
? ? ? THE ASK CLUB ? ? ? 

Superintended by E. W. MASON, Royal Oak, Micb. 

Conditions of Membership: 1. Signature of Pledge attached; 2. The 
securing of five signatures to the pledge, or five Subscribers for The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist, or five Signers and Subscribers. 

Every member will receive a Certificate of Membership. 

PROHIBITION PARTY 
VOTER’S PLEDGE 

Believing that the license system is the bulwark of the 

Liquor Traffic, I hereby promise that I will not vote for any 
Political Party that fails to declare openly against legalizing 
such traffic, and that in order to press this issue into promi- 
nence as the question next in order for settlement, I will co- 

operate with the Prohibition Party in Local, State and National 
politics. 

Name. 

Post Office.State. 

R. F. D. or Street.No. * 
4 

An Eye Witness 
The editor of The National Prohibi- 

tionist last Sunday evening had an op- 
portunity to see how the “Ask Club” 
plan works in the hands of enthusiasts. 

The occasion was a meeting in a lit- 
tle church in Detroit—not a big meet- 

ing nor important, just a sort of after- 
thought to the afternoon rally of the 
John Russell Union. 

The audience was just the average 
evening congregation of the average 
small city church—a good many women 

and children and not a very large num- 

ber of men. 

The address was not pointedly a Pro- 
hibition party argument—just a general 
and rather mild discussion of the duty 
of the Christian citizen in the situation 
created by the liquor traffic. 

So far as could be learned no special 
discussion of the Prohibition question 
had recently been heard in the church 
—it was not in any way specially pre- 
pared soil. 

The speaker did not arrive until after 
the service had commenced and did not 
know that any “Ask Club” effort was 
to be made and made no reference to it 
in his address. 

But at the conclusion of the meeting 
a little group of Prohibition workers, 
with the Voters’ Pledge blanks in their 
hands, began quietly to circulate among 
the people. There was no effort to cor- 
rall the crowd. There was no rush. 
Not a few got away un-“asked.” 

The thing was done so quietly that 
I did not know w hat was going on, until 

{ it wras all over. 
But the result? 

| They showed me fifteen signed “Ask 
■ Club” pledges. Of all the signers, so 

; far as I could learn, only one was a 
: regular voter of the Prohibition ticket. 

It taught me some things: 
I. That the people are ready, far 

more ready than I had dreamed, to sign 
a pledge that commits them, not only to 
the Prohibition principles, but as well 
to the Prohibition party. 

A great change has come, so swiftly 
and so silently that the cleverest of us 

100 Pledges on cardboard 25 cents, 
postpaid. 

100 Pledges on bond paper in tab- 
lets, 15 cents. 

These supplies can be ordered from 
E. W. MASON, Supt., Royal Oak, 
Mich., to whom all signed pledges 
should be returned. If you desire an 

answer to your letter to Mr. Mason, 
inclose 5 cents. 

Certificates of Membership will be 
furnished without cost. 

did not notice it. We are still laboring j 
under the impression that the public 
looks upon the Prohibition party through 
the same old eyes of scorn and contempt 
and distrust. The fact is that a large 
part of that is already gone and the rest 
of it is fast going. The public—the 
moral public and the churches in par- 
ticular, but to a considerable extent the 
“general public,” too—look up to us as 
the people who saw the dawn before it 
came. To an astonishing extent they 
are ready and willing to concede our 

leadership in the movement—more 
readily than most of us are to accept 
the leadership. 

II. The day is past when we need to 
disguise our movement—to sugar-coat 
our propaganda, so to speak. Nine out 
of every ten men whose consciences and 
minds have been enough aroused that 
they are willing to take any action upon 
the saloon question are willing to come 
all the way, straight over into our camp. 

My letters lead me to believe that 
this is, to an astonishing extent, true 
even in the southern states, where some 
of us have been almost ready to regard 
the party’s cause as hopeless. 

III. The idea that impressed me 
most was: How foolish it is not to 
work all our meetings. 

In the morning I spoke to a much 
larger audience in a finer church and 
made, by the way, a much better speech. 
But there were no “Askers” there; no 

attempt was made to get results, and, 
save as sentiment may have been 
strengthened, the whole effort “went in 
the air.” 

From now on I’m a convert to the 
idea of hand-picking our crowds at 
every meeting. They tell some great 
stories of success in Detroit. One of 
them was this: 

Last Friday night a party of our men 
boarded a street car, going upon an er- 
rand of party business. There were 
thirteen men on the car. None of our 
fellows knew any of them. But in a 
few blocks’ ride the signatures of six 
of the thirteen had been secured to the 
Voters’ Pledge. 

