
and supervision of the federal government. Every 
gallon of spirits and every barrel of beer pays 
revenue. The report must not only show the ex- 

act amounts made, but must agree with the 

moneys turned in to the United States Treasury 
as revenue for their manufacture. This prevents 
the possibility of fraud or misrepresentation con- 

cerning these items. 
The United States government also publishes 

a work entitled “Monthly Summary of Commerce 
and Finance of the United States.” In the June 
number of this Summary may be found the 
statement of all imports which enter the United 
States during the fiscal year. These, again, cor- 

respond to revenues paid, precluding the possi- 
bility of serious discrepancy between the statistics 
and the facts to which they relate. 

The United States government still further 

publishes every year a volume entitled “Statistical 
Abstract of the United States,” in which there 

appears annually a statement of the consumption 
of intoxicating liquors. This statement is com- 

piled under three general heads: “Distilled 

Spirits,” “Wines” and “Malt Liquors.” The head 
of distilled spirits is divided under three heads: 
Domestic spirits distilled from fruits, domestic 

spirits distilled from other materials and spirits 
imported for consumption. The Internal Revenue 
Bureau and the Department of Commerce furnish 
accurate figures for these. 

The head “Wines” is subdivided into “domes- 
tic” and “imported” wines. The amount of wines 

imported is learned from the official sources al- 

ready mentioned, while the domestic wines arc 

estimated by the Department of Agriculture, the 

total production being estimated and the amount 

exported being subtracted therefrom. 
The head “Malt Liquors” is subdivided into 

“domestic” and “imported,” the domestic being 
the amount manufactured in the United States 

less the amount exported, while the imported is 

the amount brought to the United States from 

foreign countries for consumption. 
The per capita consumption is arrived at by di- 

viding these totals by the estimated population of 

the United States, the estimate being made by 
the Census Department year by year. The esti- 

mated population of the country for the fiscal 

year 1907 was 85,817,239. 

CHAPTER II: THE LESSONS OF THIS 

STUDY. 

For months past the liquor interests have been 

vociferously proclaiming their own financial im- 

portance as employers of labor, buyers of agri- 
cultural and manufactured products and tax- 

payers. 
Thousands of columns of advertising space 

have been paid for by the brewing and distilling 

interests, to spread before the American people 

pretended statistics along these lines. According 
to the matter so published, according to the flar- 

ing posters which hang in the windows of the 

saloons, the liquor business furnishes employment 
to a great army of men, buys an enormous quan- 

tity of grains and mill products, and pays the 

greater part of all the revenue received by the 

government. 
This paper has already pointed out the numer- 

ous fallacies in these representations made by 

the liquor interests. Another highly important 

phase of the case remains to be considered, and 

this article will raise the pertinent question, 
Where did the liquor interests get the money with 

'which to pay the 'wages that it pays, buy the 

materials that it buys and provide the revenue 

that it providesf 
This article will show certain important things 

to which the reader’s attention is specially in- 

vited : 

I. That, without giving in return a single 
dollar of value, the liquor traffic took from the 

American people in the fiscal year 1007 more than 

$2,250,000,000, or an average of more than $25 
for every man, woman and child of the more than 

eighty-five million people in the United States. 
The taking of this money, as it is taken, without 
valuable return to its spender, is the most colossal 

robbery upon the face of the globe. 
II. Both the consumption of alcoholic liquors 

and the drink bill of the American people are 

appallingly upon* the increase, infallibly pointing 
to the growth of national corruption and decay 
and the increase of all evils of intemperance. 

III. This growth of the drink traffic and the 
drink bill has taken place coincident with a large 
growth of local Prohibition territory, clearly in- 

dicating that the adoption of local Prohibition 

by towns and counties, and even the adoption of 
state Prohibition by states that lie remote from 
the centers of population and influence, does not 

in any way offset the growth of the organized 
liquor business in the great metropolitan centers, 
where both the consumption of drink and the 
evils that come therefrom are enormously upon 
the increase. 

We have not yet begun to get the kind of 
Prohibition that will cope with the drink evil. 

Upon this the Prohibitionist insists and the 
facts support his contention. 

CHAPTER III: THE DRINK FLOOD. 

In total quantity of liquors consumed the fiscal 

year 1907 surpassed every other year in the his- 

tory of the American people. Advance sheets of 

the government’s Statistical Abstract, which is in 

preparation for the press in the Bureau of Sta- 

tistics in Washington, show that the total con- 

sumption of liquors of all kinds reached the enor- 

mous mass of 2,019,691,101 gallons, or a per 

capita consumption of more than twenty-three and 

one-half gallons of alcoholic liquors for every 

man, woman and child of the 85,817,239 people 
whom the Census Department now reckon as con- 

stituting the population of the United States. 

TABLE I: THE GROWTH OF WHISKY. 
YEAR GALLONS. PER CAPITA. 

