
Last spring when the campaign for license 

opened up, Mr. Wasson threw himself into it 

and published a series of articles in the local 

paper. These articles were answered by Prohi- 
bitionists and it was generally conceded that his 

statements were completely refuted. He made 

great use of the so-called "statistics” of the so- 

called “Scientific Station for Pure Products 
that has its headquarters and publishes its organ 

from an obscure office in a tumbledown building 
over a saloon on Whitehall street, New York, 
and it was believed by many that he, like the 

“pure product” crowd, was under the pay of the 

liquor interests. Just on the eve of election, Mr. 
Wasson mailed a “final appeal” to the voters of 
the town, entreating them to vote for license, but 
whether it had any particular effect in determin- 

ing the result it is impossible to say. 
Since the election that carried our town for 

license last spring Mr. Wasson has taken every 

occasion to put himself in the limelight and of 
late his reputation, through his speeches at liquor 
dealers’ gatherings and the newspaper promi- 
nence he is able to secure, has become national. 
The Brooklyn Times last week advised him to 

secure the “job” of chaplain for the rum-sellers of 
the United States, for which position he seems 

to be eminently qualified. 

ASSAULT CAPITOL HILL 

Massachusetts Men and Women Demand That 

Legislature Let Them at Saloon’s Throat 

Boston, February 8—(Special correspondence). 
—A very energetic movement, demanding the 
submission of a prohibitory constitutional amend- 
ment to the people of the state of Massachusetts 
has been inaugurated upon the petition of State 
Chairman Jonathan S. Lewis of the Prohibition 

party. A hearing was had before the committee 
on constitutional amendments at the state house 

on Tuesday of this week. The crowd was so 

large that the hearing had to be moved to larger 
rooms than those at first provided, and in two 
sessions, morning and afternoon, representatives 
of various reform organizations laid the case be- 
fore the members of the committee. No remon- 

strants appeared. 
Among those speaking in behalf of the pro- 

hibitory amendment were the Rev. Bishop William 
F. Mallilieu, representing the Methodist Minis- 
ters’ Association of Boston; Mrs. Katherine Lent 
Stephenson, state president of the W. C. T. U.; 
National Grand Secretary Wylie of the I. O. G. 
T.; the Hon. J. B. Lewis, formerly a member 
of the legislature; Secretary Nicholls of the 
Twentieth Century Crusade; Mrs. F. E. Britten, 
state superintendent of Christian citizenship of the 
W. C. T. U.; John M. Fisher, the well known 
manufacturer of Attleboro and some thirty other 
people, men and women, including the repre- 
sentatives of many large manufacturing and 
building interests. Mr. Jonathan S. Lewis closed 
the hearing with a strong presentation of the 
case. 

In spite of the fact that no remonstrants ap- 
peared, the attitude taken by the committee was 

strongly hostile, the members expressing the opin- 
ion that public sentiment did not demand the 
submission of the question to the people. To 
bring further pressure to bear upon the com- 

mittee Mrs. Stephenson and Mr. Lewis are unit- 
ing in a call to the people of Massachu- 
setts to sign petitions in behalf of the 
submission of the amendment. Time is given 
up to the twentieth of February and all interested 
are urged to communicate with Mr. Lewis at No. 
101 Tremont street, Boston. 

Amen, Say We 

[From the Patriot Phalanx.] 
It makes us tired to read a big head-line, 

“Drys Win in -!” and then read that all 
that is meant is that a law-enforcement ticket 
has been elected. The idea that forcing saloons 
to close at 11 or 12 o’clock at night and on Sun- 
day makes a town “dry” is too ridiculous for any 
use. 

THE FIGHT IN CHICAGO 

How the Battle Goes in the West’s Metropolis—Great Liquor Demon- 

stration Falls Flat—Saloon Anarchy in Eclipse 

The past week has been one of considerable 
interest in Chicago in the circles of those who 

oppose and of those who defend the saloon. 
The effort to secure the 85,000 signatures of 

qualified voters necessary to bring the saloon 

question squarely before the people of Chicago 
at the coming municipal election failed. This 
failure was hardly remarkable, owing to the fact 

that, when the enterprise was undertaken, a very 
short time remained for the securing of names, 

and the further fact that certain professed anti- 
saloon interests, from which much help might 
have been expected, were bitterly hostile to the 

project and offered it all possible opposition. That 
in the little more than thirty days available sev- 

eral scores of thousands of names were secured 
to the petition, without adequate organization and 
without considerable funds, speaks volumes for 
the industry and courage of the men and women 

who did this work. 
The agitation was highly valuable, in that it 

brought out a fact of which many have been 
hitherto wholly ignorant—that an enormous num- 

ber of men in the city of Chicago who have never 

been known to be enemies of the saloon, stand 
ready to vote against it and need only rallying, 
leadership and organization to make them a po- 
tent factor in the liquor traffic’s overthrow. 

