
A CRITICAL HOUR OF OPPORTUNITY 
Prohibitionists of America:—A critical hour has been reached in the history of 

the Prohibition movement and the Prohibition party. Another southern state—the state 
of Mississippi—adopted the state-wide Prohibition effective December 31 of this year. A 
constitutional amendment is pending in North Carolina, having already been submitted 
by unanimous action of both houses of the legislature. An amendment campaign is on 

in Texas, and other southern states are moving aggressively for state-wide action on the 
Prohibition question. Coincident with these almost miraculous developments, the Pro- 
hibition party is organizing for the most titanic struggle known since the anti-slavery 
agitation of -ante-bellum days. Our forces are being marshaled in every part of our 

great national field, and we have come like Wellington to our hour of Waterloo. 
Most profoundly do we believe that the result of the present national campaign will 

settle for a generation at the least, the status of the Prohibition party and the Prohibi- 
tion cause. At the battle of Waterloo, iron-hearted Wellington stood for righteousness 
and God, and Napoleon went down. If the English army had been weak and vacillating 
in that crisis, the map of the world would have been marred by the unhappy changes that 
would have quickly followed that struggle. As it was the battle was won for civilization, 
and all future history took shape from the decisive struggle of that historic hour. 

Having reached our Waterloo, we must go forward. If we wince or quail in the 
face of present opportunities, pregnant as they are with the most momentous interests 
ever committed to men, our stainless banner will go down and the cause of the national 
Prohibition party will suffer a defeat that will greatly mar our future history. 

We ought today to have one thousand active organizers in the field under the direc- 
tion of our committee. We ought to circulate millions of pages of Prohibition party 
literature. We ought to organize the “National Issue Club” in every county and precinct 
in the nation. We ought to be in position to give heart and courage to our workers 
everywhere. In order that these results may he surely and speedily achieved, there should 
he placed in the hands of our committee at once a round one hundred thousand dollars. 

We today confront the possibility of national victory in 1908. Victory for the na- 

tional Prohibition party would be no more miraculous than the falling into line in less 
than twelve months’ time of four southern commonwealths. There is a possibility that 
we can win this year, if we will make a straight-hearted, honest sacrifice by furnishing 
the committee sufficient means to properly conduct the present campaign. 

We appeal to all who have not yet subscribed to our national fund, to do so imme- 
diatelv. We must pitch our campaign upon those high lines of aggressiveness which 
presage victory. 

Will we not hear from you today? CHARLES R. JONES, 
Chairman Prohibition National Committee. 

Chicago. February 25. 

[Make all remittances payable to Felix T. McWhirter, Treasurer.] 

NUTMEG STATE BANQUET 

Prohibitionists of Old Connecticut Meet in 
Conference and Enjoy a Feast of 

Good Things 

Hartford, Conn., February 15—(Special cor- 

respondence)—The Prohibitionists of the state of 
Connecticut met in conference in this city last 
Monday, and in the evening held one of the 
most successful banquets ever participated in by 
Prohibitionists in the Nutmeg State. During 
the day reports were received from State Chair- 
man Hohenthal and the field secretary, the Rev. 
Duane N. Griffin, showing a greatly improved 
condition of the party over previous years. 

The conference recommended that the state 

convention be held at Manchester in the month 
of June and that the state chairman be in a 

measure compensated for his services, and that 
State Organizer Matthew E. O’Brien and Field 

Secretary Griffin be re-engaged for the ensuing 
year. 

The conference was followed by a meeting of 
the state central committee which ratified the 
action of the conference and selected delegates to 

the national convention. 
In the evening the fourth annual banquet of 

Connecticut Prohibitionists was held, Myron T. 

Smith, secretary of the state executive com- 

mittee, presiding. There were one hundred and 

twenty guests present to enjoy the bountiful re- 

past which was provided by the Nathaniel Lyon 
Relief Corps. 

