
its four thousand wage-earners substantially 
twice that sum, $2,552,825. 

Again the figures are slightly disappointing, 
taken at face value and without comparison. 

When we push the examination a little 
further, we find the business of manufacturing 
liquors credited in the Census year with the 
purchase of materials to the extent of $11,- 
795,286. Examination, however, shows that 

the foundries and machine shops six times as 

great. 
However, for accurate comparison, in order 

to arrive at the real importance of the liquor 
business in the manufacturing of the state of 

Illinois, we must not compare it with any one, 

nor with any few lines of business. Table I, 
presented herewith, shows in the first column 
the figures of the Census concerning the busi- 

TABLE I 

Liquor Manufacturing 
in Illinois 

Establishments 136 

Proprietors 73 

Capital $52,783,011 
Clerks and Officials. 681 

Salaries $1,256,456 
Wage earners 4,006 
Wages Paid $2,552,825 
Material used. $11,795,286 

All Manufacturing 
in Illinois 

38,360 
41,191 

$776,829,598 
44,342 

$43,337,464 
395,110 

$191,510,962 
$739,754,414 

diis sum is inclusive of freight paid and also 

includes fuel and rent of power, and reckons 
twice over the raw material used in the manu- 

facture of malt. As nearly as values can be 

arrived at, the real sum paid for raw ma- 

terials by the liquor interests in the Census 

year 1900 was probably a little below $0,000,- 
000 or say $5,800,000. 

This sum hardly sounds as large as its ad- 

vertising by the liquor interests would lead us 

to expect. 
Any one who is familiar with the Census fig- 

ures turns in a moment to the proper pages 

and makes the discovery that there are many 

lines of business in the state of Illinois that 

TABLE II 

In Establishments .1 to 282 

In Proprietors .* 1 to 564 

In Capital .1 to 14 

In Clerks and Officials.1 to 65 

In Salaries .1 to 34 

In Wage Earners Employed.1 to 98 

In Wages Paid .1 to 75 

In Materials Used .1 to 62 

far over-tower in their financial importance 
the business of manufacturing liquor. For ex- 

ample, the manufacturing of agricultural im- 

plements, though in the Census year repre- 
sented by only ninety-four establishments, em 

ployed substantially ten million dollars more 

of capital,* gave place tor the labor of seven 

times as many clerks and officials, and had 
four and one-half times as many wage-earners 

upon its pay roll, paying them three times as 

much money as the liquor business pays, while 
it used fully three times the value of raw ma- 

terials. 

So small a business as that of manufacturing 
bicycles, which in 1000 was already far upon 
the wane—to say nothing about the business of 
'repairing—employed 4,088 wage-earners and 

paid them $2,144,806 of earnings, or, in other 
words, from the standpoint of the wage- earner, 
almost equaled the business of producing 
liquors. 

The boot and shoe business surpassed the 

liquor business, both in number of wage-earn- 
ers employed and in the amount of wages paid; 
the building of carriages and wagons stood 
about equal with the liquor business, while the 
business of building cars was substantially 
three times as great. The furniture business 
was substantially twice as great as the business 
of manufacturing liquors and the business of 

ness of manufacturing liquors of the state of 
Illinois, and in the second column presents sim- 
ilar figures for all the manufacturing interests 
of the state. 

From this it will appear that when it is com- 

pared with the manufacturing interests of the 

Tliis is accounted for by the fact that the 
business of manufacturing liquors employs, al- 
most entirely, grown men, without women or 

boys. This, again, would seem to be cdTrT-x^ 
mendable, but ceases to be considered so when Y 
it is remembered that there is no such potent 
factor for the driving of young boys and girls 
into the factories and sweat shops and the 

sending of mothers away from their homes to 

earn a living as this same liquor business. 

Pursuing the study of the liquor traffic’s con- 

sumption of raw materials, an interesting com- 

parison may be made concerning its use of 

grain and the grain production of Illinois’ 

splendid fields. 
In the census year the business of manu- 

facturing liquor in Illinois used about seven 

million (7,000,000) bushels of corn, but Illinois 
raised more than three hundred and ninety-eight 
million (308,000,000) bushels. In other words, 
assuming that the grain used was all purchased 
in the state, when fifty-six bushels of corn went 

from tiie farms of Illinois to fatten the cattle 
and to feed children with wholesome breakfast 
foods and to make the glorious old “hasty” 
corn-meal puddings, the liquor manufacturer 
came along and tried to buy the farmer’s con- 

sent to his infamous business by purchasing a 

little bushel-bagful of corn—usually his poor- 
est corn, at that, and to be used to bar the 

$11,795,286 

■ 
Total Raw Materials Used in Manufacturing Drink in Illinois (Census 1900) 

$739,754,414 

Total Haw Materials used in all Illinois Manufacturing (Census 1900) 

whole state, the liquor business sinks into com- 

parative insignificance. Table II shows the 
rate of liquor manufacturing to all manufactur- 
ing in Illinois in the different items which are 

tabulated in Table I. 
There is one slight apparent advantage upon 

the side of liquor manufacturing on the sur- 

face of these tables. It appears to pay a trifle 

higher rate of wages than certain other lines of 
business. 

farmers’ market for every good thing he has to 

sell. 
In the Census year Illinois raised twenty mil- 

lion bushels of wheat, but not a bushel of it 
did the liquor manufacturer use, though the*sa- 
loon closed the market for the sale of thou- 
sands of barrels of flour. 

Even of rye the distilleries of Illinois used 
less than one hundred and thirty-nine thousand 

(Continued on Page .5.) 

4,006 wage 
earners employed 
in making liquor 

in Illinois. 
(Census 1900) 

395,110 wage earners employed in ev.Il Illinois manufacturing 
(Census 1900) 


