
FIELD DAY IN DETROIT 

In Spite of Cold and Snow John Russell Union 
Holds Three Meetings in Michigan’s 

Metropolis 
Detroit, Mich., February 3—(Special corre- 

spondence).—The John Russell Union opened its 
winter campaign in this city yesterday with three 
splendid meetings. In spite of the most intense 
cold of the winter and a very bad condition of 
the streets on account of ice and snow, each meet- 

ing was a pronounced success. 
The speaker of the day was Mr. William P. F. 

Ferguson, the editor of The National Prohibi- 
tionist. At 10 o'clock in the morning he faced 
the congregation of the Haven Methodist Epis- 
copal church, on Sixteenth avenue, and for an 
hour reasoned of the duty of “The Worshiping 
Citizen.” He was splendidly supported by the 
pastor of the church, the Rev. Mr. Crosby, and 
made a fine impression. 

At 3 o’clock the union’s special meeting was 
held in the Church of Our Father (Universalist). 

1 he large auditorium was well filled, nearly all 
of those present being young men. A speaker 
seldom confronts a finer, more appreciative and 
receptive crowd. Mr. Ferguson was warmly 
greeted when he was introduced by the president 
of the union and was repeatedly cheered as the 
address proceeded. The discussion here was along 
the line of the financial argument against the sa- 

loon. A considerable number of new members 
were secured for the union. 

In the evening Mr. Ferguson spoke again at 
the Gratiot Methodist Episcopal church, address- 
ing a fine audience and having a careful hearing. 
At the conclusion of this address fifteen men, all 
but one of whom had been old-party voters, 
signed the “Ask Club’s” Voters’ Pledge. 

Randall in Detroit 

Detroit, Mich., January 31—(Special corre- 

spondence).—Mr. V. P. Randall, who is lectur- 
ing in this city for the Prohibition party, using 
a stereopticon, is meeting with very great suc- 

cess. It is anticipated that before his series of 
iifty lectures has been completed at least $2,000 
will have been contributed by the people for the 
Prohibition party funds. 

Mr. F. W. Corbett is carrying on a big cam- 

paign at Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor. 

MOORE NOT SO BLACK 

Former Prohibitionist Finally Stands Square 
in Michigan’s Convention 

Lansing, Mich., February 1—(Special corre- 

spondence).—The outcome of the fight for and 
against a Prohibition clause in the constitution 
of Michigan in the constitutional convention in 
session here seems to show that Mr. A. L. Moore 
is not as black as he has been painted. Mr. Moore 
was recently quoted in the Michigan papers, in- 
cluding those of his home town, as favoring a 
license clause in the constitution that would make 
the legalization of the traffic perpetual in this 
state. When this was told of in The National 
Prohibitionist, Moore, who used to be a Prohi- 
bitionist, was highly indignant, though he took no 

pains to secure correction in his home papers. 
However, when the matter came up for con- 

sideration Mr. Moore, who was chairman of the 
committee in charge of the matter, took a firm 
stand for Prohibition and against all the nice- 
looking “half-loaf” plans that the “model-license- 
law” people proposed. A good deal of pressure 
and some abuse were brought to bear, but Moore 
stood firm. 

As a result Michigan will not have a Prohibi- 
tion clause in her constitution, but she also will 
not be disgraced by having the license system 
nailed fast upon her by constitutional provision. 

Over the Border 

Mexico City, January 18—(A press dispatch). 
—J. N. Galbraith, the new general manager of 
the Mexican Central railroad, has issued formal 
notice that Prohibition among all employees will 
be strictly enforced. All drinking men will be 
discharged. It is the first railroad in Mexico to 
take this step. 

THE MINNESOTA PLAN 
BY NATIONAL SECRETARY CALDERWOOD 

A number of inquiries as to the plans and 
methods of the Minnesota campaigns received 
from all parts of the country is the excuse of the 

following detailed statement. 
Our campaigns have been middle-of-the-road, 

Prohibition party campaigns. There has been no 

trade, dicker, fusion, job, truce or other collusion 
with any other party, faction, or ring. We have 
stood for Prohibition, as the only means of re- 

storing the government to the people, and have 
insisted that it must come through the hands of 
representatives of the people, standing on the 

platform of a political party openly committed 
to that policy. Our campaign literature, posters, 
cards and speeches have all been openly for the 
Prohibition party. 

These points are emphasized, first, because 
many have somehow possessed themselves of the 
error that we traded national, state or local votes 
for legislative votes; second, because in some 

states where “Prohibition” legislators were elect- 
ed they were fusion victories, the members in 
some cases being officially recognized as the rep- 
resentatives of other parties; third, because some 

of the “Prohibition” campaigns have been so con- 

ducted as to conceal the fact that the candidate 
represented the Prohibition party or principle. 
The campaign card of a Prohibition nominee 
from another state for the legislature in 1906 is 
before me, on which no syllable or insignia of 
any sort or kind would lead the most careful 
observer to suppose that the man was sympa- 
thetic with any advance legislation on the tem- 

perance question, though the card contains 108 
words descriptive of the candidate’s qualifications 
and his platform of principles. 

Our most striking departure from the usual 
mode of Prohibition campaigns is the applica- 
tion of the military tactics of “massing the 
forces.” In setting forth some of the considera- 
tions which led to be adoption of the plan there 
is no intent to claim that it has the merit of po- 
litical wisdom. This article is descriptive, not 
argumentative. 