Our men insist that that can be done 
every time—or better—when Prohibi- 
tionists are willing to work. 

Wm. P. F. Ferguson. 

DON'T FORGET THIS 

\From the Wholesalers’ and Retailers’ 
Review■—(Liquor Paper, San Fran- 
cisco).] 

For more than twelve years this pub- 
lication has kept out of politics. Neither 
our news nor our advertising columns 
have ever contained a political announce- 
ment or an editorial expression, except 
that we have always opposed the Pro- 
hibition party and its principles as we 
do today. 

Illinois' Special Opportunity 
and ^ 

On another page of this paper State Chairman Wilson issues a call to 
Illinois Prohibitionists which should not be allowed to pass unheeded. The 
pertinence of Mr. Wilson’s observations is applicable to a field larger than 
Illinois, and The National Prohibitionist gives the workers of every state or 

section an equal invitation with the comrades of the Prairie State to engage 
in this important effort. 

In a very particular sense, however, the state of Illinois is an excep- j 
tionally important battle ground of the Prohibition reform" this year. It is 
one of the few states which have for years maintained a persistent, continu- 
ous campaign. The fruits of these efforts are by no means lacking. The 
state now polls the largest Prohibition vote of all the states of the Union. 
For six years she has had Prohibitionists representing the people in her 
legislative halls, and it is not impossible for a score or more of party Pro- 
hibitionists to be elected to the state legislature next fall. 

The entire state is on fire with Prohibition sentiment. A prominent 
politician, an office holder who has visited all parts of the state within the 
few months just past, recently declared that there is no political question 
talked about in Illinois.except Prohibition. Every city in the state, except- 
ing Peoria, and all the rural districts excepting those already carried against 
the saloon, will vote “wet” or “dry” in the spring elections next April. It 
will be the nearest to an actual referendum on the liquor question that the 
people of Illinois have had in more than fifty years. It is confidently pre- 
dicted that the returns will show a safe majority in the state against the 
liquor traffic. 

The natural result may very well be a state wide demand for a state 
wide prohibitory law, and Illinois may become the first northern state to join 
in the great tidal wave that is now swelling to overthrow the liquor traffic. 

With such favorable opportunities before the Prohibitionists of the state, 
Mr. Wilson’s call points out a very important line of work. 

It is absolutely imperative that there shall be no failure because of a 

lack of information among the moral leaders and teachers. The pastors and 
the editors should receive at first hand the most accurate and reliable sta^p 
tistics, facts and figures and other valuable information necessary to intelli- 
gent leadership on this question. 

Men and women in every state and of every political faith are looking 
to Title National Prohibitionist as the standard authority and the greatest 
source of accurate information relating to the Prohibition question. 

It is important, therefore, that this paper shall go directly to the homes 
of all the pastors in this great state, and to the editorial desk of every 
newspaper in the state, winning for the cause it serves the right of way 
over every other question. 

The National Prohibitionist joins with State Chairman Wilson in urging 
Illinois Prohibitionists to devote their time to this special work. Make 
Lincoln Day of this year—next Wednesday—memorable for the great deeds 
accomplished in placing the printed truth bearing on this great reform in 
the hands of preachers and editors. 

Prohibition voters, urge your pastors to subscribe. Urge your local 
editors to subscribe. If they persistently decline, ask them to read the paper 
if it is sent to them without cost. If they will consent, pay the cost your- 
selves, and see that they receive the paper. You cannot contribute a small ! 
sum of money more efficiently in any other channel. 

Heretofore The National Prohibitionist has been offered at the rate of 
sixty cents a year in clubs of five or ten. For the purpose specified in this 
call we will throw down the bars and accept new subscriptions for pastors 
and newspaper men in any number—one, two, three, five or ten or more—at 
the rate of sixty cents each. We would offer a lower price if we could, 
but this is actual cost. Though we add ten thousand names to the list at 
this price, we will not add one dollar of profit to the publishers. Our only 
stipulation is that the persons whose names are sent in under this offer shall be 
ministers or newspaper men. 

This offer is open to Prohibitionists in every state for the month of 
February, and its importance cannot be overestimated. But for Illinois, the 
situation is so full of immediate promise, and the necessity for definite action 
is so important that The National Prohibitionist joins with State Chairman 
Wilson in urging our comrades in the Prairie State to take the greatesW .. 

possible advantage of this special rate, and employ the natal day of hef 
greatest citizen in an effort to place the printed truth before additional thou- 
sands of honest leaders of moral thought. 


