
PRAIRIE STATE NEWS 

CAPTURE THE LEADERS 
Io tiik Prohibitionists ok Illinois:—Our state executive committee feels it very important to 

have i'hc National Prohibitionist in every parsonage and newspaper office in this state. The clergymen 
and the editors arc the men who sometimes do not get a clear vision of the political condition—they 
are the men who are influential and are in a position to do us much good. It is therefore the wish 
;>f your committee that Illinois Prohibitionists, everywhere, at once induce their preachers to take The 
National Prohibitionist. 

Many pastors are not able to take all the papers they should have in their homes, and therefore, 
if they are willing to read it, it would be a good investment for Prohibitionists to subscribe for it 
for them. The same is true of editors and they are not always willing to exchange. 

Let this be a personal appeal to each reader of i'hc National Prohibitionist in our state to look 
this matter up, immediately, in the respective towns and cities in the state. 

Let us have 7 lie National Prohibitionist in every parsonage and newspaper office in Illinois before 
March 1. 

In sending in subscriptions be sure to put ‘‘Rev.” before the names of preachers so that they 
can be identified on the list. 

This is an important service and ought to have immediate attention. 
It is fitting that \vc celebrate Lincoln’s ninety-ninth birthday, February 12, by canvassing for these 

subscriptions and also deciding how much we will invest in sending this paper to the preachers and 
editors in our respective counties. Lincoln was the first and greatest Prohibitionist of our great 
state, and we should emphasize that fact. 

With The National Prohibitionist in 5,000 parsonages and 1,000 newspaper offices, the Prohi- 
bition cause would have a tremendous up-lift during this campaign. 

Let every Prohibitionist consider this matter immediately. 

State Chairman. 

THE ILLINOIS PRIMARY LAW: IMPORTANT NOTICE 
To Illinois Prohibitionists:—The legislature has finally passed a complicated primary law which 

will require much labor and work on the part of Prohibition committees throughout the state. 
It is a splendid law, providing that committeemen and candidates for all offices shall be 

nominated at a primary held this year on Saturday, August 8. 
The new law will make necessary the holding of two state conventions. Our first convention 

will be held just the same in Springfield May 6, to elect delegates to the national convention, name 
Presidential electors and receive much important instruction as to how to operate under the new 
law. The second state convention will come in September and will formulate the platform. County 
conventions will be held just the same and all are supposed to come off before April 1. E. W. 
Chafin, John H. Hector and Representative Gaumer will assist the state chairman in opening these 
conventions. 

A. E. Wilson, 
State Chairman. 

EDWARD E. BLAKE. 
Who Leads Illinois Legislative Fight 

ILLINOIS’ LEGISLATIVE FIGHT 

Edward E. Blake to Head Movement to Send 
a Host of Prohibitionists to Springfield 

[A Headquarters Bulletin.] 
Can the Illinois legislature be captured by the 

Prohibitionists this year and a state Prohibition 
law passed next winter? 

The Prohibition state committee believes it can, 

and is going to try it. feeling sure it can at least 
get the balance of power which will mean a 

strong control, with the possible organization, of 
the house. 

Recognizing that this is “Prohibition year” in 
Illinois the state executive committee at is re- 

cent session adopted plans for an aggressive, 
systematic canvass of the state in the interest 
of the Prohibition candidates for the legislature. 
The scheme is to elect enough Prohibitionists 
to change the political complexion of the gen- 
eral assembly and assure to the citizens of Illi- 
nois some measure of real government by the 

people. 
The plans for this work, broad and practical, 

were laid before the committee by Edward E. 
Blake, former editor of The Home Defender. 
After their adoption Mr. Blake was unanimously 
selected to take charge of the legislative work 
of the state committee. 

