
ANOTHER. CLERICAL BLUNDERER 

,The Rev. Dr. Crapsey of One-Time Heresy Fame Points to Euro- 
pean Freedom as Cure For Drink Evil—Some Facts 

in Correction of the Error 

n™,cS,!LbjeCt:~The D.r- Algernon S. Crapsey, of Rochester, New York, tells Chicago newspaper reporters that in Europe, where, as he says, there is freedom of liquor selling, there is no drink evil and that America can find a cure for the mischief of the saloon by following 
°J- ^U^v°peA The editor of Th« National Prohibitionist cites a few authorities upon the subject which Dr. Crapsey seems to have overlooked. 

The Rev. Dr. Algernon S. Crapsey, who, some- 

thing over a year ago, was in the limelight of 
public notice for some weeks because of his 
spectacular expulsion from the Protestant Epis- 
copal church upon the charge of heresy, has suc- 
ceeded in getting another installment of public 
notice by a rather remarkable championship of 
the saloon and the liquor business. 

Recently Dr. Crapsey was in Chicago for the 
purpose of holding a debate in which he was to 

contend against a certain well known liberal 
teacher that Jesus is a historical character, not 
a myth. Coming upon that errand Dr. Crapsey 
seized the opportunity to express his views con- 

cerning the saloon and is quoted by the daily 
papers of Chicago in the following strain : 

“I do not believe the saloon would be an evil 
of any consequence if it were not made so by law. 
I he solution of the saloon question lies in giving 

the greatest possible freedom consistent with the 
maintenance of order. 

l he European idea should prevail in this coun- 
try as to the liquor question. In Europe there is 
freedom as to the sale and purchase of intoxi- 
cants. 1 he result is that there is comparatively 
little drunkenness, as against conditions in this 
country. 

“One is very much impressed on the continent 
with the fact that the objectionable features 
which surround the liquor traffic here are con- 
spicuously absent. There is virtually no disorder 
over there and one sees little evidence of drink- 
ing to excess.” 

Anyone who is actually familiar with conditions 
in Continental Europe at once has his suspicions 
aroused that Dr. Crapsey is not a wholly well- 
informed authority upon the subject upon which 
he professes to speak. If anything is true con- 

cerning the liquor business in Europe, it is that 
it is under the strictest sort of “regulation.” A 
prominent German said, only a few weeks ago, 
that any attempt upon the part of the liquor- 
sellers of Germany to conduct their business in 
the fashion in which the saloons of the United 
States are conducted, would put every liquor- 
seller in Germany in jail inside of twenty-four 
hours. 

I his is less important, however, than the doc- 
tor’s misrepresentations concerning the results of 
drink in Europe. Dr. Crapsey comes from the 
city of Rochester, which is credited with a popu- 
lation in the neighborhood of 175,000. For pur- 
poses of comparison and for valuable commentary 
upon Dr. Crapsey’s theory, this may be compared 
with a German district of which the eminent 
scientist, Dr. Emil Kraepelin, tells us in an article 
which has been widely published in scientific 
journals. Dr. Kraepelin in 1S9S was at the head 
of a hospital in a district containing a little more 

than 640,000 inhabitants, urban and rural, say, in 
round numbers, four times the number of people 
who live in Dr. Crapsey’s city of Rochester. Dur- 
ing that year Dr. Kraepelin made a collection of 
newspaper clippings relating to crime and disor- 
ders produced by drink. Concerning this he 
makes the following statement: 

“In the year 1898 I collected all the news- 

paper notices of crimes due to alcohol committed 
in the district from which the patients in our 

clinic, were drawn. This district in the year 1898 
contained 640,673 inhabitants. Of these 237,770 
lived in towns, the majority of which were small. 
From the newspaper clippings I gathered that 
eleven persons were killed by alcoholics, while 
forty-seven were severely injured, nine dying 
subsequently from the effects of their wounds. 

I wenty-five brawls were reported in which a 
number of persons received minor injuries. On 
two occasions a riot took place in which the po- lice were overpowered, injured and even be- 
sieged, while a band of young roughs terrorized 
the whole population of the place. In seven 
other cases there was opposition to the state 
authorities, while on seven occasions great dam- 
age of various kinds was committed! Further- 
more, a fire, a robbery and a theft were the 
work of alcoholics. Not less than thirteen per- 
sons were injured, six fatally and one severely. I wo persons died from severe alcoholism; two 
committed suicide. 

“Manifestly my attempt to draw a picture ot 
the effects of alcoholism in daily life from statis- 
tics obtained from newspaper clippings were very incomplete. It is probable that only the most 
startling occurrences—and these onlv in part— 
came under my notice. But even thus it is ap- 
parent that during a single year in the district 
trom which this hospital receives its patients, 
twenty-one persons suffered a violent death as a 
result of alcoholic excesses, while at least fifty- four were severely and some dangerouslv wounded.” 

If conditions in Rochester are bad enough to 
war rant calling this, not merely an improvement, 
but, as Dr. Crapsey would have us believe, a cure, 
they arc even worse than most people have be- 
lieved. 

