
managed by Mr. Fred F. Wheeled, while 
state chairman and by his successor, Mr. 
Frances E. Baldwin. 

But death, removal and discouragement 
^thinned the ranks of these men and we had 

not, unfortunately, built- up any consider- 
able force to succeed them. So there fol- 
lowed years of earnest endeavor and splen- 
did self-sacrificing work, under the leader- 
ship of men whose names are worthy of the 
highest places in the history of the move- 

ment; but accurate and effective political 
organization Avas absent. We talked of it: 
we struggled for it; avc sbav its necessity; 
but Ave never achieved it. 

As a result, the Prohibition vote in NeAv 
York state has dAvindled seriously, until the 
politicians of that state ha\'e come to con- 

sider it a neglible quantity. 
If Mr. Pitts had no other qualification to 

commend him to the Prohibitionists of the 
Empire State than his clear perception of 
the necessity of complete organization and 
the energy with Avhich he is devoting him- 
self to the attaining of that end, that alone 
Avould entitle him to, not praise—Who cares 
for praise?—but support and the loyal help 
of every man Avho believes in the cause and 
who Avants to see the old Empire State in 
her rightful place of leadership and prog- 
ress. 

THANKS. MR. PRESIDENT 

Many of us have felt for a long time and 
still feel that Mr. Theodore Roosevelt 
has exhibited a lamentable slowness (in 
sorry contrast with his usual prompt, not 
to say precipitous, ways) in failing to rec- 

ognize the saloon evil. A change has 
dawned. At length, in a measure—small 
perhaps, but appreciable—the President has 
signified that he recognizes what the saloon 
is. 

In his message of last week speaking of 
certain “undesirable citizens” he says that 
they stand “on the same moral level 
with the creature who fattens on the blood 
money of the gambling house and the sa- 

loonr 
That lacks a good deal of offering a plat- 

form, but it serves as a definition and testi- 
fies that, at least, the President is not liquor- 
blind. The saloon is a thing of “blood 
money.” That will serve to start with. 

Thanks, Mr. President. 

THE WOBBLY POST 

The Washington Post, with a delicate 
touch of the thoughtless, naive mendacity 
for which it is justly famous, says: 

“We also know that Prohibition has made more 

liars than teetotalers, and has bred a crop of law- 
breakers wherever it was enacted.” 

The statement is hardly worthy of. digni- 
fying in an argument. It simply is not true. 
It would be just as truthful and just as 

reasonable to say that the law against horse- 
stealing has made thieves, and the law 
against taking human life, murderers. 
Wherever any course of evil conduct is legis- 
lated against, the men who disobey the law 
find themselves, by that fact, under the law’s 
penalty. They become law-breakers, how- 
ever, not because the law was enacted, but 
because they chose to follow the evil course 

forbidden by the law. 
In spite of all this the Post feels con- 

strained to conclude its editorial with this 
significant sentence: 

“Yet if we had a Prohibition that prohibited it 
would work wonders for happiness and prosper- 
ity.” 

It probably would require the expenditure 

1 he liquor traffic is a cancer in society, eating 
out its vitals and threatening its destruction; and 
all attempts to regulate it will not only prove 
abortive but aggravate the evil. No, there must 
be no more attempts to regulate the cancer; it 
must be eradicated; not a root must be left be- 
hind. The most effectual [remedy]- would 
be the passage of a law altogether abolishing the 
liquor traffic, except for mechanical, chemical, 
medicinal and sacramental purposes, and so 
framed that no principle of the constitution of the 
state, or of the United States be violated. .If, 
however, the enaction of such a law cannot nozv 
be obtained, still let every friend of temperance 
frozen upon all efforts at regulating the cancer. 

Any license laze, however stringent, must even- 

tually increase the evil. Much better to leave the 
liquor-seller to the freedom of his ozvn zvill and 
to conduct the traffic at his ozvn hazard, but hold 
him responsible for the evil that he does.—Abra- 
ham Lincoln, by indorsement, January 24, 1833. 

of a good deal of effort to convince the Post 
of the fact—but fact it is—that we can have 
not only Prohibition that prohibits, but Pro- 
hibition that prevents, just as soon as the 
American people are willing to take the line 
of political action dictated by common sense 

and put in power, where Prohibition laws are 
in force, a political party in harmony with 
the law. 

