
THE SALOON IN REAL LIFE 

Just Two Items in the Endless Chapter of the 
Woe and Horror of the Drink Traffic 

[His Eminence, Cardinal Gibbons, and the 
other illustrious gentlemen, lay and clerical, who 
are forever telling us how sure they are that 
high license is the remedy for the drink evil, 
are respectfully requested to point out how high 
the license must be placed to prevent tragedies 
like those told of below.—Editorial Note.] 

[From the Chicago Record-Herald, Feb. 5.] 
While his sister was in search of a policeman 

to avert a tragedy, Wilhelm Williams,, 22 years 
old, shot and killed his father, John Williams, 56 
3rears old, at their home, 4632 Ashland avenue, 
about 8 :30 o’clock last evening. 

As his father fell’with a bullet in bis lung and 
another near the heart, the son turned the revol- 
ver upon himself and fired a bullet into his right 
temple. He is dying at St. Bernard’s Hospital. 

Williams returned home a few minutes after 
8 o’clock, IX’l OXICATED. He had been out 
of work for several months and had persistently 
shirked employment. When he entered the house 
he abused his mother and sisters and then up- 
braided his father. He demanded supper at once, 
and threatened to drive the family out if he 
did not get it. Over this belligerent attitude a 
quarrel between father and son was precipitated, 
which resulted in the dual tragedy. 

When Wilhelm arrived at the house and asked 
for his supper, after threatening mother and sis- 
ters, his father scolded him. 

“Supper!” he said vehemently. “Supper for 
you, >’ou worthless son! You had better be out 

looking for work instead of coming home here 
drunk to disgrace your mother and sisters.” 

Wilhelm, enraged, leaped toward his father 
and grappled with him. They wrestled about 
the room, turning over tables and chairs and 
terrifying the daughters, Lilly and May, who 
rushed from the room with their mother and 
little brothers—George, Arthur and Michael. 
John, aged 14, was not at home. 

“He’ll kill papa, May, he’ll kill him; run for 
the police,” the mother shouted to the lG-year- 
old daughter, who had started to the door to 
alarm the neighbors. 

The father had succeeded in holding his own 
with the boy until the latter overheard his 
mother’s words. 

“They won’t need the police to save you,” the 
maddened youth shouted, as he pulled a revol- 
ver from his pocket and fired two shots at close 
range into his parent’s body. 

Amid the screams of the mother and the other 
children, Wilhelm grasped the hand of his 
brother John, 6 3-ears old, who was his favorite, 
and with the words, “Good-by, John,” placed the 
revolver to his head. 

As he did so his father for the moment re- 

gained consciousness. 
“My boy,” he gasped, “you have killed your 

father.” 
Wilhelm immediately completed the double 

tragedy, falling across his father’s body. 

[From the Louisville Courier-Journal.] 
Jackson, Ky., Feb. 6.—Former Judge James 

Hargis was shot and almost instantly killed by 
his son, Beech Hargis, a few minutes before 3 
o’clock this afternoon. 

The murder was as deliberate and cold-blooded 
as was ever committed. The tragedy was wit- 
nessed by several of the clerks and a number of 
customers, who were making purchases at the 
time. 

A few minutes before the murder, Judge Flar- 
gis was walking around in the store, chatting 
pleasantly with his customers, while at the time 
his son. Beech, was in a poolroom a block away 
down the street playing pool. 

Miss Mary Coffy, a clerk in charge of the 
women’s dress goods department, says she no- 
ticed Beech Hargis come into the front door of 
the store, where she was waiting on a customer, 
and take a seat directly in front, facing the door. 
She noticed that he had BEEN DRINKING 
and that in a very few minutes he arose and 
walked over next to the counter. 

The others who witnessed the shooting say 
that Judge Hargis walked toward his son and 
said something to him, and the boy at once drew 
the pistol and began firing, emptying the con- 
tents into his father’s body. 

After repeated attempts, your correspondent 
was forced to abandon his efforts to interview 
the prisoner. He did learn, however, from a 

prisoner that the young man said that he did 

not recollect killing his father. HE TS STILL 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF 1IIS DE- 
BAUCH. 

Just before he murdered his father, Beech 
Hargis drew his pistol in the drugstore of his 
brother-in-law, Dr. Hogg, and jabbed it against 
Harland Rice and frightened the customers out 
of the store. Dr. Hogg remonstrated with him. 
He put up his pistol and went immediately to 
his father’s store. 

When he entered his father was talking to 
Squire Brown, one of the men who had run out 
oi Dr. Hogg's store, a^id who was relating the 
incident to Judge Hargis, who remarked that his 
boy had given him more trouble than everything 
else combined. 

lie was telling of his efforts to reform him 
and this, his last conversation, was full of solici- 
tude for his son, who three minutes later slew 
the father. 

HOWARD SHAKES LINCOLN 

Nebraska Capital Roused as Almost Never 
Before by Prohibition Orator—Dry 

Vote Sure 

Lincoln, Neb., February 14—(Special corre- 

spondence).—This capital city of Nebraska, with 
60,000 population, is in the throes of a Prohibition 
awakening. Events have come with lightning 
rapidity. Clinton N. Howard has aroused this 

city* in five lectures which, in attendance and 
enthusiasm, have startled the enemy and sur- 

prised even the most hopeful friends of Prohi- 
bition. Beginning with the men’s meeting, at- 

tended by 1,500 men, at the Oliver theater on 

Sunday afternoon; turning hundreds away from 
Grace Methodist church at night; filling again 
Trinity church Monday night, the First Baptist 
church with men in the rain of Tuesday night, 
and calling more than 1,500 to the closing lecture 
at St. Paul's church last night, Mr. Howard has 
given the city a week of pentecostal Prohibition. 

