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The Woman’s Prohibition Club is the only or- 

ganization of women in the world working for 
political Prohibition. We have one object only, 
to induce men and women to vote the Prohibition 
ticket. We waste no time on anything else, 
tired of reforms that exist almost entirely on 

paper, realizing that the saloon is in politics, 
and we must fight it in politics. 

We believe that the Prohibition party today 
needs three things: First, efficient local organiza- 
tion; second, local funds; third, votes. We must 
have the third—votes—to win. We must use 

the first two to secure the votes. 

By “efficient local organization,” I mean local 
organization in every township and precinct that 
will get in touch with every voter. By “local 
funds” I mean that, in addition to our support of 
state and national work, we must finance our 

‘*si$cal work. We should not expect that the state 
or national committees can carry the burden of 
the local work. 

The Woman’s Prohibition Club will help to 
solve these problems and in so doing will prove 
of inestimable value as an ally to party success. 

In order to demonstrate the practicability of our 

ideas we went into the campaign in the Fortieth 
Senatorial district in Illinois in the fall of 1906. 
This district is composed of four counties. The 
Woman’s Prohibition Club furnished a woman 

whose time was used by the campaign commit- 
tee. The territory of the district was pretty 
thoroughly covered. She held one 

_ 
meeting in 

each township and organized a working commit- 
tee of women to canvass the entire township, put- 
ting a campaign document into the hands of every 
voter in the township. Five weeks were spent 
in this kind of work, in the rural districts. The 
value of this was shown in the election returns. 
Hundreds of voters were won to our party who 
otherwise would never have heard the name of 
our candidate. Three of these counties were car- 

ried by the Prohibitionists. The Hon. Wm. P. 
Allen, who was at the head of our state ticket 
as the candidate for state treasurer, in speaking 
of our work in public meetings says: “If Mrs. 
Walker had been sent over the entire state I 
would have been elected.” In one of the wards 
of Chicago our club made a house-to-house can- 

vass with campaign literature in the legislative 
fight. 

Most of our local clubs pay 10 cents per capita 
tax to the national club treasury. Henceforth in 
Illinois all money paid into the local treasury 
will be retained for campaign work at home. 
What might we not accomplish if we had fifteen 
clubs in any one county, each club holding from 
$50 to $100 to defray the expenses of campaign 
speakers? That would mean $750 to $1,500 for 
local campaign work in the county. Any club 
can easily reach that amount of money. 

We are not making an attempt to build a great 
organization of women. We are seeking to de- 

jgfroy the organized liquor traffic, and we can 

~\how results, obtained by our methods. Victory, 
final and complete, will be ours when we num- 

ber a Prohibition vote for every whisky vote. 
There is much drudgery to be done before we can 

count that sufficient number of votes. “Blessed 
be drudgery.” 

Our latest work in Illinois was a creation of 

a Juvenile Division, composed of local “Home 
Protection Clubs” among the children. One of 
our newest clubs is planning to send out a Pro- 
hibition wagon in the coming campaign to can- 

vass an entire county with speakers and singers 
and distribute literature. 

The question has been asked, “How do you 
hold your organization together when there is 
no campaign on?” We have our program of 
study work outlined just as we would in a literary 
club, with this difference, the topics of a W. P. 
C. all bear on some phase of the liquor ques- 
tion. We study history, biography, et cetera. Be- 
fore a woman (or man) can do efficient campaign 
work she ought to know something of political 
economy, have a thorough knowledge of the 
temperance question, be well informed concern- 

ing the laws governing primaries and elections, 
and be thoroughly familiar with the liquor laws 
of the state and the nation. Men have had ages of 
political training, while women have had only 
slight opportunity. We discuss all these ques- 
tions in the W. P. C. The greater stress is laid 
on the political phase of the question and not 
on the religious side. We are not fighting the sa- 

loon ; we are dealing with the organized liquor 
traffic. We are not training women to ask for 
anti-saloon territory, but for a national laiv pro- 
hibiting the sale and manufacture of alcoholic 
liquor for beverage, with Prohibitionists holding, 
not only legislative, but executive offices as well, 
so that Prohibition laws enacted will be enforced. 
In short, between campaigns, each local organiza- 
tion becomes a training school for developing 
women into efficient party workers. The results 
are much greater where a club has been work- 
ing some months, developing thought and power. 
For instance, any election district that wants the 
aid of the women during the coming campaign 
should call some one of our field workers 

_ 
to 

organize the women now. When the campaign 
opens they will then have the situation well in 
hand. 