At the conclusion of the banquet the Rev. 
Duane N. Griffin, field secretary, was introduced 
as toastmaster. Mr. Griffin spoke briefly of the 
great importance of the occasion and of the fact 
that those present were in line with the great 
moral and religious movement which is sweep- 
ing the earth, and by which the legalized liquor 
traffic will be banished forever. 

Other participants were the Rev. M. A. Sulli- 
van, president of the Catholic Total Abstinence 
Society of Connecticut, who spoke eloquently of 
the part total abstinence is playing in the great 
effort against the drink curse; the Hon. Matthew 
E. O’Brien, whose introduction was a signal for 
loud applause. Mr. O’Brien spoke ably con- 

cerning liquor legislation, referring especially to 

the work in Washington to secure Prohibition 
in the District of Columbia, and the enactment 
of the McComber and Littlefield bills. 

Mr. H. H. Spooner, secretary of the Connecti- 
cut Temperance Union, spoke effectively upon the 
way to win recruits. The Rev. Oscar Haywood, 
D. D., gave a clear, logical and brilliant analysis 
of the Prohibition movement in the South, and 
was listened to with marked attention. “Our 
Periodicals” was the subject of the Rev. J. 
Franklin Briggs, who spoke in the highest terms 

of The National Prohibitionist and the Voter, 
the Connecticut state paper. 

E. L. G. Hohenthal, chairman of the state com- 

mittee, was the last speaker of the evening. He 
was introduced as “the best man in the state 

for the position” and on rising received hearty- 
applause. He treated his subject, “Why a Pro- 
hibition Party,” showing conclusively that a 

party behind the law is as necessary as “the man 

behind the gun.” Several musical numbers also 
aided to enliven the occasion. 

ON THE COLORADO TRAIL 

Regan and Woertendyke Addressing Crowded 
Houses and Arousing Great Enthusiasm 

Denver, Colo., February 16—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The Regan-Woertendyke campaign 
in this state is stirring up great interest in Pro- 
hibition party work, removing prejudice and pre- 
paring the way for a forward movement. Every- 
where the campaigners go a good feeling is 
created and a cordial invitation is extended to 
come again. 

During the first week that the workers were 

in the field $709.83 was raised for the state 
committee and five National Issue clubs were 

organized. The second week also made a very 
successful showing. 

On Monday, February 10, two meetings were 

held in the Methodist Episcopal church at Ord-^ J 

way. In the afternoon a conference of workers 
was held and a National Issue club of fourteen 
members organized. The church was crowded 
to the doors at night and much interest was 

manifested in the state committee’s plans. On 
the following night the campaigners were at 

Rocky Ford, where an interesting meeting was 

held in the Presbyterian church. The plans for 
the state committee were set forth b(y Mr. 
Woertendyke and $109.85 was pledged for the 
cause. 

On Lincoln’s birthday the campaigners were 

at Lamar, where a great meeting was held in 
the Methodist church. On Thursday evening 
the meeting was in the Presbyterian church at 

Holly, where a union revival service was sus- 

pended to give the campaigners right of way. 
A great crowd gathered which taxed the capacity 
of the church, Mr. Regan’s chalk talk being 
especially effective. On Friday night a return 
date was made at Rocky Ford, where another 
enthusiastic crowd greeted the speakers. 

Today the meetings were held in the city of 
La Junta, the afternoon meeting being composed 
of an appreciative and thoughtful audience of 
leading citizens which filled the Presbyterian 
church. The state committee’s plans were pre- 
sented and received hearty support, $122.40 being 
contributed. Tonight the speakers were in the 
Christian church, where again the friends cheered 
the arguments and made another generous con- 

tribution to the work; the total contributions 
for the state committee’s plans during this second 
week of work by the Regan-Woertendyke com- 

bination reaching an aggregate of $425.53. 
> 

Howard for Wisconsin 

Waupaca, Wis., February 13—(Special corre- 

spondence).—Mr. H. A. Larson, the well known 
Prohibition worker in this city, has secured Clin- 
ton N. Howard for a week in Wisconsin. Mr. 
Howard will begin his work at this city on 

April 1. 


