
STILL LESS ARRESTS 

Good Results of Prohibition Shown by At- 
lanta Police Records 

Atlanta, Ga., March 1—(Special correspond- 
ence)—In spite of the impression which has 

been given in dispatches sent out by interested 

parties, that crime has increased in Atlanta dur- 

ing the past month and that the fine showing 
made under the Prohibition law in January, is 

proving delusive, the February reports of the 

recorder's court show that the operation of the 

Prohibition law in February has been as sat- 

sifactory as in the preceding month. 

During the month of February, 1907, the re- 

corder’s court in this city tried 1,411 cases. 

During the month of February, 1908, under Pro- 

hibition, the court tried 770 cases. 

In point of fact, this number is slightly above 

the number of cases tried in January, which was 

7G7, but it has to be taken into consideration that 

the February cases include a large number of 

arrests for attempts to violate the prohibitory 
law, which did not figure largely in the January 
returns. 

REAPING WHIRLWIND 

Street Railroad Company Gets Results of 

Having Town “Wet” 

Cambridge, Ohio, February 24—(Special corre- 

spondence)—On Saturday night a street car ac 

cident, with a terrible roll of killed and wounded, 

taught this city a lesson which it ought to be able 

to read with considerable clearness. 

Two years ago Cambridge, with a population 
of 15,000, and Byesville, with a population of 3,000, 

were both “dry” towns. A campaign was waged 

for the purpose of carrying Cambridge “wet.” 

The street car company which operates an inter- 

urban line between Cambridge and Byesville, be- 

lieved that the sale of liquor in Cambridge 
would result in a large traffic of thirsty people 
from Byesville and for that reason threw its 

whole influence in favor of license. Cambridge 
went “wet.” Since that time the street cars have 

carried a large number of drunken passengers, 

greatly to the discomfort of decent people, who 

were obliged to use the line; but upon Saturday 

night something worse happened. 
A crowd of drunken and half-drunken men 

boarded the interurban car, many of them hav- 

ing whisky bottles with them. A little way out, 

the trolley pole was pulled from the wire by a 

drunken fellow who wanted to take a drink in 

the dark. The conductor succeeded in replacing 
the pole and no damage resulted. A little fur- 

ther on the pole was again pulled from the wire 

and the conductor, being in the middle of the 

crowded car, was unable to reach the vestible to 

replace it. Another car was following closely 
behind, but the lights of the leading car having 
gone out with the removal of the pole, the rao- 

torman on the following car was unable to see 

it and supposed that it had passed around one 

of the numerous curves. The result was a “rear 

end collision” which demolished the car, killed 

one young lady, seriously injured three other peo- 

ple, who, at the present moment, are hovering 
at the point of death, and maimed and crippled 
for life some twenty more. 

BRITISH BREWERS FRANTIC 

Liberal Party Presents Bill to Make Liquor 
Business Pay for its Own Destruction 

[From Press Cables] 

London, February 28—H. H. Asquith, chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, expounded the licensing bill 
in the House of Commons last night before an 

assemblage that crowded the chamber to over- 

flowing. All the members’ seats were occupied 
and every gallery was full. The peers’ gallery 
was thronged with members of the upper house, 
among them being such temperance champions 
as the Archbishop of Canterbury, Viscount Peel 
and Lord Lytton. The section reserved for wo- 

men was packed. Altogether the scene was one 

of the most impressive witnessed in the House of 
Commons in recent years. 

Mr. Asquith rose brilliantly to the occasion. 
His speech was masterly in its handling of facts 
and invested a difficult subject with an eloquence 
that stirred the house to repeated shouts of ap- 

plause. What he unfolded was a scheme to com- 

pel the liquor trade of England and Wales, so far 
as property in licenses is concerned, to pay for 
its own abolition. 

“Robbery!” cried ex-Prime Minister Balfour. 
“Wholesale robbery!” echoed the brewery mem- 

bers. 
“You propose to throw 30,000 license holders 

into the street!” shouted the angry Tories, but 
Mr. Asquith, suave and relentless, pressed on, 

extorting admiration even from those who seemed 
to itch’ to take him by the throat. 

If the speech produced remarkable scenes in 
the House of Commons it has caused a sensation 
outside, amounting to a political blizzard. The 

Tory newspapers, led by the Daily Telegraph, 
rage against the bill and declare that it will carry 
the government down to ignominious defeat. In 
columns of interviews the brewers assert that if 
the bill becomes law the trade will be bankrupted 
and that 400,000 shareholders, among them large 
numbers of widows, spinsters and clergymen, will 
be left penniless. They declare further that prop- 

erty will be destroyed which now pays hundreds 
of thousands of pounds annually in taxes, that 

liquor drinking will be driven into corners, that 
clubs will take the place of “pubs,” that more 

drinking than ever before will take place in homes 
and that temperance will not be promoted at all. 