There is every reason to believe that fully 
one-half the counties in central Illinois can elect 
one or two Prohibitionists to county offices next 
year. Every county that goes dry under the 
new law will want a Prohibition sheriff and 
county prosecuting attorney. Get ready now. A 
little co-operation between the party leaders with 
the officers and field workers of the W. P. C. 
will result in great victories for the cause. 

I have touched on the local work only in Illi- 
nois. Kentucky and California, and many other 
states are doing fully as well. Wyoming is one 
of the latest states to be organized. Mrs. C. J. 
Sawyer, of Laramie, Wyoming, has recently ac- 

cepted the presidency of the club in that state, 
and will do splendid work. Mrs. Sawyer pos- 
sesses a beautiful voice and is a musician of 
marked ability. 

In the western states where women have the 
ballot, as they have in Wyoming, the Woman’s 
Prohibition Club can prove a great help to the 
party. 

At present we are making no attempt to soar 

skyward, but we are keeping close to the ground, 
looking well after the essentials. “Out to win” 
victories can only be ivon when we can get every 
old party voter in touch with the situation. As 
yet the Prohibition party does not possess suffi- 
cient funds to cover the field with paid organ- 
izers. Will you accept the means we now place 
at your disposal? Will you recognize our labor 
and influence as you have declared, again and 
again, you would have the government recognize 
our ballots? 

T shall be glad to hear from all state, county 
and township chairmen who want Woman’s Pro- 
hibition Clubs organized in their fields of work. 

Decatur, III. 

[The Rev.] P. H. Arlington :—I am more than 
pleased with The National Prohibitionist. It is a 

potent factor in our party work and an inspiration 
to our people. Many temperance men in the old 
parties are now trembling in the political balance. 
The National Prohibitionist will help them to 
swing to the right side and clear away the fog 
that has clouded their minds. Yesterday I took 
three subscriptions from temperance men who 
had never voted the party ticket. I am quite sure 
that reading The National Prohibitionist will 
bring them into the party ranks. 

Sac City, Iowa. 

FANNING IN INDIANA 

“Wild Irishman” Raids Hoosier Towns, Filling 
Prohibition War Chest 

Indianapolis, January 23—(Special correspond- 
ence)—Michael J. Fanning, campaigning in this 
state under the management of State Chairman 
Lough, closed his first week’s work at Monte- 
zuma on January 23. His campaign promises to 
be a most successful one. The people turn out 

M. J. FANNING 
to hear him and having heard him make their 
pleasure manifest by large offerings. During the 
week he visited seven places and spoke ten 
times. Each place contributed as follows: 

Place. Cash. Pledges. Total. 
Mooresville .$35.50 $18.00 $53.50 
Greencastle 20.00 27.00 47.06 
Brazil 22.45 17.25 39.70 
Terre Haute. 16.50 35.50 52.00 
West Terre Haute. 8.90 48.00 56.90 
Hillsdale 32.50 21.00 53.50 
Montezuma 19.27 56.00 75.27 

Totals for week.$155.18 $222.75 $377.93 

THEY ABANDON HOPE 

Liquor Men in Mississippi Give Up the Fight 
—“All Over But the Shouting” 

Jackson, Miss., January 20— (Special corre- 

spondence)—The liquor interests have practically 
given up all hope of preventing the enactment of 
a Prohibition law in Mississippi. 

When the legislature opened a strong force of 
liquor representatives from the license counties 
of the state came upon the ground and were met 
here by liquor lobbyists from other states, brought 
in to help the fight. These fellows made a care- 
ful poll of the legislature. They found the lower 
house almost unanimous for Prohibition and con- 

cluded that only fourteen out of forty-five sena- 

tors could be even hoped about. 
As a result, the valiant crusaders “folded their 

tents like the Arabs and silently stole away.” 
The president of the National Association of 
Liquor Dealers was on his way here from New 
York, but was stopped by telegraph at Louisville 
and told to go home, that it was “all over except 
the shouting.” 

At present the liquor men are trying to get 
some slight concession in the way of making the 
proposed law less drastic and putting off by a little 
time its going in force. That is their only hope. 

Frank P. Howe:—After having been a sub- 
scriber for The New Voice since 1884 and after 
going through the fire with it, I was much dis- 
couraged at its disappearance but I hail with de- 
light its resurrection in The National Prohibition- 
ist. I will help the new paper as I always helped 
The Voice, and I shall look for it weekly with 
delight. I have been in the fight since Neal 
Dow’s day and am stronger now than ever for 
no compromise. 

Wooster, Ohio. 
V 