As a practical political organizer Mr. Blake 
has few equals. He is strong in detail work, 
thoroughly business-like and level-headed. He 
is a young man of tremendous force, strong char- 
acter and knows how to do politics. Mr. Blake 
has spent most of his life in Chicago, has been 
a Prohibitionist for many years and at one time 
was business manager of the New Voice Com- 
pany and later secretary of the Cook county com- 

mittee. Mr. Blake is an active member of the 
Baptist church and his grandfather, the Rev. 
Archibald Kenyon, was one of the pioneer work- 
ers in Illinois. He will be a very able assistant 
under State Chairman Wilson, who has his hands 
more than full with the many duties of his office. 

The plan of campaign is based on the fact 
that the cumulative system for members of the 
legislature and the present favorable state of 
public sentiment give the Prohibitionists of Illi- 

nois an unusual opportunity to elect members 
of the legislature. It is proposed that the state 

committee shall exercise close supervision of 

legislative work in the state for the purpose of 

securing the nomination of the strongest possible_ 
candidates, of forming the most perfect organi- 
tion and raising additional campaign funds for 
the legislative fights. An organizer and field 
worker is to be placed in each county in the 

state, 102 in all, who will organize the counties 

by precincts, enroll the supporters of our legis- 
lative candidates, irrespective of party affiliation, 
and raise funds for legislative work in the dis- 
trict. By means of these organizers and the pre- 
cinct legislative committees which they will form, 
a thorough canvass of the state will be made 
and Prohibition party representatives will shake 
hands with more than two-thirds of the voters in 
the state. 

At least five, and probably more, additional 
Prohibition members of the legislature would 
have been elected in 1906 had the party been prop- 
erly organized and had the state commitee had 
sufficient funds. This year by the plan just 
adopted every precinct in every district will be 
fully organized by the middle of September and 
the organization thus effected will be capable of 
carrying on a campaign the like of which has 
never been seen in Prohibition politics. 

Not content with measures for exerting the 
full strength of the party, "the committee also 
authorized the raising of a special legislative 
fund of $10,000, to be used exclusively in those 
districts where the conditions are most favorable 
for the election of the Prohibition candidates. 

More than forty of the one hundred and two 
field workers have already been found. The re- 

maining number will be engaged as soon as pos- 
sible. This large body of workers is to be thor- 
oughly trained for the work, largely by means 

of a correspondence course in practical politics, 
conducted by Mr. Blake. 

Stated in a few words, the object of the cam- "■ 

paign will be to develop and call into play the 
full strength of the Prohibitionists of Illinois. 
1'he idea is that the way to win is to believe we 

can win. People will respond to large plans 
more readily than the small ones. It is fair to 
assume that the way to win is to put up a better, 
bigger and more effective campaign than the 
other fellows. Thus the committee expects to 
beat the old party politicians at their own game. 

CHICAGO WORK 

Brubaker Reports Another Month of Finan- 
cial Success 

The report of Mr. W. A. Brubaker, secretary 
of the Prohibition central committee of Cook 
county, for the month of January makes the fol- 
lowing showing: 

Six meetings were held under the auspices of 
the committee and addressed by Mr. Oliver W. 
Stewart. Four meetings were addressed by Sec- 
retary Brubaker. At Mr. Stewart’s meetings a 
total of $196.89 was pledged and at Mr. Bru- 
baker’s meetings a total of $422.47. This shows 
a total in cash and pledges for the month of 
$619.36, of which $185.21 was paid at the time 
when the pledges were given. In addition there 
was collected upon former pledges $285.80, mak- 
ing the total cash receipts of the committee for 
the month $471.01. 

The Meneley Bells 

Springfield, Mo., January 29—(Special corre- 

spondence).—The Meneley Bells of Chicago, who 
have been working in Missouri for more than 
two years, under the auspices of the state Pro- 
hibition committee, passed through this city today 
on their way to Texas, where they will enter 
Prohibition work. Mr. John G. Bauer of Cha- 
mois, Mo., is making dates for them and deliv- 
ering Prohibition addresses. The work of the 
Meneley Bells in this state has won them wide 
favor here. 


