
ment backed by aroused public senti- 
ment, but it is when those laws be- 
come commonplace and are left to op- 
erate like all other laws under the or- 

dinary conditions. It has been long 
^Jjfehonstrated that the enforcement of 
^Prohibition laws requires a continued 
’agitation in their behalf. 
If the Banner will give a little study 

to the case it will observe that the point 
where the mischief arises is the posi- 
tion that is occupied by the old party 
politician. Forced for the moment to 
bow to the popular demand for Prohibi- 
tion, he makes terms with his saloon 
allies, waits until the keen edge of 
popular sentiment has worn off, and 

then, seated solidly in the saddle of 
power, he begins to give the wink to 
his old friends. There is no permanent 
Prohibition reform without putting out 
of power the anti-Prohibition old-party 
politician and old party. What we need 
for the successful enforcement of a Pro- 
hibition law is just what we need for 
the enforcement of a tariff law, or any 
other law—a party in power that be- 
lieves in it. 

GERMAN AND CHICAGO 
DRUNKS 

The Chicago Record-Herald comments 

upon the news dispatches which tell us 

that there is a movement to have sep- 
arate cars for “drunks” in Germany, as 

follows: 

This item has an interesting bearing 
on the contention that where drinking 
is sanctioned generally by long-estab- 
lished social customs drunkenness 
hardly exists, and on the other con- 
tention that Americans who are not 
affected by such customs are pecul- 
iarly prone to excesses if they drink 

■>*st all. Evidently conditions are bad 
enough in Germany to stimulate a tem- 
perance propaganda. Evidently there 
is drunkenness enough to constitute a 

public nuisance. 
The Record-Herald then goes on to 

state some important facts about Chi- 
cago, facts that are specially interesting 
in view of the repeated assertions of 
late that the liquor business is “under 
excellent control” here, and producing 
“comparatively few evil results.” The 

Record-Herald says: 
As for the proposed regulations, 

they remind us of scenes on Chicago 
street cars that suggest the need of some 

such scheme for the relief of sober 
people. After picnics that are held 
here Saturdays and Sundays, “drunk” 
specials would be quite in order. The 
conductors themselves complain of a 

patronage that is disgusting to all the 
senses. Furthermore, aside from this 
question of carload lots, there is the 
ever-recurring question of the nuisance 
daily created by the occasional 
“drunks” who board cars at all hours. 
They befoul the atmosphere with their 
reeking breath, sprawl over the seats 
to the great discomfort of other pas- 
sengers, are sometimes offensively 
noisy when they are good-natured, and 
always loud and threatening when they 
are ill-tempered. 
Anyone who has the misfortune to 

ride upon the street cars of Chicago late 
at night knows that this representation 
is accurate. 

A BIT OF HISTORY 

^The Philadelphia Record publishes a 

review of the Prohibition movement in 
Pennsylvania in which it reverts to the 
campaign of 1889 and says: 

As a state issue, the liquor traffic 
came up a third time in 1889. On this 
occasion the citizens were asked to 

decide whether they wished a Prohi- 
bition amendment to the state con- 
stitution. A special spring election 
was given over to the question. Many 
will remember the excitement created 
by possibility of such an amendment. 
There were few stay-at-homes on elec- 
tion day, the total vote polled being 
close to 800,000, of which 300,000 were 

polled for Prohibition, and the half- 
million against. Philadelphia objected 
more strongly to going dry than ever, 
the Prohibitionists being outnumbered 
four to one. 

But the Prohibitionist sentiment was 

recognized by the political leaders of 
the day as important enough to secure 
some concession, and this was granted 
even prior to the vote on the Prohi- 
bition amendment in the form of a 

high license act, or Brooks law. Poli- 
cal wiseacres are agreed that this 
staved off a Prohibition victory on the 
amendment vote, and mollified public 
opinion. 
The Record, inadvertently, without 

doubt, neglects to tell its readers, in con- 

nection with this interesting matter, 
what “many will remember,” that dur- 
ing the campaign the Record sold itself 
to the liquor interests to peddle the dirty 
lies of the distillers and the brewers for 
60 cents a line. 

A VIEW OF LOCAL OPTION 
The New York Christian Advocate, 

in an editorial called forth by an utter- 
ance of a liquor dealers’ association, 
“points the moral” more clearly than 
it itself seems to perceive. Quoting 
the liquor dealers as saying: “We re- 

commend that drastic steps be taken to 
remove from the sphere of politics the 
so-called saloon question,” the Advocate 
says: 

The saloon question can never be 
removed from the sphere of politics 
so long as it is licensed. The nearest 
way to come to taking it out of politics 
appears to be local option. 
True, but why should we want to 

take the question'out of politics? It is 
a political question; its proper solution 
is possible only in politics; local option 
tends to delay the solution by obscuring 
the political character of the question. 
Why then waste time on local option? 

THE MAN WITH A 
RUBBER CONSCIENCE 
BY BERNIE BABCOCK. 

lie had no vulgar “rubber neck,” 
Nor yet a “rubber face”; 

Anatomy of this base sort 
He held was a disgrace. 

