to hear a splendid lecture 
by Eugene W. Chafin of Chicago. 

Monmouth, January 20—Warren county Pro- 
hibitionists had a fine convention in the court 
house Saturday. The nomination of a county 
ticket was deferred until later. C. M. Young was 
elected county chairman and J. J. Milne secre- 

tary. The committee was reorganized and dele- 
gates elected to the several conventions. E. W. 

Chafin made speeches afternoon and night and 
made a fine -impression upon the people. 

Galesburg, III., January 21—The Knox county 
Prohibition convention was held here yesterday 
and the committee reorganized for the campaign 
of 1908. A. D. Metcalf was reelected chairman 
and it is probable will be the candidate for the 
legislature again in this district. He was in sight 
of victory two years ago and it is the general 
feeling he can win this year. Delegates to the 
state convention were selected and also repre- 
sentatives to the other conventions. Two big 
speeches were made by Eugene W. Chafin of 
Chicago. 

Galva, January 21—Henry county is reorgan- 
ized for the campaign with J. L. Carnes of 
Woodhull as chairman and the Rev. A. A. Wa- 
ters of Woodhull as secretary. The selection of 
delegates was carefully made and Henry county 
will be represented at the state meeting. Mr. 
Chafin addressed the convention and had a fine 
meeting at night. Henry county will be heard 
from in November and expects to elect a Pro- 
hibitionist to the legislature. 

Toulon, January 22—J. C. Atherton is the new 
chairman of Stark county. He was selected at 
the convention today. L. O. Claybaugh was con- 
tinued as secretary. The whole county commit- 
tee was continued and a county ticket nominated. 
Delegates and alternates were named to the con- 

ventions. The outlook is good for an increased 
vote in Stark county. 

DuQuoin, January 21—The twenty-first dis- 
trict Prohibition convention assembled here today 
in the Christian church, F. W. Disburg, presid- 
ing. After a discussion of two hours with State 
Committeeman J. J. Harris and State Chairman 
Alonzo E. Wilson it was decided to endorse Sam 
T. Brush of Carbondale, an independent Republi- 
can, for Congress. The election comes February 
25. The Republican machine candidate, Capt. 
Thistlewood, of Cairo, will be supported by the 
liquor interests. He and the Democratic candi- 
date, Wm. PI. Warder, of Marion, refused to 
state in writing their position on the Prohibition 
bills before Congress. The Anti-Saloon League 
has endorsed Mr. Brush, who is their state presi- 
dent. The league and the Prohibitionists are 

working together heartily for Mr. Brush’s elec- 
tion. Tf all temperance voters in the district sup- 
port him there will be no doubt as to the result. 

Symf.rton, January 23 — The town hall was 

crowded tonight although the weather was cold 
and the roads rough. It was a meeting to carry 
this township for Prohibition. A saloon, located 
here, is a menace to some of these townships in 
Wilton. Father Maguire, of Joliet, and Father 
MacNamee made splendid addresses. They were 

followed by Former Representative Alonzo. E. 
Wilson of this district. Tt was a fine meeting, 
and will result in changing many votes in the 
township. 

Momence, January 24—The annual banquet of 
the W. C. T. U. was held here tonight in the 
Baptist church. Tt was for men only. The tables 
were loaded with good things and most of the 
leading citizens were present. There was a fine 
audience of men. Several local speakers made 
short addresses and the principal address was by 
State Chairman Alonzo E. Wilson, who talked 
for one and a half hours on the issue of Prohi- 
bition. He discussed the cost to the farmer, to 
the merchant, to the laboring man and appealed 
to all to close the rum shops of this town. It was 
a great meeting and will bring very large results 
for Prohibition work in this citv. Mrs. T. H. 
Vane is the efficient president of the W. C. T. U., 
which is the largest one in Illinois. Her husband 
is chairman of the county committee and they 
are making things hot for the liquor traffic in 
this county. 

Eugene W. Chaffin, Esq., the well-known Pro- 
hibition speaker, will deliver his famous address 
upon Lincoln before the Cook County Teachers’ 
Association at their regular monthly meeting in 
the auditorium of the Y. M. C. A., Chicago, on 

Saturday, February 8, at 10 :30 a. m. 

[The Rev.] B. Poste :—Permit me to compli- 
ment you heartily on the attractive and helpful 
makeup of The National Prohibitionist. It is so 
near my ideal of what the people need that I will 
not venture a criticism. I feel like calling the 
outcome of events a divine leading. I enclose 
$3.00 for five subscription certificates. 

Perry, New York. 