1840' 43,060,884 2.52 
I860 51,833,473 2.23 
I860 89,968,651 2.86 
1870 79,895,708 2.07 
1880 63,526,694 1.27 
1890 87,829,623 1.40 
1900 97,356,864 1.28 
1907 140,084,436 1.63 

Of this enormous total 140,084,436 gallons were 

“spirits,” that is to say, whiskies and brandies and 
similar liquors made by distillation. The tables 
show how a little more than 134,000,000 gallons of 
the spirits were manufactured in the United 

States, and a trifle less than four million gallons 
imported from foreign countries. 

This makes 1.63 gallons of spirits for every 

man, woman and child in the country, a per 

capita consumption of distilled liquors that has 

not been equaled in the history of the United 
States since 1873. 

TABLE II: THE BRIMMING WINE CUP. 
YEAR GALLONS. PER CAPITA. 

1840 4,873,096 0.29 
1850 6,315,871 0.27 
I860 11,059,141 0.35 
1870 12,225,067 0.32 
1880 28,329,541 0.56 
1890 28,945,993 0.46 
1900 29,988,467 0.39 
1907 57,738,948 0.67 

Of the total consumption, 57,738,954 gallons 
were wine, a gross increase in wine consumption 
of more than 11,000,000 gallons over the preced- 
ing year and a per*capita consumption of more 

than .67 gallons for every man, woman and child 
—the greatest per capita consumption of wine 
ever recorded in the history nf the American 

people. 
The beer consumption of the year 1907 reaches 

the staggering total of 1,821,867,627 gallons—a 
per capita total of 21.23 gallons for every human 
creature among the American people. This, again, 
is a consumption never equaled in the country’s 
history—more than a full gallon in excess of the 

consumption of the preceding year, an increase 
of almost a third in ten years and more than five 
gallons more per capita than we began the 
present century with. 

To revert to the startling figure which appc 
in the introduction to this article, if we shouiu v. 

imagine some great chute, operating with the 
rapidity of a rapid-fire gun, and hurling a barrel 
of beer, like a projectile, among the homes of the 
American people, it will be necessary for us to 

fancy this engine of destruction working twenty- 
four hours a day, every day except Sunday, 
throwing two barrels every second; and even 

with that tremendous delivery it will be necessary 
for the speed to be increased and five barrels per 

TABLE III: GROWTH OF BEER CON- 
SUMPTION. 

YEAR. GALLONS. PER CAPITA. 
1840 23,310,843 1.36 
1850 36,563,009 1.58 
I860 101,346,669 3.22 
1870 204,756,166 5.31 
1880 414,220,165 8.26 
1890 855,692,335 13.66 
1900 1,221,440,160 16.01 
1907 1,821,867,627 21.23 

second to be fired, every minute of the twenty- 
four hours, of New Year’s, Lincoln’s Birthday, 
Washington’s birthday, Decoration Day, Fourth 
of July, Election Day, Thanksgiving and Christ- 
mas, in order to discharge the barrels of beer 
that the brewer hurls at American homes every 
year. 

A popular error needs, perhaps, to be corrected 
here in relation to the drink consumption. We 
are often told, in a certain class of publications, 
that while the consumption of beer is upon the 
increase, beer is a “temperance drink,” and the 
consumption of distilled liquors is upon the de- 
crease, and that, therefore, the consumption of 
alcohol wanes. A glance at the official table 
which accompanies this article, shows that this is 
not the case, but that the consumption of distilled 
spirits, with the exception of a single year, has 
increased since 1896, and that, as indicated above^^ 
it now stands at a higher point than has been 
reached at any other time since 1873. 

A valuable and instructive little table can be 
made, showing the consumption of actual alcohol 
at different periods in American history. It is 
common to point back to 1840 as to a period of 
lamentable drunkenness and to congratulate our- 

selves that we have come a long way in tem- 

perance reform since then. But, in point of fact, 
the consumption of actual alcohol in 1840 was 

small in comparison with its consumption in 
1907. Reckoning beer at six per cent alcohol, 
wine at fifteen per cent and spirits at fifty per 
cent, the following is the showing of the con- 

sumption of actual alcohol during the past sixty- 
seven years: 

TABLE IV. 
Showing the per capita consumption of pure 

alcohol since 1840: 
YEAR. GALS. YEAR. GALS. 
1840. 1.38 1902. 1.82 
1S60. 1.67 1903. 1.88 
1870. 1.40 1904. 1.91 
1880. 1.21 1905. 1.90 
1893. 1.80 1906. 2.05 
1897. 1.46 1907. 2.19 
1901 1.69 

CHAPTER IV: HOW WE FIGURE THE 
COST. 

There are two problems in the computation 
which we need carefully and discriminatingly to 

study. The first concerns the question of adul- 
teration and therefore relates closely to the 
amount of liquor sold and the amount of money 
taken from the people. It is conceded by most 
unbiased students of the question that there is 
an enormous adulteration and dilution of almost^ 
all kinds of liquors, particularly the spirits and 
the wines. Upon several occasions an effort has 
been made to study this phase of the question and 
to assign averages and amounts. In this study 
no such effort is made, not because there is no 

ground for it, but because it is the determina- 