Iii the same article Dr. Kraepelin discusses the 
relation of drink to insanity in the whole Ger- 
man Empire. Upon this subject he says: 

“It is well known that in the asylums for the 
insane in the German Empire ten percent of the 
patients have been committed on account of men- 
tal diseases due to alcohol. In some institutions the 
number is as high as thirty percent, and even 
these figures do not include numerous cases in 
which alcohol has been an exciting but not the 
primary cause of the trouble—in cases of mania, 
epilepsy and paresis. In 1898 in the Heidelberg 
clinic, the alcoholics formed more than thirteen 
percent of the total number of patients; in the 
men’s ward alone the percentage being twenty- five.” 

This is the testimony, not of an American 
clergyman, taking a fleeting glimpse at conditions 
in a foreign country, but of one of the greatest 
scientists that Germany has produced, writing 
upon the drink question from the standpoint of a 

scientist. 
Dr. Crapsey’s attention might very profitably 

be concentrated for a few moments upon a docu- 
ment which even he could hardly fail to recog- 
nize as of much evidential value regarding con- 

ditions in the German empire. 
This document is a statement or manifesto, 

signed in 1907 by more than one hundred German 
professors of medicine and jurisprudence, holding 
positions in German universities. Translated by 
Professor J. G. Evert, the manifesto in part says: 

“More than half of the inmates of our penal 
institutions have been actuated to their criminal 
course by alcoholic indulgence, and about one- 
fourth of the male inmates of the insane asylums 
owe their deplorable condition to the same cause. 
Domestic misery, poverty and criminality follow 
in the wake of this poisoner of the race. 

“Alcohol has been shown to be the cause of 
one-tenth of the deaths among the adult popula- tion. Thirteen hundred deaths occur annually in 
Germany alone in consequence of intoxication, and sixteen hundred victims of alcohol commit 
suicide every year in this country, while about 
.“.0,000 are added annually to the list of those 
suffering from delirium tremens and other nerv- 
ous disorders.” 

Here again is evidence, not ot a casual trav- 
eler, but of a great body of scientific men who 

have been in closest touch with the facts which 
they discuss and whose conclusions are entitled 
to careful consideration. 

Dr. Crapscy, though immersed in theological 
studies, has perhaps heard of Dr. August Forel, 
the great German scholar who stands among the 
foremost of the world’s authorities upon diseases 
of the mind. Dr. Forel has many times expressed 
his views regarding the drink evil in Europe in 
terms that are markedly in contrast with the 
views of Dr. Crapsey. In a recent utterance he 
says: 

l his 1 affirm, that in Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria; yes, and in France, a large part of 
the intellectual power of our academic youth is 
actually drowned in beer, wine and absinthe. The 
ridiculous drink compulsion and idiotic vainglory 
jit the drinking festivals German students have 
introduced are undoubtedly the most hideous de- 
formity in our civilized country. They call it 
jovial. A pretty joviality, with its accompani- ment of palsied tongues, staggering, fighting, vom- 
iting and the ‘katzenjammer’ in which the most colossal imbecility is applauded, and the most 
vulgar beastliness and misdemeanors arc excused and glossed over.” 

lien.' we have, not tlie views of a “personally 
conducted’’ tourist, but the views of a man who 
has lived in the countries of continental Europe 
all his life, who speaks the languages of conti- 
nental Europe and who knows the people of 
continental Europe most intimately. 

I here is a mass of other important informa- 
tion along the same line of which only brief 
mention may be made. Attention ought to be 
called to the document published a few years 
ago by the insurance department of the Austrian 
government in which the statement was made 
that “in the cities of Switzerland every tenth 
man dies from drink, either directly or indi- 
rectly, and also that “in Munich every sixteenth 
man dies of what is called ‘beer heart,’ according 
to the testimony of the dissecting rooms of the 
hospitals.’ I he same document commenting upon 
this statement says: 

“And these figures by no means indicate all the 
injury caused in Munich through alcohol, because 
they do not enumerate the cases of apoplexy and 
kidney diseases also owing to ‘good Bavarian 
beer.’ 

The same document says: 
“Seven to eight tenths of all the unlawful 

transactions, from breaking windows to breaking heads, conscientious officials attribute to the in- 
fluence of alcohol.” 

In .190.3 in a debate in the German Reichstag 
the statement was made, unchallenged, that 75 
Percent of the crimes of Germany are committed 
because of the use of intoxicating liquor. 

I his much for the condition among the Ger- 
man speaking peoples. Of what drink does in 
France and of the national calamities that have 
fallen upon the French people because of drink, 
the public has sufficiently wide knowledge that 
nothing needs to be added here. 

Comment is hardly necessary. Bad as the 
drink business is in our own country and la- 
mentable as are its results, it is at least to be 
doubted if we have surpassed conditions in these 
countries from which Dr. Crapsey would have us 
learn how to manage American saloons. 

The matter is significant, chiefly from the fact 
that it shows how utterly untrustworthy and 
worthless are the views of gentlemen like Dr. 
Crapsey who manage to get themselves quoted as 

great authorities in favor of the saloon. 

An Error 
Portland, Me., February 10— (Special corre- 

spondence).—An error crept into the correspond- 
ence from this city published in The National 
Prohibitionist recently, in regard to Sheriff Pen- 
nell when lie was mentioned as out of office. In 
point of fact, Mr. Pennell is still in office, since 
his term does not expire until 1908. The recent 
election was a defeat for him, since it over- 
whelmed his allies, but it did not affect his ten- 
ure of office, as he was not a candidate and his 
office was not voted for. 


