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Chicago, February 27,1908 

WHAT FOR7 
It will clarify our vision and understand- 

ing of the field to pause for a moment in the 
presence of the tremendous propaganda 
which the liquor interests are launching 
upon the country and inquire, What is all 
this for? 

The answer is obvious. The liquor inter- 
ests are fighting, not for the establishment of 
some great principle of human liberty, not 
for the taking of some great step in human 
progress, not to make home happier and lives 
brighter, but all this wealth is being poured 
out, all these thousands of columns of adver- 
tising matter are being printed, all this 
hurrying of organizers and rallying of forces 
is going on, that the brewer may make more 
beer for his profit, the distiller more whisky 
for his profit and that the gin miller may 
keep on selling poison for the bodies and 
brains and souls of men, for his profit. All 
this is being done that a business may be 
perpetuated that is known to fill prisons, to 
keep busy the gallows, to destroy the happi- 
ness of homes, to break women’s hearts, to 
make little children hungry and to blight 
the hope of the lives of men. 

How transcendentlv worthy such a cause! 

••GO IT ALONE" 

We can think of no course of conduct 
more likely to be productive of regrets and 

provocative of disaster than for Prohibition- 
ists now to spend their time in speculating 
and scheming over the probability that one 

or the other of the old political parties at its 

coming national convention will adopt the 
Prohibition issue and bring it into national 

prominence. 
As we have heretofore tried to point out, 

were there some probability that this might 
occur, in the case of either of the old parties, 
we have something vastly more important 

upon which to center our attention and can 

give the cause much more valuable service 
than can be rendered by any amount of 

speculation upon the outcome of such an 

event. But political matters have now 

progressed far enough that it needs no far- 

seeing prophet to predict that absolutely 
nothing in which Prohibitionists need to 

have any special interest, will take place at 

either Chicago or Denver. 

It may be readily enough conceded that 
there me hundreds of thousands of honest 
men in the ranks of the Republican party 
who still believe that organization to be the 

party of great moral ideas and who would be 

profoundly glad to see it arrayed against the 

greatest evil of the day and in championship 
of the most needed reform of modern times. 
It may be just as certainly stated that the 

Republican party has no other great issue 
to place before the people; it is not prepared 
to go before the American electorate with 
some great, far-reaching principle of govern- 
ment as its battle cry and shibboleth. But 
the day has long passed when the will of the 
moral element of the Republican party had 
anything to do with the control and leader- 
ship of that party. We have advanced into 
a period of American political history when 
a great and successful party, in power, needs 
no issue save itself and the possession of 
power upon which to wage campaigns. 

Every sign of the political sky reads, with 
unerring distinctness, that the leaders of the 
Republican party intend to ignore the “Pro- 
hibition wave,” intend, with calm mendacity, 
to point to the past and demand the support 
of their followers because the Republican 
party is the Republican party, because its 
leaders are its leaders, and because their fol- 
lowers are their followers. 

The Prohibition reform has less chance of 
a hearing in the convention that will meet in 

Chicago next summer than it had in that 

history-making convention of 1884 when the 
white-winged Frances Willard stood before 
the Republican platform committee and 
pleaded the cause of God and home and na- 

tive land, and the representatives of the 
“party of great moral ideas” threw her peti- 
tion into the cuspidor and spat their tobacco 
juice upon it. 

Turning to the Democratic party, the situ- 
ation is different but just as hopeless. The 
Democrats have no issue and need one, but 
in all the national galaxy of Democracy there 
appears not a man with the moral courage to 
stand forth in championship of the one great 
issue of the day. 

Scattered here and there through the coun- 

try, some of them having local and state 
celebrity, particularly in the South, are 

Democrats who hate the liquor traffic, love 
their homes and long to be led against the 
enemies of their homes. They furnish the 
Democratic party the greater part of all its 
respectability and moral tone. But the men 

who control the Democratic party nationally 
and whose control is as unshaken today as 

at any time in the past, mean to keep those 
honest men, just where they have kept them 
in other days, fast under battened hatches, 
pulling at the sweeps. They will use them"^ 
for what they are worth in fighting for vic- 

tory or in trading victory for a profitable 
defeat, but they will no more dream of let- 

ting those men name the issues of the cam- 

paign at Denver than they have dreamed of 

letting the same element of the party control 
it in the past. 

True, the Prohibition movement could 

bring great strength to the Democratic party 
and strength of a kind that it sadly needs. 

Morally it is bankrupt; in enthusiasm its 
last asset went to protest long ago. Could it 
take possession of a great moral movement, 
bringing to its ranks some hundreds of 
thousands of enthusiasts, the result would be 
like a remittance from home to a bankrupt 
prodigal. 

B.ut what can it give in return? Its or- 

ganization is almost worthless; its moral 

standing is a debt rather than an asset; its 

leadership in Chicago and New York and 
the places of its national power, is a breath 
of poison. 

Could the Democratic party gain posses- 
sion of the Prohibition movement at its com- 

ing convention in Denver, it could suck out 
of it a certain amount of valuable life-blood 
and would cast its mangled remains on the 
ash heap of forsaken political issues, just 
as it cast away the remnants of the Populist 
movement, after it had exhausted all of the 
life and vitality that were therein. 

It is a most significant fact that during all 
these months of Prohibition agitation that 
man who may, perhaps, be conceded to be 
the greatest of Democratic leaders, the man 

who, up to the present hour, seems more cer- 

tain of the Democratic nomination for the 
Presidency than any other man, has gone up 
and down the United States, talking con- 

stantly, and has never once indicated a 

realization of the existence of a Prohibition 
movement. 

Let us at once and forever, disabuse our 

minds of even the faintest expectation that 
any help for the Prohibition cause is to come 

from either the Republican or the Demo- 
cratic parties; let us face now the fact— 
which is just as much a fact today as it will 
be in August—that in the coming campaign 
both of these parties will stand solidly ar- 

rayed against the Prohibition cause and that 
many of those Democrats and those Repub- 
licans who have been loud in their advocacy 
of local Prohibition, will be hastening to 
purge themselves of any suspicion of being 
other than “good” Democrats and “good” 
Republicans by fighting to the utmost 
against national Prohibition. 

Let us recognize, now, what we will recog n 

nize next August and during the weeks of 
the campaign, that whatever is done for the 
Prohibition cause in the campaign of 1908 
must be done by the Prohibition party; that, 
if in the ballot box on the evening of that 