Mr. Howard’s lectures captured the city. A 

special city election has been determined upon to 
come off early in May; hundreds of men have 

already been enrolled in the United Civic League, 
and there is no present doubt that the city will 
vote out the saloon in the coming election, with 
the state soon to fall in line. 

Commenting upon the Sunday meetings, the 
State Journal says of Mr. Howard’s address: 

‘‘Shedding no tears, wearing a smile instead of 
a long face, stirring no brimstone, and expressing 
hope in place of shouting bitterness,* Clinton N. 
Howard, of Rochester, N. Y„ delivered two force- 
ful lectures in Lincoln yesterday, the first at the 
Oliver theater in the afternoon and the second 
at Grace M. E. church in the evening. 

1 he audience at Grace church was the largest 
ever gathered, it being impossible, even with ex- 
tra chairs, to seat the throng, and many people 
were turned away for lack of standing room. 

“Mr. Howard, in his lecture on ‘A Ride on the 
Water Wagon’ at the men’s meeting at the Oliver 
theater yesterday afternoon, talked for two hours 
to an audience which crowded the house and was 
enthusiastic in its frequent bursts of hearty ap- 
plause. Throughout the discourse, the speaker 
was interrupted bv annlause, and the meeting was 
pronounced by some as the most enthusiastic of 
its kind ever held in Lincoln.” 

Successful meetings also were held at Auburn, 
Crete and Osceola, where Mrs. Frances Bever- 
idge Heald presided over an immense audience, 
and $1,000 was raised for the club house for the 
Young Men’s League, Pastor Parker contributing 
$200, while the balance came in in tens and fives 
and ones. 

Mr. Howard is engaged to return to Nebraska 
for the first two weeks in March. 

THE COLORADO CAMPAIGN 

Woertendyke and Regan in the Country of 
the Big Hills 

Denver, Colo., February 10—(Special corre- 

spondence).—The Hon. F. S. Regan of Illinois 

and Mr. Jas. H. Woertcndyke of California have 
their campaign in this state fully under way. 
Work began at Grand Junction on February 1. 
That city was greatly aroused and the largest 
churches in the town were filled to the limit. 
Such an impression was made that it is com- 

monly believed that Grand Junction will set itself 
about the task of cleaning out the saloons in the 
immediate future. 

After visiting several smaller towns, during 
the week, the campaigners reached Pueblo for 
Saturday and Sunday. All necessary prepara- 
tions had been made and the result was a great 
series of meetings. The news that has gone 
throughout the state is resulting in an over- 

whelming demand for the campaigners from all 
quarters. National Issue Clubs are being formed 
and the people are getting to work. 

One of the encouraging features of the case 

was the fact that, in response to appeals for 
funds, the people gave $709.40 at these meetings. 

PENNSYLVANIA COUNTY CONVEN- 
TIONS 

Philadelphia County 
The Prohibitionists of Philadelphia county 

are hereby notified that a county convention of 
the Prohibition party will be held in Assembly 
Ilall (Room 422, Odd Fellows Temple), Broad 
and Arch streets, on Saturday evening, March 7, 
at 8 p. m., for^the transaction of such business as 

may properly come before it. 
Candidates for party officers, such as delegates 

to state and national convention, Congressional 
and legislative condidates, should be present and 
present their petitions for signatures. 

In all probability, this convention will decide 
whether the Prohibition party will endorse the 
nominees of other parties who openly declare 
themselves for state and national Prohibition, 
and will vote for local option at the next legis- 
lative session, or nominate party Prohibitionists 
in every legislative district. 

The Prohibition party in this city has made a 
new record in the past year, and there is no 
reason why the pace should be slackened. If you 
are interested in having the good work go on 
until the politics of Philadelphia are no longer 
under the dominating influence of the brewers, 
and the saloon, with its kindred evils, are things 
of the past, it is hoped that you will manifest it 
by your attendance at this convention. 

Burton L. Rockwood, Chairman. 
Allan G. Miller, Secretary. 

Somerset Convention 

Berlin, Pa., February 15—(Special correspond- 
ence).—The Prohibitionists of Somerset county 
will hold their county convention at Wolf’s Hall 
in Rockwood on Tuesday, February 25. The first 
session will be called to order at 10 a. m. Can- 
didates will be named for all county offices, for 
two members of the legislature and for one Mem- 
ber of Congress, these to be voted for at the April 
primaries. Delegates will also be selected for the 
state convention and for the national convention 
and the officers of the county committee will be 
chosen. All honest citizens who believe that the 
liquor traffic should be abolished by prohibitory 
law are invited to unite with the Prohibition 
party in holding this convention. State Chairman 
David P>. McCalmont will attend the convention 
and will address a mass meeting in the evening. 

State Conventions Announced 

California—May, Modesto. 
California—August, Pacific Grove. 
Florida—June, Tampa. 
Illinois—May 6, Springfield. 
Indiana—May 19 and 20, Indianapolis. 
Michigan—April 15, Kalamazoo. 
Minnesota—June 16 and 17, Minneapolis. 
New York—September 1 and 2, Syracuse. 
Ohio—July 13 and 14, Columbus. 
Oregon—March 27, Portland. 
Rhode Island—September, Providence. 
Washington—September 8. 

Wisconsin—June, Milwaukee. 