The license system is a creature of the law, 
and through that law the liquor traffic enjoys pro- 
tection. The law is wrong. It ought to be 
changed. A good law ought to be substituted. 
That spells Prohibition. The laws are changed 
by legislators. Hence legislators ought to be 
Prohibitionists. Again, we felt that we would 
have double influence with the voter if we could 
establish clearly in his mind a cogent and logical 
reason for supporting our nominees, based upon 
the claims of the party, rather than upon the 
doubtful basis of the personal superiority of our 
candidates. This eliminated the clerical offices 
from consideration. Finally we wanted to win, 
and it looked to us as though the “massing of 
forces” with the legislature as the objective was 
the way to do the job. 

An army officer reported to headquarters, “We 
met a vastly superior force, and, while we were 

put to rout, it is tantamount to victory that we 

escaped with honor.” That was fine and brave 
and makes good reading; but in practical warfare 
it would have been better if they could have es- 

caped with a few muskets, and blankets, and 
ammunition trains, and pie wagons, in addition 
to their honor. We have kept our honor and 
brought away some goods. 

So much, then, for our tactics, and the con- 
siderations that led to their adoption. 

Now, briefly, to the methods. We started on 
the hypothesis that the business of the Prohibition 
party, reduced to lowest terms, is to get the 
army of men who think alike concerning the 
liquor traffic, and talk alike as to its deserved 
death, to act alike under fire at the hustings. 
That means to their unity of thought and desire 
must be added unity of hope and purpose. 

We expect to accomplish this end through or- 

ganizers, usually one organizer for each legisla- 
tive district, to devote the five months preceding 
the election to undivided effort. In the largest 
districts more than one man will be employed. 
These organizers will organize each voting pre- 
cinct, and then see that the organization thus 
effected works. 

Tn this state the plans for 1908 call for ninety- 
four legislative organizers, nine Congressional 

district organizers, three general, and eight spe- 
cial organizers, making a total of 114 paid men. 
Under each legislative organizer will be a volun- 
teer precinct organization, averaging about eighty- 
four men to each organizer, or about 8,000 in 
the state. 

The business of this organization may be quoted 
from Abraham Lincoln’s instructions to a sim- 
ilar organization, “To overthrow the trained bands 
that are opposed us, whose salaried officers are 
ever on the watch, and whose misguided follow- 
ers are ever ready to obey their smallest com- 

mands, every friend of our worthy cause must not 
only know his duty, but must firmly resolve 
whatever of time and labor it may cost, boldly 
and faithfully to do it. It will be the 
duty of said precinct committeemen to keep a 
constant watch on the doubtful voters, and from 
time to time have them talked to by those in 
whom they have the most confidence, and to 

place in their hands such documents as will en- 

lighten and influence them.” 
As to results. The plan is new. It will have 

its first test on a comprehensive scale in 1908. In 
1902, the last year of the old style campaign, the 
general Prohibition vote of the state was 5,700, 
or less than two per cent of the total vote of 
all parties, indicating less Prohibition sentiment 
than in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Da- 
kota, Texas, Vermont, and Wisconsin. At the 
second election under the new plan of campaign 
our legislative vote was 32,000, or nearly twelve 
percent of the total vote of the state, and led 
every state in the Union in ratio of vote to the 
total. 

We had three men in the legislature, without 
the aid of the cumulative system, which is three 
times better than any other state under like cir- 
cumstances, and we elected a Prohibition sheriff 
to boot. 

It should be borne in mind that in 1906 we 

nominated in but thirty-one of the sixty-three 
legislative districts of tha state. In the territory 
covered our legislative candidates received over 

twenty-five percent of the total vote cast. 
The chief weakness of the plan is inability to 

find sufficient men. Our plans of 1906 contem- 
plated fifty organizers. We averaged sixteen. 
Could we have secured ten more reasonably ef- 
ficient men, we could have trebled our represen- 
tation in the legislature. U. S. Marshal Grim- 
shaw, the recognized political prophet of the Re- 
publican party, conceded us thirteen legislators 
the night before election. It is a tribute to his 
good judgment that the change of an average of 
but a few more than 100 votes in each of ten 
districts would have given us the exact number 
he named. 

A NORTH CAROLINA DISPENSARY 

Public Gin Mill in Tar Heel State Just Like at 

the Others 

Graham, N. C., January 30—(Special corre- 

spondence).—This little town of some three thou- 
sand people furnishes an excellent illustration of 
the working of the dispensary system. In spite 
of the warning that ought to have been given by 
the dispensary’s history in South Carolina, the 
institution was voted in here and began business 
on May 15, 1906. During the first quarter it 
showed a profit of $2,800 and has now been in 
operation six quarters and in the sixth quarter 
it showed a profit of $4,400 without increase of 
population. The total sales of the first year 
amounted to $40,000. The sales of the day be- 
fore Christmas, 1907, reached $931. 

Giarges are rife of fraud and stealing in con- 
nection with the dispensary. There are two illicit 
distilleries known to exist close to this place 
and one citizen is commonly known to be en- 

gaged in handling liquor unlawfully by the bar- 
rel and in large quantities. It is openly asserted 
that the dispensary officials buy illicitly distilled 
liquor at low rates and pocket the profits which 
come from the sale. 

The people are thoroughly disgusted and should 
there be any failure to enact the Prohibition law, 
will vote the dispensary here out of existence. 

“The saloon must go,” declared the W. C. T. 
U. convention. “Where to?” asked a mere man. 
“We don’t say such words,” replied the ladies, 
“hut we wish that it would start for there at 
once.”—The People. 

That speck you see on the horizon moving slowly this 
way is the water wagon.—Chicago Daily News. 