His face was “real benevolent” 
And lit with many a smile, 

While many a sympathetic look 
Glanced over it meanwhile. 

A sot was the most woeful sight 
His eye had e’er beheld; 

Whene’er he saw a drunkard’s child 
His indignation swelled. 

Whene’er he saw a drunkard’s wife 
It made him strangely sad; 

Whene’er he saw a whisky keg 
It made him fighting mad. 

He made long prayers and sang sweet songs, 
And pounded with his fist, 

And said: “This traffic, brethren, 
Must sure be ground to grist! 

Must be ground fine as grist—Help, Lord!” 
And then he pounded more, 

And sometimes he waxed fiercer yet 
And stamped upon the floor. 

* * * 

His tender conscience pained him sore, 
Until election day; 

And then it stretched and stretched and 
stretched 

In a most curious way; 
For with the brewer, boss and thug 

He soon forgot his prayers, 
While his strange conscience stretched, until 

His vote was just like theirs. 

-Let’s Settle it in 1908” -The National 
Issue Club in Action 

-.’08- 

THE AIM:—To make NATIONAL PROHIBITION OF 
THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC the Dominant Issue of 1908 ! 

-’OS- 

THE WAY:—The names of 5,000,000 voters signed to the 
National Issue pledge will not only do this, but as well insure 
Victory! 

-’08- 

THE FIRST STEP:—Every voting Prohibitionist in America 
ought to sign the National Issue pledge immediately. There are 
at least 500,000 of these. 

-’08- 

THAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP. 

-’08- 

THEN:—Every Prohibitionist who signs the National Issue card 
should send it in to National Headquarters, from which he will promptly receive the unique NATIONAL ISSUE BUTTON and a package of ten 
NAl IONAL ISSUE blanks. These blanks should be put in circulation 
at once and the ten new signatures secured and forwarded to Headquar- 
ters within one week. 

In turn each voter who signs the NATIONAL ISSUE card will re- 
ceive a BUTTON and a package of blanks to use among his friends. 

The best way to start this NATIONAL ISSUE CLUB movement 
is to start it at once in your district. 

National Chairman Jones asks that at least 1,000 Prohibitionists in 
as. many districts write today for blanks and send in their ten names each 
within the first week. That will set the ball rolling and show that it can 
be done. 

-’08- 

A FEW HUNDRED CHICAGO PROHIBITIONISTS in less than 
three weeks have just secured 50,000 signatures to a petition for a straight 
local Prohibition election in this big city. The canvassers average getting 
from fifty to ninety-five names out of every hundred men approached. 

If that can be done in this liquor-soaked metropolis we should be able 
at least to do as well in circulating the NATIONAL ISSUE blanks 
throughout the country, one half of which has already driven out the 
curse so far as local laws can do it. 

-’08-- 

Let ten thousand Prohibitionists send in ten signatures apiece each 
week—that would mean at least 1,000,000 within ninety days! 

Let our 500,000 Prohibitionists do that just one week and the whole 
5,000,000 names would be enrolled. 

Is it worth trying? 
If you think so, get busy TODAY and help set the pace that will 

make the movement contagious. 
Let us resolve that 

WE CAN DO IT—that 
WE MUST DO IT—and 
WE WILL DO IT—and 
Then go ahead and DO IT! 

Here is one of the current startling editorial utterances in the daily 
press that is making the NATIONAL ISSUE CLUB movement inevitable 
and will yet make it irresistible. Read it through and put it in your pocket 
for use as you go out after your share of the 5,000.000: 

“AN APATHETIC PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN” 
John Temple Graves, in the New York Journal and Chicago Exam- 

iner, January 13, says under the above extraordinary editorial headline: 
“It is beginning to be understood that the evident apathy of the people on either 

side means a popular wearying with both parties. 
“Both parties have disappointed the people. Both parties have forfeited popular 

confidence, and therefore popular interest. 
“The people do not any longer trust the pledges of either organization. 
“Their platitudes have fallen too often on the ear to be unrealized in execution. 

The President, indeed, enlisted a burst of popular regard by his energetic but 
sporadic warfare on certain corporations; but, with the only vigorous and effective, 
but limited, reformer on either side out of the race, the interest of the people lags, and 
the whole Presidential campaign is going slowly and indifferently everywhere. 

“Unless something unforeseen—something stirring, something vital and definite— 
comes to awaken the people and put life and vigor and a sharp issue into the 
hustings, the campaign of 1908 promises to drag between a ponderous but amiable 
Ohioan.and an honest but persistent Nebraskan, who both believe and advocate prac- 
tically the same thing, until the November ballots give the quadrannial quietus to 
the mild excitement of a comparatively issueless election.” 

Well, there is a challenge to the Prohibitionists of the nation that 
ought to stir their fighting blood—unless something unforeseen .... 
comes????? Will you do your part to make it COMEf 

The National Issue Club Movement should soon teach what that 
“something” is. 

Write Today for those blanks—and your Button—more about that 
later—AND GET BUSY. 

NATIONAL ISSUE CLUB HEADQUARTERS, 
1301 The Temple, Chicago. 


