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Chicago, February 6, 1908 

0 lookout, leaning from the mast. 
What of the night? The shadows flee; 

The stars grow pale; the storm is past; 
/I blood-red sunrise stains the sea. 

At length, at length, 0 dauntless wills, 
0 dreamers’ hearts that naught could tame, 

Superb amid majestic hills 
The domes of Eldorado flame! 

THE SUMMONS 

We never before faced just such an hour— 
an hour of such possibilities and of such 
duties. 

The long-sought port is just in sight; the 
prize of the weary race is almost within 
grasp; the morning of victory for which 
we have fought and sacrificed and suffered 
is dawning. 

To drop the figure, we mean to say that 
the accomplishment of the Prohibition re- 

form, if we correctly read a thousand signs 
of progress, is within the possibilities of a 

future so near and so immediate that we 

can hardly realize it. 
The hour finds many of us worn and 

spent with the battle. 
It finds some of our purses light from 

the sacrifices that have been made in the 
long campaigns of the years past. With 
some it finds youthful energy gone, shoul- 
ders bowed and sight grown dim. 

But it finds us an army of veterans, sol- 
diers whom nothing in the past has ever 

daunted, soldiers who have never turned the 
back to the enemy, soldiers who, in the 
darkest midnight of discouragement and 

seeming defeat, have answered every shriek- 
ing messenger of ill with a cheer, a 

new advance and preparation for a mor- 

row's victory. 
To such veterans, the final victory is well 

committed in an hour like this. We are 

the men and women who must rise to this 

supremest of occasions and, uniting in our- 

selves the enthusiasm of the new recruit 
with the sturdiness of the tried veteran, must 
hold the center in the one more battle 

that shall crown the struggle of the years 
with perfect victory. 

Prohibitionists of the Prohibition party, 
we summon you, for the cause’s sake, for the 

party’s sake, since the party is the cause, 
for the nation, for the unborn millions, for 
the years to come—we summon you to devote 
once more “life, fortune and sacred honor” 
to make the campaign of 1008 the one which 
shall be remembered in the history of the 
nation and of the world forever, down all 
the years when the curse shall be no more, 
as the campaign that broke the power of the 
drink traffic and saved the American Re- 
public. 

THE Y. M. C. A AND THE GOVERN- 
MENT IN PANAMA 

It seems to us a serious misfortune that 
the International Committee of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association has become so 

entangled with compromising and question- 
able situations and conditions maintained by 
the government of the United States in the 
Canal Zone. There is reason to believe that, 
upon the part of the government, there has 
never been anything like honesty in the 
alliance between the corrupt officialdom of 
the Zone and the Y. M. C. A. That alliance, 
on the side of the government, was born 
of a desire to placate the moral element of 
the American people who demanded that 
something of a religious nature should be 
done upon the Isthmus, coupled with an 

impatience to be free from the “espionage” 
of missionaries not under government con- 
trol. The results of such a combination 
could give no promise of good. 

As clubhouses, to furnish places of en- 

tertainment, the four great buildings which 
the government has built in the Canal Zone 
are excellent. There was criminal delay in 
their building and equipment. The Asso- 
ciation’s representatives upon the Isthmus 
wasted valuable time and allowed infamous 
agencies to gain a fatal advantage by their 
persistent refusal to begin work until it 
could be begun in government quarters and 
upon the scale of magnificence that the 
clubhouses provide. It is, too, in our judg- 
ment, a lamentable mistake that such an im- 
portant point as the city of Panama is 
unprovided with one of these places of 
recreation. Still, upon the whole, these re- 

sults are for improvement. 
But when the clubhouses are called “Y. 

M. C. A.s” and when the Young Men’s 
Christian Association is to an extent made 
responsible for them and is drafted into the 
field to defend them and all that belongs 
to them, the result is lamentable for that 
organization. Dance halls, cigar stands, Sun- 
day card playing—these are features of 
these “Y. M. C. A.s” on the Canal Zone, 
and the International Committee of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association is busy, 
protesting with the one breath that it has 
no responsibility for these features, while 
with the next it defends these same features, 
and all the time is sending out literature 
claiming the credit for the whole combina- 
tion. 

We do not feel inclined to charge blame 
against the Association’s authorities, we 

lament that they have fallen into such a 

situation. 
But there is a graver feature of the case. 

There have been placed in our hands certain 
pieces of literature which are being sent out 

from the International Committee’s head- 
quarters on West Twenty-ninth street, New 
York, in regard to the work upon the Isth- 
mus, among which is a circular letter to 
t he churches and religious people of the, 
country in which the following statement 
appears: 

“The government is doing everything it can 
do for the moral uplift and social welfare of 
the men. It is regulating the saloons and the 
police force is doing good work.” 

We hesitate to apply to this passage the 
harsh but truthful term that it merits. The 
least offensive statement of truth that can be 
made concerning it is that it is absolutely 
untruthful. 

The government is licensing the saloons: 
it creates them. There is no reason nor war- 

rant for their existence, except the will of 
ihe Canal Zone government that exists solely 
by virtue of the authority of the Presidenl 
of the United States. 

Does the International Committee of the 
Young Mem’s Christian Association desire 
the world to understand that it believes that, 
when a government has created a saloon 
and then created a series of paper regula- 
tions for it, and hired a police force to 
notice the violations of the regulations, it 
lias done all that it can for “moral uplift”? 
Is that the Y. M. C. A. standard? 

Nor is the question of moral uplift or 

immoral downpull confined to the saloons 
of the Zone or to the saloons alone. The 
cities of Colon and Panama swarm with 
saloons that are not even “regulated.” They 
fester with vice of the most abominable 
sort. The government of the United States 
could cleanse both of those cities and trans- 
form them into safe, decent places for hu- 
man habitation in a moment, if it so de- 
sired—if the President willed it. No intel- 
ligent man doubts the ability of our gov- 
ernment to do so! No honest man dispute?" 
such ability or the power of the President. 

There is great need for Christian work 
upon the Isthmus of Panama. Those who 
read the articles of the editor of this paper 
in The Defender, last spring, are well aware 

of that fact, but that the United States gov- 
ernment should so control the agencies of 
Christian work there as to be able to use 

them for a shield and cloak of its worse than 
heathenish immorality, is a disgrace to the 
American people and a misfortune for the 
religious organization so controlled. 

NEW YORK'S ORGANIZATION PLAN 

It seems to us that the plan of work which 
the state committee of New York has under- 
taken and upon which much emphasis has 
been laid in communications from the chair- 
man in that state, published in this paper 
recently, is one that ought to have the active 
support of all the Prohibitionists of the 
state, and one that ought to appeal to the 
political common sense of every Prohibition 
voter. 

The history of the Prohibition movement 
in New York state is interesting and highly 
instructive. Its beginnings, as a force in 
the politics of the state, date back to 1884. 
when a great number of “'practical politi- 
cians” from the two old parties came intc 
the Prohibition party under the impulse of 
that campaign and the successes that it won 

These men brought, not merely their vote.- s 

but political commonsense, knowledge of po 
litical methods and the desire and determi- 
nation to win. Their presence in the party 
ranks was largely responsible for the splen 
did work of the campaigns which were 