THE ISTHMUS AND CONGRESS 

While the Members of Congress and Sen- 
ators are questioning Colonel Goetiials con- 

cerning conditions upon the Isthmus, it is to 
be hoped that some of them will have the cour- 

age to make inquiries about moral affairs 
there. Practically every member of both 
houses has had the matter called to his atten- 
tion, and in the case of a few of them it was 

the privilege of the editor of this paper to 
point out to them actual conditions while 
they were upon the ground in Panama. They 
have information in plenty to conduct an in- 

vestigation. 
There is no doubt that some of the most 

glaring abuses which existed upon the 
Isthmus a few months ago, have been cor- 

rected since, and directly because of the ex- 

pose made in The Defender last spring. The 
new Sunday closing law, the more extreme 
regulations of the license law, a little more 

of ostensible decency in pushing prostitution 
out of sight—these have come from that ex- 

pose; but that conditions still are very far 
from what they should be is also beyond 
question. 

Liquor is still sold the length of the Canal 
Zone, and is doing its damnable work among 
our young men. The cities of Colon and 
Panama are still festering with vice, cess- 

pools of every possible iniquity, and the 
power of the United States government to 

change all this is unquestionable. 
Congress will be recreant to its duty if it 

does not call this matter to the attention of 
Colonel Goethals, obtain from him full offi- 
cial information upon the subject, and satisfy 
itself and the moral people of the United 
States that real reform will be at once intro- 
duced. 

FILIUS NULIUS 

The News and Observer of Raleigh, N. C., gives 
a plain illustration of the fact that Prohibition 
without a party behind it is always a filius nulius 
(nobody’s child). That paper concedes that state 

Prohibition is sure to come in North Carolina, 
but says: 

“Is there more danger to the party in action 
now than in the possible attempt to instruct legis- 
lators to be chosen next November. ... If 

delay will help the party, immediate action should 
not be pressed.” 

The fact is that, both North and South, the old 
party politician, whether Republican or Demo- 
crat, cares absolutely nothing for the Prohibition 
issue and is willing to kick it up or throw it down 
for partizan advantage. 

Prohibition has been a total failure as a 

remedy for the evils of excessive drinking and 
an expensive experiment, as the results where 
it has been tried will prove.—From the Official 
Circular of the Liquor Dealers’ Model License 
League. 

Capital punishment has been a total failure 
as a remedy for murder and an expensive experi- 
ment, as the results where it has been tried will 
prove.—Resolution sure of Unanimous Adoption 
in any Convention of Sentenced Murderers. 

Speaker Cannon has made up the District of 
Columbia committee apparently with a view to 
preventing the reporting of a bill for Prohibition 
in the district.—The Dubuque Times. 

Sure; that’s the way government at Washing- 
ton is run now, less than a century and a half 
since our fathers fought their King for the right 
of a voice in public affairs. 

We look upon Prohibition as a humbug.—The 
Morning Call, Paterson, N. J. 

I here are some fellows in jail in Kansas and 
a choice lot of rascals just leaving Georgia and 
Oklahoma, and some police court attaches out of 
jobs in Birmingham and Atlanta who could as- 

sure you that you have “another ‘look’ coming.” 

I do not think that men can be legislated into 
angels—even red-nosed angels.—Col. Henry Wat- 
terson. 

Sure thing, Colonel, some men can’t. No legis- 
lature will waste its time on you. 

You may close the distillery and the saloon 
without abolishing drunkenness.—The New York 
Times. 

Sure; we’ve been telling you for years that 
the brewery and the hotel barroom have to go, 
too. 

Statistics show that total abstainers aver- 

age 51 years; habitual drinkers, 63 years.. The 
Prohibitionists, therefore, are likely to die out 
first.—Both Sides (Liquor Paper). 

Statistics show nothing of the sort. The Pro- 
hibitionists will live to buy your discarded outfit 
for junk. 

The National Prohibitionist: — All Hail I 
We gladly welcome a national party organ once 

more. Long may it flourish. I trust it may live 
until we see our government rid of complicity 
with the accursed traffic. When our government 
ceases to protect the traffic with its tax receipt, 
then may we hope to rid our land of its devas- 
tating curse. Until then we mean to pray and 
work and vote toward this desired consumma- 
tion. 

I am in this war to the end with all the powers 
God has given me. For one thing I know that 
His kingdom cannot come until this thraldom of 
satanic devices is banished from the earth. 
Neither can we truthfully say as patriots that the 
Star Spangled Banner in triumph doth wave, o’er 
the land of the free as long as the millions are 
enchained to the drink habit. 

May God aid you in the blessed work of 
cementing the temperance forces into one solid 
phalanx for victory. 

Fred. T. Stevenson. 
Promise City, Iowa. 


