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MEET THE EMERGENCY 

It is evident that we are confronting just 
now a desperate grand rally of the liquor 
interests. Readers of The National Prohibi- 
tionist are familiar with the story of the 
huge, full-page advertisement with which the 
brewers have sought to deceive the American 
people through the columns of almost all of 
the leading daily papers of the United States. 
This is but one of many. A big, three-col- 
umn advertisement of a similar character is 
being sent to this office from scores of points, 
while in other places, thus far confined, so 

far as we have found traces of it, to Illinois 
towns, another full page advertisement, 
mendacious and misrepresenting in character 
and signed by “The Local Brewery Work- 
ers,” is appearing. On another page of this 
paper there appears a review of a liquor 
document, which in the form of a circular 
and slightly altered in the form of a huge 
poster, is being mailed apparently by the 
hundreds of thousands into all the corners 

of the country. 
The National Prohibitionist also has defi- 

nite knowledge that still another document, 
prepared to cover a full page of a daily pa- 
per and making a vicious and untruthful at- 
tack upon Prohibition, is being sent out un- 

der the pledge of confidence by the Whisky 
Trust from its headquarters on William 
street in New York city and is to be “re- 
leased for publication” on the evening of 

February 8 and is expected to appear in hun- 
dreds of evening papers on that date and in 
hundreds more of the Sunday morning pa- 
pers throughout the country. 

All this means that the liquor interests, 
thoroughly alarmed, have taken a leaf out of 
the notebook by which Prohibitionists have 
been professing to operate for years past and 
are setting about it to “sow the country 
knee-deep” with their literature. Through 
the daily press and the weekly press, by cir- 
cular and by poster, the brewer and the dis- 
tiller will reach almost every home of the 

country—practically every man and woman 

who can read, within the next two or three 
weeks, making a specious and persuasive mis- 
representation of fact, appealing to cupidity 
and ignorance and prejudice in behalf of 
their nefarious business and against the Pro- 
hibition movement that threatens it. 

The scheme is unparalleled in the history 
of the fight against the traffic and is almost 
admirable in its scope and magnitude and the 
energy and audacity with which it is being 
carried out. 

The question naturally arises, How are we 

to meet this situation? 
Meet it we must—but how ? 

Manifestly we cannot obtain in the col- 
umns of the daily and weekly papers which 
lend or sell themselves to the misrepresenta- 
tions, any hearing which would be at all 
commensurate with the need of refuting the 
liquor dealers’ falsehoods. Here and there 
will be found a paper “fair” enough to give 
a more or less obscure corner to the letter 
of some Prohibitionist, pointing out the error 

of the liquor advertising which it has dis- 

played in prominent position, or the made-to- 
order editorial which it has published at 
so much per line. Poor as is this opportu- 
nity, it ought to be taken advantage of, and 
some Prohibitionist ought to challenge in the 
columns of every paper where the slightest 
hearing can be obtained, the misrepresenta- 
tions that are being spread abroad against 
our cause. 

But this will be wholly inadequate. 
Nor can we hope to circularize the country 

or to use posters in sufficient numbers to 
counteract the mischief that is being done. 
We have not the sources of revenue that are 

at the disposal of the liquor interests. A 
million dollars, or even ten million dollars, 
these men are willing enough to spend to 
protect themselves in their monopoly of rob- 

bing the public by means of alcoholic poisons. 
There is practically only one thing left for 

us to do. 
That is to meet this movement with a tre- 

mendous advance in the circulation of Pro- 
hibition papers. 

This is feasible where other lines of work 
are not feasible, from the fact that we secure 

from the people whom we reach with the 
truth, the money which it costs to reach 
them. It is valuable beyond the circular and 

beyond the poster, because the man who be- 
comes a regular reader of a strong Prohibi- 
tion paper, in the majority of cases, himself 
becomes a center of information from which 

intelligence upon the subject goes out to his 
neighbors. 

If we can succeed in placing even a “fair 

sprinkling” of Prohibition papers in every 
community in the nation, the poison of the 
liquor dealer's falsehood will be largely coun- 

teracted. This at least we must do: We 
must make it sure that in every community 
where the liquor dealer secures the posting 
of one of his mendacious posters, or where 
the mails carry a mass of falsehood in the 
form of circulars—in every such community 

there shall be some men who, with a reliable 
Prohibition paper in their hands, can rise 
and point out the falsehoods and tell why 
they are knowrn to be falsehoods. 

It will not do to delay in this work. 
It must be done promptly. 
Already the liquor dealer has too much ad- 

vantage of us in his possession of the old 

party press and we cannot allow his circulars 
and posters to go for weeks or months un- 

answered. We must reach the public eye 
and catch the public ear—and we must do 

it AT ONCE. 
This need arises with special urgency at 

the very moment when a plan well suited to 
meet it is suggested. The proposition made 
upon one of the pages of this paper to cele- 
brate the ninety-ninth anniversary of the 
birth of Abraham Lincoln with a tremendous 
movement for the wider spread of informa- 
tion through Prohibition literature, meets 
the necessity of this hour as nothing else in 

sight meets it. 

Every man and woman who reads these 

lines, every Prohibitionist who loves his na- 

tive land and cares for its future, and who 
recognizes the curse and menace of the sa- 

loon, ought to arise to do his or her part in 
this emergency. 

Not a few thousand, but many thousand 
new subscribers to The National Prohibi- 
tionist ought to be the answer of the Prohi- 
bitionists of the nation to this new outburst 
of mercenary mendacity. 

Give this paper even one hundred thou- ^ 

sand more subscribers, scattered- all over these 
states of the Union, so that there shall be 
sure to be some in every neighborhood who 
read the truth, and we will track down to its 
lair every last lie of the liquor interests and 
throttle it to death. 

HELP US GET THAT CHANCE. 

THE SOUTH AND THE PARTY 

The people of the South in those states and 
communities where Prohibition has recently 
been adopted, ought to carefully study 
the experience of those northern states where 
Prohibition has been in force for many years 
and has, far too much of the time, failed 
of enforcement. 

In every state where Prohibition has been 
enacted, whether by constitutional provision 
or by statute, its results have been beneficial 
and for a season have given ground for con- 

gratulation along the very lines that are to- 
day so noticeable in the operation of the 
law' in Georgia and Alabama and Oklahoma; 
but in every northern Prohibition state the 
time has come, sooner or later, when the poli- 
ticians of the dominant party have found it 
to their advantage to cause the law to be 
nullified and in many of the states, repealed. 
Prohibition has been repealed in Massachu- 
setts, in Connecticut, in Rhode Island, in 
New Hampshire, in Vermont and in Mich- 
igan, simply because it was a success, pre- 
venting the traffic in liquor, protecting the 
people from the res Its of the liquor traffic, 
and the would-be traffickers were able to con- 
trol the political machinery of one or both 
of the old parties. In Iowa the law has 
been anarchistically nullified by the enact- 
ment of the “mulct” statute, while in Maine 