The liquor interests, acting in the name of the 
so-called United Societies, succeeded in filing an 

election petition, having, it is said, somewhere in 
the neighborhood of 175,000 names attached, call- 
ing for a vote upon the Sunday closing proposi- 
tion. The legality of such a vote, even under the 
broad terms of the public policy act, which pro- 
vides for what is known as the “little ballot” in 
this state, is open to serious question. If the 
time has come when in the state of Illinois a 

municipality may vote upon the enforcement of a 

statute of the state, a condition of anarchy is not 

very far away. It remains as yet to be seen 

whether the petition will be recognized and the 
question put upon the ballot. 

Concerning the liquor dealers’ petition, surprise 
has been expressed by some at the great number 
of signatures. When the situation is analyzed 
no ground for surprise exists. In the first place, 
there are more than seven thousand saloons in 
the city of Chicago, each of which was made a 

center for securing signatures. A little more than 
two hundred signatures secured at each saloon 
would account for the full number. But another 
important fact in the case is that the law which 
would have made it a felony for the Prohibi- 
tionists to have placed upon their list the name 

of a single man who had not himself personally 
signed the petition, did not apply in the case of 
the saloon interests, operating under the public 
policy act, and it was perfectly possible for a 

few dozen hired men of the brewers, in the back 
rooms of gin mills with the registration lists of 
the city before them, to fill endless pages of “legal 
cap” with the names of pretended signers. There 
is every reason to believe that a large majority of 
the names which appear upon the petition are, to 
all intents and purposes, forgeries. 

For weeks past the papers have told how, on 

Sunday, February 9, the liquor interests would 
hold a grand rally under the auspices of the 
United Societies, in the First Regiment Armory, 
to demonstrate the opposition of the people of 
Chicago to the attempt to enforce the Sunday 
closing law. This rally came off on Sunday last. 

It had been promised and telegraphed through- 
out the country that fifty thousand men would 
parade and that masses of people would jam the 

armory and hold numerous overflow meetings. 

In fulfillment of these promises, on the most 

beautiful Sunday of the winter, perhaps eight 
hundred men actually marched in parade, while 

some five thousand people were present in the 

Armory when the meeting opened and possibly a 

third of that number when it closed, and a few 
hundred more stood for a little time outside and 
listened to the “overflow” speakers, although there 
was ample room from the first in the unoccupied 
galleries to have accommodated all of them. 

The meeting demonstrated that the liquor in- 
terests of Chicago, with all the money of the dis- 
tillers and the brewers and with more than seven 

thousand saloons, can muster to a rally in behalf 
of the violation of the Sunday closing law some- 

thing less than one man or woman for each sa- 

loon in the city. 
The audience which went to the Armory found 

upon each chair a copy of four stanzas of the 
hymn “America” and a colored circular containing 
a frantic and indecent appeal for subscriptions 
to the liquor paper, Bar & Buffet. The speakers 
of the occasion had decidedly “toned down” from 
the recent utterances of the beer anarchists who 
have threatened bloodshed and bullets. They sang 
“America,” the band played “Onward Christian 
Soldiers,” and the procession carried American 
flags. Most of the speeches were in foreign lan- 
guages, but the leaders seemed to desire to avoid 
an appearance of a foreign demonstration. They 
praised Mayor Busse, who will not enforce the 

Sunday closing law, said many things about lib- 
erty and personal rights, denounced the state’s 
attorney, who is attempting to enforce the law, 
and threatened political death to any one who 
should attempt to stand between them and Sunday 
beer, but from the man who presided down to.^ 
the drunken janitor all were under a cloud of 
disappointment. 

The Sunday closing fight in Chicago goes on 

and will go on until the saloon anarchists are 

brought to obedience to the law. The Prohibi- 
tionists of Chicago will still carry on their battle 
and close the saloon, not one day, but seven days 
of every week, and the Prohibition workers of 
Chicago are more enthusiastic than ever in their 
hope of victory. 

PROHIBITION “RUINS” ACCIDENTS 

Atlanta Street Railroads Find Twenty Percent 
Less Casualties 

Atlanta, Ga., February 3—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The report which comes from Bir- 
mingham to the effect that not only crime but 
accidents are decreased by Prohibition, finds a 

parallel in this city. The officials of the Georgia 
Railway & Electric Company, which is the cor- 

poration operating the street cars in Atlanta, 
have just made an investigation of their records 
for January of 1908 as compared with the same 

month in previous years. As a result Mr. C. 
H. Matthews, claim agent of the road, gives out 
the statement that January, 1908, shows twenty 
percent less accidents than preceding Januaries. 
He also makes the statement that the officials 
of the company are unanimous in attributing the 
decrease to the prohibition of the liquor busi- 
ness. 

This decrease is explained in the fact that very 
many of the accidents in the past have happened ^ 
from slightly intoxicated persons trying to get 
off cars under motion; from drunken drivers ex- 

posing vehicles to moving cars, and sometimes 
have been caused by the partial intoxication of 
motormen. 