Mr. Asquith, the leaders of the temperance 
movement, the labor members of Parliament and 

practically the whole Liberal party regard these 
outbursts as entirely unjustified. They declare that 
due weight will be given to the rightful claims of 
the license holders and that the cause of temper- 
ance will be immeasurably advanced. 

The bill provides for the suppression of one- 

third of all licenses in England and Wales within 
fourteen years, the trade supplying the funds 
necessary to pay a reasonable amount for these. 
This means the disappearance of about 32,000 
saloons. Moreover, when the fourteen years are 

up the monopoly value in all the other licenses 
passes to the state without any compensation 
whatever to the holders. Therefore licensees per- 
mitted to remain in business must not only pay 
for the licenses gradually suppressed but must 

provide a sinking fund and create a sum equiva- 
lent to their own license values, which will dis- 
appear at the end of the time limit. 

Mr. Asquith holds that a license is not legal 
property and is always subject to cancellation 
and that every prudent publican will constantly 
bear in mind the special risks of his business. He 
holds further that the state’s dominion over prop- 
erty in the monopoly value of licenses ought 
never to have been permitted to pass into private 
hands and that it must be re-established. The 
bill establishes local option at once in Wales and 
local option in England at the end of fourteen 

years, giving large local powers immediately over 

the saloons throughout the country. 
The whole trade will be dealt with by a cen- 

tral licensing committee, the chairman and two 
members of which will be appointed by the crdTtm 
This committee, with the local magistrates, wiji 
recommend the licenses. 

All clubs, high and low, are, under the pro- 
visions of the bill, to be open to regular inspec- 
tion by plain-clothes policemen. Sunday closing 
is required outside of London all day except one 

hour at midday and two hours in the evening 
and only persons who have traveled six miles 
may be served. 

London, February 29—(From press cables) — 

According to financial experts, the stand taken 
by the leaders of the Liberal party in Parliament 
has already resulted in the loss of $160,000,000 
in brewery shares. The Tory papers are properly 
described as “frothing at the mouth,” and are 

vociferously shouting “brigandage,” “public 
theft,” and other similar cries. 

The bill is discussed alike in society and in 
saloons. Last night it was the only topic dis- 
cussed in beer-drinking groups. “If this bill is 
made a law,” said a Strand publican, addressing 
his customers, “you chaps won’t be able to pay 
for a glass of beer even if you find a public 
house. Beer is going up and as a matter of fact 
may not be had at any price. At this rate all the 
breweries will go to smash.” 

“Yes,” said Lord Burton, the great brewer, 
answering interviewers, “we can keep our places 
of brick and mortar, but seven-eighths of the value 
of a public house lies in the license. The bill 
means utter confiscation and cannot pass. It 
would not advance temperance in the least, bui 
would merely drive drinkers to form clubs, where 
the police, who now enter all saloons freely, could 
not exercise any effective supervision.” 

Mr. Asquith is unmoved by the deafening 
clamor. “It was all expected,” he says. “We 
welcome sound criticism, but cannot consider 
sheer frenzy. If the uproar in the trade meas- 

ures the public good promised by the bill its vir- 
tues at least are equal to the faith of its authors. 
We hold the greatest cause of intemperance in 
this country to be the too abundant means of 
obtaining spirits. Saloons are almost as thick as 

hansom cabs. No inconvenience or loss of time 
stands between the thirsty man, or the man who 
suspects that he is slightly thirsty, and the grati- 
fication of his appetite. Spirits are a good deal 
more easily got than plain water from the tap. 
We want to change this. Moreover, we want to 
close up the saloons for a greater number of 
hours on Sundays, keep children out of them and 
regulate the employment of women behind the 
bars.” 

Qubland is furious at the mere suggestion of 
police inspection. It is admitted, of course, that 
some of the so-called clubs are spurious institu- 
tions, little better than drinking dens; neverthe- 
less the intrusion of police officers, whether in 
uniform or not, is a violation of that privacy 
which the average Englishman expects to enjoy 
when he is at home, and he is equally at home 
whether he is sole or part owner of his house. 

Macon’s Court Record. 

Macon, Ga., February 29—(Special correspon- 
dence).—During the month of February, 1907, 
347 cases were docketed on the police blotter 
in this city. During the month of February, £908, 
the number of cases was 257. The change^tv— 
condition, as indicated by the decrease of arrests 
for intoxication, is still more marked. During 
the month of February, 1907, 104 cases of in- 
toxication were tried. During the past month 
thirteen cases have been tried. 


